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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TO THE READER. 



It may be thought perhaps, by some persons,* that there 
is an abundance of practical, and too little of doctrinal 
statement in these pages; but if so, the Author can 
only reply, that her personal teaching through a long 
and deep experience in the ways of God, has been so 
continuously of a spiritual and practical kind, that she 
could only follow it as her guide in attempting to influ- 
ence other minds. If she ventures to add, that she be- 
lieves there is too much attention in the present day 
given to doctrine, and too little to practice in the religi- 
ous world, she cannot but think she will be well under- 
stood, and sympathized with, by many of its members. 
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I. 

My mentation of him shall be sweet ; I will be glad in the Lord. 
Psalm civ. 34. 

There is an outwaxd world of bustle and activity 
where things lie upon the surface to be judged of by 
the senses ; and there Is an Inner world where things 
are shrouded In silence and invisibility, to be considered 
by the spirit. 

We belong to both worlds ; but our real being is 
lived out in the secret and silent one. There, like the 
trees and plants, our root is fixed ; and from It, we, 
like them develope fruits, flowers, or profitless weeds. 
" If the root be holy so are the branches." But care 
must be taken to water this root, or it will produce 
only the sour, crude vintage of wild grapes. 

Reading and prayer are right means of culture ; but 
meditation must be united to them, or they will be 
nearly useless. Any time that affords due leisure and 
tranquillity for such an exercise may be chosen ; but it 
seems to be especially desirable at the close of day. 
With serene hope of good, let us then draw near in 
these pages to the Father of Spirits, and may He meet 
us with His blessing, and rendering our meditations of 
Him sweet, cause us to be glad In the Lord I 
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n. 

Violence shall no more be heard in thy land; wasting nor destruc- 
tion within thy borders ; bat thon shalt call thy walls Salvation, 
and thy gates Praise. Isaiah Ix. 18. 

There are two besetting sins commonly found in 
company in the imregenerate mind — viz., violence and 
waste. The fierceness and prodigality of the fleshly 
nature instinctively manifests itself in a vehement, sud- 
den, and profuse way. Now this, now that start of 
will and wish is caught at, and pursued, much as chil- 
dren of smaller growth catch at, and hunt a butterfly. 
But where the Spirit of the Lord leads the human 
being, all is gentle, orderly, and economical; means 
being justly adapted to ends, and both used in the 
service of truth. 

The teaching of this holy Instructor points always to 
an abstinence from all rash, rough, unprepared move- 
ments and measures. It calls to a holy fast from such 
things, and a loosening of the will from adhering to 
them. Its language in the mouth of the prophet is, 
" Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppressed (the grieved Spirit of the Lord in 
thy conscience) go free : and that ye break every yoke." 
Isaiah xlviLlS. That is, that ye forcibly detach your- 
selves from being yoked in bondage to sin, self, and 
Satan. 
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The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones ; 
the sycamores are cut down, but we will change them i^to cedars. 
Isaiah iz. 10. 

This is the language of " pride and stoutness of heart :" 
the assertion of self-will crossed, but not corrected, dis- 
appointed, but not daunted, arrested, but not restrained 
in its forth-rushing determination to carry out its 
purposes. 

It behoves us to watch and war firmly and con- 
stantly against yielding to this strong and dangerous 
spirit, which is, in a measure, inherent in every human 
being, and sure to be predominant in those who, from 
their energy and force of character, are the most likely 
to be active in forming and executing crude and ill 
considered enterprises. It befits sincerely religious 
persons to receive with lowliest subjection of will and 
wish, all such checks to their designs as bear the 
slightest indication of rebuke for forming them. " God 
speaks once, yea twice, but man regardeth it not." 
How often does He speak in the silent force of circum- 
stances, especially when they constrain us to forego a 
cherished purpose I 
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IV. 

The spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. Ezekiel i. 21. 

Growth is the test of healthy life ; and that which it 
behoves us to promote in our spiritual being. To this 
end, the soul should be in a state of perpetual progress. 
Never therefore, stop to gaze either backwards or for- 
wards. Mere philosophical thinkers have discovered 
the futility of this. 

" The present only," says Hobbes," has a being in 
nature. Things past have a being in memory; but 
things to come have no being at all." 

Our business is to unite ourselves with the great 
I Am — ^the perpetual Now ; and with Nature, as re- 
newed and advanced every moment by his hand. Let 
us yield ourselves to him and his working as the plants 
and flowers of the field do. " Onward, and still on- 
ward," should be our watch-word, for the spirit of our 
life is in these wheels that send us forward in the will 
of God. But these stand sometimes : then you must 
stand with them ; but be sure of this, that you are none 
the less growing and" advancing in the heavenly life 
when you obey the holy will which commands you to 
be passive, and cease awhile from going forward in 
what seemed your prescribed course — " They also serve 
who only stand and wait.' 
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V. 

Where is the scribe ? where is the receiver ? where is he that counted 
the towers ? Isaiah zzxiii. 18. 

To have something to fall back upon as a source of 
enjoyment, or of hope and consolation, is the great ob- 
ject of human life ; and hence it was the remark of our 
great moralist Dr. Johnson, that, "in order to be 
happy, we must always have something in view.'* 
Nature is for ever intent upon " counting its towers ;" 
or, in less figurative language we may say, that it is 
always hunting amidst the objects of time and sense for 
something on which to expend its affections. But 
what it gathers in these regions, is, for the most part, 
unstable and unsatisfying. Something which endures^ 
is the matter to obtain. This must be truth; — ^for no- 
thing else possesses within it the elements of immortality. 

But Pilate's question still presents itself, and the 
restless spirit asks as he did, " What is truth ?" 

That is truth my friend (at least that particular por- 
tion of it which practically concerns you)which leads 
you to keep your attention fixed upon the present mo- 
ment, and to stand in that moment as a sentinel on his 
post, watching for, and receiving the order of his Lord 
and Master concerning it, — ^whether it be to do, — ^to 
soffer, — or to enjoy. 
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Now the God of hope fill yon with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope through the power of the holy Ghost. 
Romans xv, 18. 

There is much delight in the exercise of hope. The 
mind of man is so far constituted like his body^ that it 
possesses a capacity for hunger, and a necessity for 
ieating; and such is the overpowering strength of its 
appetite, that when destitute of any present supply of 
food, it turns back to satiate itself with the bones and 
ashes of dead scenes and circumstances. No process is 
more unwholesome than this "chewing the cud of sweet 
and bitter fancies;" though, with imaginative persons, 
none is more common. Hence the holy command "eat 
ye that which is good." Nothing is so good and natural 
for the soul, even as mother's milk to the babe, as an 
object of hope to feed upon; only take care that it is a 
nourishing and good hope. To long for, — ^to seek after, 
and to expect to find, the knowledge of God, and larger 
experience of his ways of leading, and dealing with our 
souls, — ^presents a blessed object of hope to our notice. 
All that is needed to possess and make it abidingly ours, 
is faith in "the power of the Holy Ghost" to fill us 
with "joy and peace in believing" that this divine hope 
may be experienced by us in an abounding measure. 
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VIL 



Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace : thereby good shall 
come nnto thee. 

Receive, I pray thee, the law firom his month, and lay up his words 
in thy heart. Job xadi. 21, 22. 

In the solitude of the mind — ^in that interior world 
where we only axe, and only ever can be happy or mis- 
erable, how essential is it that we should feel ourselves 
in connexion with something which manifests itself as a 
sympathising Guide and Buler. "You have this," the 
merely rational man would say, "in the gift of reason." 

But he would not say what was true. We have, to 
a certain extent, a Guide in Beason; but it is a cold 
and rigid director. It is no comforter, — ^no sympa- 
thiser, — ^no divine counsellor. 

The Creator alone, who "knoweth whereof we are 
made, and remembereth that we are but dust," is the all 
sufficient helper of his creatures. Seek therefore ac- 
quaintance with him, by waiting and watching for the 
pointings of that righteous law which he has promised 
to put into our hearts, — ^^'that we may not sin against 
hiin." 
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Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in 
his holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart; who 
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. Psalm 
xxiv. 3, 4. 

A simple,pure, and humble heart is indispensable to 
flie knowledge of God, and the enjoyment of His 
presence. Great interior watchfulness is necessary in 
order to bring it into this state ; and above all things it 
is essential to hold in check the secret, subtle, and most 
frequent workings of vanity. It is perfectly inconceiv- 
able, till we set ourselves to the task of observing and 
^^ keeping our hearts with all diligence," how the " lifting 
up the soul " with self love, and self exaltation, mixes 
with almost every one of our thoughts, purposes, and 
desires. 

What dreams and dramas, all in favour of self, — all 
tending to the glorification of this great hero, will in- 
sensibly engage our imaginations, unless instantly re- 
jected with calm contempt, as the light from the Spirit 
of Truth reveals them to us ! Precious indeed, is the 
breathing of the renewed soul, speaking in the Psalmist's 
prayer, *^ turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, 
and quicken me in thy way." 
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IX. 

And if they be bound in fetters and be holden in cords of affliction, 
then he sheweth them their work, and their transgressionB that they 
have exceeded. Job zxzvi. 8, 9. 

None but He who made the heart can search its 
mysterious depths, and reveal the deceit and iniquity 
which it harbours. And how does he effect this 
salutary discovery — ^and when ? 

At that propitious season which favours the sowing 
of good seed in the soul ; that is to say, when the wild 
ignorant, covetous will of the flesh " is bound in fetters, 
and holden in cords of affliction " — ^then is God's time 
to show unto the foolish, erring creature, his trans- 
gressions in which he has exceeded ; and by this revela- 
tion he also shows the way of humiliation in which the 
soul is to be healed. 

Hearken diligently to this divine Physician; and 
watch as for your life, for His sacred revelations. 
Humble yourself before the disclosures they make of 
manifold dangerous excesses. " O, how graphic, how 
just," the penitent soul exclaims, "is this scriptural 
expression of my condition — ^my transgressions, in which 
I have exceeded — excessive pride, excessive vanity, ex- 
cessive self love in all things, and at all times I Lord 
cleanse ! Lord pardon !" 
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X. 

Behold I will bring it health and cnre, and I will cnre them, 
and will reveal onto them the abundance of peace and truth. 
Jeremiah xxziii. 86. 

It is the presence of sin whicli causes the variety of 
moral diseases that render the whole world in a spiri- 
tual sense^ one vast lazar-house. Things are false^ and 
yet they are contemplated as true; hence there can 
result nothing to the deceived creature but the interior 
tossings and tumults which belong to the confusion of 
an unhealthy mind. There is only one physician of 
value to turn to in this state ; and that is the holy 
Spirit of Truth. Feel His presence, or, at all events, 
'^feel after it, if haply you may find it, seeing that He 
is not far from any one of us." 

Be assured that as it is His office, so it is His delight, 
to " bring unto you health and cure. " But you must 
submit to His mode of treatment, and lie quite passive 
and patient in His hands. 

*^ Peace and truth" are not things to be learned and 
held in your head as a mere notion. They describe 
a spiritual condition of health and renovation ; and are 
to be received into your moral constitution as new life — 
new being, and can only be so received through the 
death of the old diseased life. 
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With the mind I myself Bcnre the law of God; but with the flesh the 
lawoffidn. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesns, hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death. Bomans Tii. 26. and viii. 2. 

All tlimgs act under the law of their nature ; and it 
is a vast help towards the attainment of a firm abiding 
fiuth and confidence in God, to be fully persuaded of 
this great truth. 

You never find people doubtful or disputatious about 
the laws of arithmetic, because they are well understood 
to be fixed and imalterable ; and it would be considered 
mere folly to argue about their results. Just as sure, 
though not so demonstrable, is the law of God ; that 
law which the Apostle said that he " served with his 
mind," and which he so truly calls the law of the 
spirit of life ; thus distinguishing it as the power which 
was to dethrone and set him free from the law of sin 
and death ; that ignoble law of the flesh which he shared 
with the beasts that perish, and which te served, when- 
ever he enlisted himself imder the coiomand of his carnal 
nature and its desires. 
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Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteoosneBs because of mine enemies; 
make thy way straight before my face. Psalm v. 8. 

*^ Because of mine enemies," said the holy psahnist; 
deeply taught by the illumination of the Holy Ghost, 
and also by severe experience, to perceive and under- 
stand the number and the nature of his spiritual foes. 
^^Because of mine enemies;" — ^because I am helpless to 
see, and impotent to escape from, the snares of those 
that lay wait for my soul, *4ead me O Lord in thy 
righteousness, and make thy way straight before my 
face !" O my soul, let this be thy daily prayer ; and watch 
thereunto with all perseverance. Let not thy words 
go up "as the morning dew that quickly passeth away;" 
but remember them in the moment of temptation, when 
those enemies are near and active, whom thou hast so 
much cause to dread, and against whom, in vain wilt 
thou draw upon any wisdom and strength of thine own. 
It is the righteousness of God, as implanted within thee 
by his spirit, and making thy path the straight line of 
rectitude, which alone can redeem thee from their de- 
struction. 
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I am the Light of the world: he that foUoweth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life. John viii. 12. 

While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children 
of light. Johnxii. 86. 

It clears the way in all religious difficulties^ to have 
a definite conception of the object of our faith. The 
proper object of a christian's belief, is " Christ in him, 
the hope of glory;" — ^that is to say, Christ by his spirit, 
shining upon, and enlightening his path through the 
darkness of the world, the flesh, and the devil — is the 
distinct, well-understood object, felt to be living and 
acting in him which he worships, and aims to obey. 
Turn your attention to his light shining in your con- 
science; mind that, believe in that, yield your will up 
to that; obey its suggestions; submit to its reproofs; and 
let it at all times, be your leader and guide, and you 
will soon be able to say " I know in whom I have be- 
lieved;" ^^Iknow that my Redeemer llveth," and I know 
this is no notion picked out of the letter of scripture 
which I possess, but a full realization of the promise so 
often repeated in the old Testament," they shall know 
the Lord." 
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XIV. 

Stndt is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it. Matthew vii. 14. 

It is one thing to study and to understand religious 
doctrine, and another to apply it to practice ; but the 
test of reality in our condition as professed believers, 
lies wholly in the practical part of it. In the text above 
quoted, we may find an infallible rule whereby to try 
and examine ourselves, and as the apostle says, to " prove 
pur own selves," whether or not we be in the faith. 
Probe the matter therefore with such questions as these : 

*^Do I find the entrance into life strait, and its way 
narrow? Do I experience every day, or, at least, very 
often, interior struggles for deKverance from the sin and 
wilfulness of my fleshly nature? Am I sensible of any 
8tnfe,-any contrariety between my carnal and my 
spiritual nature? Do I, in fact, know with perfect cer- 
tainty, that I have these two natures of flesh and spirit 
within me, and that one is in perpetual antagonism to 
the other?" 

Out of nothing, — ^nothing can come; and quite cer- 
tain is it, that if we know nothing of straitness and 
narrowness, and opposition in the path in which we are 
travelling, it cannot be the way that leads to everlasting 
life. 
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Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell in thy 
holy Wll ? 

He that walketh uprightly and worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
the truth in his heart. Psalm xv. 1, 2. 

O, my soul, take home this sacred lesson for thy com- 
fort and encouragement I Thou mayest be of small ac- 
count with the world, and possess but little wherewith 
to swell a triumph there ; and whatever thou hast of 
true light and knowledge will prompt thee to reply, 
^the less, the better." But thou must possess and call, 
thine own, one thing y or, thou art wretched indeed, — and 
poor with the poorest poverty. Thou must have a habi- 
tation, — a home, — ^a resting place for thy mind ; — and 
thou must have a companion there to speak peace to thee 
in ** the wilderness and solitary place " of thy strange, 
mysterious, inner world ; and who canthis be, but He 
who knows that world, — and who alone can rightly rule 
in, and regulate, and guide, and correct, and counsel 
and comfort the inhabitant of it? Most wise and na- 
tural therefore, is the query, ** Lord, who shall abide in 
thy tabernacle ?" in that tent in my spirit which belongs 
to Thee ; remember the answer, — and make it thy aim 
"to walk uprightly, — to work righteousness, — and 
speak the truth in thy heart" 
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To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the &t of rams. 
I. Samuel xv. 22. 

It IS remarkable how much is said in the Scriptures, 
especially of the old Testament, upon the duty of heark" 
eningi and it is equally remarkable how little attention 
is paid to it. In fact we may venture to believe, that 
but very few persons have the least idea of what it really 
means. Well, and what does it mean ? I would simply 
answer that it means waiting upon God. If this should 
equally require to be explained, I will give the explana- 
tion in the words of an able divine of the seventeenth 
century. 

"Waiting upon God must needs be exercised in 
denying self both inwardly and outwardly; and coming 
to a still, meek dependence upon God by abstracting 
the mind from all its own workings, imaginations, and 
speculations. The soul being thus cleansed and emptied, 
the little seed of righteousness which God hath sown in 
it, and which is burdened by man's natural thoughts and 
imaginations, finds space and ppwer to arise, and to 
become that divine birth by which man's soul is leavened, 
and by abiding in which he comes to be accepted of 
God, to stand in his presence, to hear his voice, and 
understand the motions of his Holy Spirit." 
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In your patience posseBS ye your sonls. Luke zxi. 19. 

Comfort and joy are great blessings; but they are 
administered rather as cordials to cheer and strengthen 
us in our toilsome journey, than as food which we are 
to live upon. 
^ ' The will of God concerning us, which "is our sane- 
tification," is to be our daily bread; and patience mixes 
largely in this nourishment. And, as aU holy truths 
are linked together in beautiful harmony, we shall surely 
find, that as we grow in the ability of possessing our 
souls in patience, we are growing also in every other 
gift and grace of the Holy Spirit, and are becoming 
acceptable in the sight of our great Master, who can 
only love us in proportion as we are made lovely by the 
workmanship of his grace. Hence, how sweet is the 
joy of the renewed soul thus made meet for her Lord's 
approval! Listen to her language: "I will greatly re- 
joice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; 
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
brid^room decketh himself with ornaments, and as a 
bride adometh herself with her jewels." Isaiah Ivi. 10. 
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Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetonsness. 
Psalm cxix. 86. 

There axe two things to be observed in this scripture, 
one, as somewhat to be sought, the other, as somewhat to 
be shunned. 

" Incline my heart unto thy testimonies." What 
"testimonies?" " The scriptures," would be the reply 
of most persons. 

But what scriptures could David refer to in this peti- 
tion ? seeing that most of the scriptures as we have them 
were then unwritten. The scriptures may speak of 
these testimonies, and point the soul to the observance 
of them, but the testimonies themselves are another and 
a more living thing than any written rule. They are the 
gleams of light from the Spirit of Truth which shine upon 
the path of the just, and which, without speech or lan- 
guage, indicate the way in which the believer is to go. 

" Thy testimonies are wonderful," says the psalmist, 
" therefore doth my soul keep them." He knew their 
wisdom and value, and could sincerely pray that his 
heart might be inclined unto them. 

Equally wise and needful is his other supplication to 

be delivered from covetonsness ; that all-devouring desire 

of self-appropriation, which, from the cradle to the 

grave, works the destruction of the creature's moral 

gooA, and peace. 
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Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments; 
which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable tilings is in their 
vessels. Isaiah Izv. 4. 

The whole work of the Spuit of God upon the soul is 
regeneration. His language is ^^ behold I make all things 
«efi7." *^ K any man be in Christ he is a new creature; 
old things are passed away, and all things are become 
wett?." Nevertheless, in the unregenerate part of us, 
there is a perpetual return to these *^ old things," figura- 
tively alluded to in the language of the prophet, " as re- 
maining among the graves," etc. 

The imagination and the thoughts linger over dead 
remembrances, and recur to scenes and circumstances 
which were once pleasing, or interesting in any way. 

But this is a very unhealthy indulgence. ^^ Thou shalt 
not eat that which dieth of itself." Things die a na- 
tural death when they have done their work, and no 
more serve as proper nourishment for the mind to feed 
upon; and in turning to them for that purpose, we 
^' eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things." 
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As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts in your ignorance. 1 Peter i. 14. 

There is much divine light and instruction to be 
derived from this scripture : and first, let us observe 
the term of *^ obedient children." What a scope of 
tenderness and endearment it comprises ! We are to be 
as docile children : God's obedient and good children. 
Does the wise mem of the world and the philosopher 
smile disdainfully at such an idea ? God's child can 
bear it. 

Not *^ fashioning yourselves according to the former 
lusts in your ignorance." 

It is to be observed, that the habits and desires of 
the will insensibly mould us into their own nature ; 
so that we are inwardly fashioned into something 
comely or deformed, just as the prevailing tone of our 
affections is holy or impure. How lovely in the sight 
of God, may, under this aspect of things, be many a 
countenance and form wasted with sickness and infir- 
mity, and which man recoils from ; and how loathsome 
many that he is ready to worship ! — at the last, when 
the husk of the flesh drops off, this will be understood. 
And of the wicked, what will be the Lord's judgment ? 
— " as a dream when one awaketh," so shall he then 
" despise their image." 
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XXL 

Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. Hebrews xi. 1. 

How are we to obtain this faith? This query seems 
to introduce another — viz., what is faith ? 

The text above quoted tells us that it consists of 
substance and evidence. " I will cause those that love 
me to inherit substance " — ^is a precious promise to the 
believer ; and faith is a part of the substance spoken of. 
Trust and confidence in good things to come, is one of 
its characteristics, and " the evidence of things not 
seen is another." This is a remarkable expression ^' the 
evidence of things not seen." When have I this evi- 
dence ; and what does it consist of? I can see at a glance, 
what is meant by " things hoped for " — ^but this *^ evidence 
of things not seen," goes beyond future blessings. It 
seems to point to some immediate good which is nawy at 
this present moment to be mine. Through the power 
and nature of faith no doubt it does. Faith in the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit as revealing the will of God 
to the soul, bestows an ** evidence of things not seen," 
which enriches it with substantial blesnngB ever pre- 
sent, and ever recognised as near and reaL 
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XXII. 

Thon shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. Psalm 
xxxvl. 8. 

Nothing really gladdens the heart of the human 
being with healthy and enduring joy, but a sensible 
experience of goodness. We may be pleased in a high 
degree with such things as gratify our self-love. An 
accession of wealth, or fame, or honour, may impart vast 
elevation to our animal spirits ; but not add an iota to 
our genuine capacity for joy. To reach to this, there 
must be some higher feelings touched than those of self- 
love. We must be made to see the glory and beauty 
of the Divine Nature, and of the emotions which bring 
us into unity with it. 

All soft, compassionate, loving, meek, pure aspira- 
tions of heart, have in them something of the nature of 
God ; and which, to speak of them in the figurative 
language before us, cause our souls, as it were, to drink 
of the river of those pleasures which are at the right 
hai^d of God for evermore, and of which His Holy 
Spirit is the minister. Most carefully should we aim 
to dwell under a sense of the presence of this divine 
guest; and spread out our souls to drink in the heavenly 
dew of his meekening and purifying influences. 
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xxm. 

Thon that art fall of stirs ; a tmniiltaoiis city, a joyous city. Isaiah 
2. 



One of the hardest tasks^and that which requires the 
greatest of the mind's efforts^ is for it to be still ; but 
the first step to the knowledge of ourselves, and one 
which comprizes in it the first step to the knowledge of 
divine truth, consists in controlling the restlessness of 
nature. 

It is, in fact, as good policy, as it is sound piety, to 
inure our souls to tediousness, dryness, and monotony 
in the circumstances of life ; for it is chiefly through all 
this contrariety to the will of the flesh, that the do- 
minion of truth is established in the mind. We are 
told that " tribulation worketh patience ;" that is to say, 
the opposition which trial gives to our desires, works, 
or forms the meek and lovely temper called patience ; 
and then, as holy scripture proceeds to inform us, pa- 
tience produces experience ; or in other words, a living, 
abiding knowledge of God, and his way of acting with 
the soul, and a sweet certainty that he is educating and 
caring for it, and preparing it for himself; none of 
which divine truths can be learnt but through quietness 
of mind. 
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XXIV. 

Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went. Ezekiel 1. 20. 

We read a great deal in the Bible about "the way of 
the Lord/' and it is a great matter to understand what 
it means. The scriptures tell us much respecting its 
nature and office; as, for instance, that it "is strength to 
the upright, that it is a perfect way, that it is the way 
that leadeth unto life," etc. But information is not ex- 
perience; and it is not by reading words about it, even 
though they be true words, that will make us under- 
stand the power of the thing itself. In order to arrive 
at the experience of this, we must observe and obey its 
dictates in our own hearts; so that whithersoever it 
leads, we are ready to follow. 

' To prepare us for this obedience, we must silence the 
motions of our own spirits, and thus open a way in the 
desert of our souls for the entrance of the Divine Spirit ; 
for, of this we may rest assured, that no gleam of 
heavenly light can reveal to us the way of the Lord, 
until we have ceased from the workings of our own 
will and way. " Cease to do evil," precedes the precept 
of "learn to do good." 
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XXV. 

For the weapons of onr warfare are not carnal, bat mighty 
through God to the polling down of strong holds; 

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that ezalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. z. 4, 6. 

The ** casting down imaginations," and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, is the 
great practical work of religion. Once let it be well 
understood, and firmly undertaken and persevered in, 
and the ground is secure on which we may build a 
habitation of peace and rest for our souls. For it is 
with the thoughts and imaginations, that the real 
business of life proceeds. Here, the purpose is con- 
ceived and planned, which is to end in happiness or 
misery. Here, the will, and the desires and affec- 
tions of our nature unrestrained, work more often 
than not, our great loss and error, not to say, sin. 
Thoughts are admitted which ought to have been cast 
down, and vain imaginations grow into strongholds of 
iniquity which make us prisoners to Satan. How all im- 
portant is it tiien, that we possess ourselves of the 
weapons adapted to the warfare which is to end in the 
captivity of these foes. 
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XXVL 

The eternal God is thy reftige, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms; and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee, and shall 
say destroy them. Deuteronomy zxxiii. 27. 

To a heart which the grace of God has softened, it is 
sweet and affecting to reflect, that even in this world 
which " lieth in wickedness," even in this scene of fear- 
ful evil, there have been, and there still are, some who 
can trust in God, and who have been able even to die 
for His Truth's sake. One cannot but pause and ask 
how this is ? 

How comes it, that, whilst to the greater part of 
human beings the idea of God is merely that of the 
letters which compose His name, there are persons 
who have become acquainted with Him, who hold com- 
munion with Him, who pray to Him for light and 
teaching, and who are persuaded that their destiny is 
wholly in His hands ? Well, this happens simply by 
their putting faith in His promises. Such an one as 
this for instance, at the head of this page, is full of 
light and life to them. They believe that their Creator 
18 the eternal God, and that His everlasting arms do 
enfold them in an embrace of love and pity ; and that 
to every one of their spiritual foes. He gives them 
strength to rise superior; and says unto their souls 
" destroy them." 
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XX VII. 

His word ruimeth very swiftly. Psalm cxlvii. 15. 

When a sadden view of a subject, hitherto obscure, 
visits the mind, how common is the expression *^it 
struck me." These glances of light reveal more than 
a thousand words ; but we usually lose their concise 
and valuable revelations from yielding to the prurient 
curiosity of the fleshly mind, which always wants to 
know more than is given it to know. Reverently 
observe and obey the rapid gleams of the Spirit of life ; 
but never presume to question them. The childlike 
spirit to which God vouchsafes His illuminations, does 
not reason or inquire ; it simply receives and obeys. 
For, let it be firmly believed, that the holy Word 
which guides and enlightens the soul, does not stop to 
be argued with. It reveals the way, that is, it makes 
duty manifest ; " and whatsoever doth make manifest is 
light.'' Light, the swiftest — ^the purest — ^the most pene- 
trating of all things — this is the true teacher ; and from 
His teachings there is no appeal. 
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xxvin. 

But who may abide the day of his coining, and who shall stand 
when he appeareth ? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers* soap. 
Malachi ill. 2. 

One of the most painful of religious duties is that of 
quietly submitting to be stript of every thing which na- 
ture most loves and longs to keep ; yet without it, all is 
but " sounding brass and a tinkling cymbaL" The old 
building must be so pulled down, that not one stone is 
left upon another. Thoughts, desires, and remem- 
brances, all the progeny of the old Adam, must be 
slain without pity; that those things which cannot be 
slain or shaken, may remain. Therefore, if we would 
be progressing and growing in the new nature, there 
must be sensibly felt a pruning and excision of old 
things, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Every day 
some anguish must be endured from the wounds which 
grace gives to sin; for "these are contrary the one 
to the other," and will be ever in a state of warfare ; 
and where there is warfare, there will be wounds and 
death; and where these are, there must of necessity be 
pain. Depend upon it, that if there are no pangs felt, 
there is no progress; none of the true baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, and of fire, going on in the souL 
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XXIX. 

Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the Lord 
understand all things. Proverbs xxviii. 5. 

It is instructive, though painful to observe, the total 

ignorance of many of the most intellectual and learned 

persons, respecting the ways and dealings of God. 

They know nothing of themselves as connected with 

Him, nor of the judgment he may pass upon their 

thoughts, desires, and purposes. " They understand not 

judgment " — and are destitute of all comprehension of 

the true nature of things in a moral point of view. 

This astonishing ignorance is simply the result of want 

of faith. 

** They that seek the Lord understand all things." 

Why ? Because they believe in Him ; and the smallest 

measure of faith brings a divinely illuminating power 

with it; and a power not confined to the single 

subject which may be before us, but which runs through 

a glorious chain of truths ; so that it is perfectly true 

that "they that seek the Lord understand all things." 

"When the heart is simple and teachable," says a 

spiritual writer, " it renders the soul simple, clear, and 

altogether abstracted from created things, and divine 

wisdom sweetly draws, and actuates, and enlightens it." 
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XXX. 

It pleased the Lord to braise Mm : when thou shalt make his soul an 
olSering for sin^ he shall see his seed . . . 

He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied ; by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many. Isaiah liii. 10, etc. 

The incarnation of Christ was from the beginning of 
the world. What soul, from the first man to thfe last, 
would ever have found a ray of hope or strength to do 
or to suffer according to the will of God, or have drank 
one drop of divine consolation, but from the union of 
his own nature with somewhat superior to it? Christ, 
** the power and the wisdom of God," was a willing co- 
partner with sinful and sorrowing humanity. It was' 
his precious office of love to go in closest unity with 
the poor, ruined creature through all his earthly vicis- 
situdes. Though despised and rejected by this ingrate; 
whom he humbles himself to serve, still he keeps close 
to him — still he is ready and " mighty to save " — still 
is he living with him, suffering with him, dying with 
him — " tasting of death for every man," and if the 
sinful creature will suffer it, redeeming him from the 
power of the grave, and rising with him to glory. 
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XXXT. 

And even to your old age I am he, and even to hoar hain will I 
carry yon ; I have made and I will bear, even I will carry, and will 
deliver you. Isaiah xlvi. 4. 

There is something very sweet and encouraging in 
remembering that it is the same God, ^^ the Ancient of 
days," who took care of us at our birth, and " in whose 
book were all our members written when as yet there 
was none of them," who ordains, and will watch over 
all that pertains to our passage into another state of 
being. 

^' I have made, and I will bear, and even to hoar 
hairs will I carry you." 

Precious promise ! for ever trust in it. Dismiss all 
anxious fears, all quailings of the fleshly mind in con- 
templating thy transit to another state. He who gave 
thee thy being, and appointed thy place and condition 
in this life, will not fail to be near thee when thou 
passest through the valley of the shadow of death. He 
knows thy feebleness, and, that without him, thou canst 
not be otherwise than appalled at the thought of that 
stupendous passage. But he that made thee, will bear 

hee through, and deliver thee from all fear, and all 

langer. 



i 
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xxxn. 

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the erase of oil fall. 
1 Kings xvii. 16. 

ThiB was plain fare, but it lasted; and that is the 
great matter. To set the habits and desires so that 
they shall last and not go out every now and then, and 
leave the poor soul in darkness, is a great point. "Ye 
have taken away my gods," said Micah, "and what have 
I more?" Take away the company, the pleasure parties, 
the running here and there, and the perpetual feeding 
of the carnal mind upon the savoury meat which it 
loveth, and what has it to fall back upon? To learn to 
bear monotony, and to be contented with simple, humble 
things, is the way to insure to ourselves something as 
near to happiness as our human condition will admit of. 
Learn therefore, to live low and to live uniformly. 
There can be no peace without order; and there can be 
no order in a life that is full of the excitements of pleasure. 
Bear the hungering and wailing of nature after novelty. 
It is the foolish, childish part that is active in such 
longings; and this part you must calmly and silently 
renounce and disdain, and cultivate that higher nature 
which can be patient, and which can bear to be denied, 
and which thrives best in whatever tries its power of 
saying "no" to self-wiD. 
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xxxin. 

I will ran the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge 
my heart. Psalm cxiz. 82. 

There is a straltness and contraction of mind in the 
unregenerate creature, which renders him incapable of 
any cheerful or willing obedience towards God, He 
endeavours, perhaps, to go in the way of the command- 
ments of the Lord; but he feels the yoke of them, and 
is too much embondaged by it, to move swiftly and 
readily thereiii. 

He' may perform many good deeds, and assume with 
earnestness, and even sincere desire, the semblance of 
a religious character; but, until his heart is enlarged 
by the Spirit of life and liberty, it is no true service 
that he renders, but a forced and inwardly disliked re- 
presentation of it. Nor can it be otherwise; since no- 
thing is more certain than the word which tells us that 
"the carnal mind is not subject to the law of Grod; 
neither indeed, can be.'' 

We do but dress up an automaton, and cause it to 
work with machinery, when we begin to act for God 
in our own strength, and before we have earnestly 
sought the enlargement of heart which he who made it, 
alone can bestow. 



I 
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xxxiv. 

Ab the fining pot for diver* and the fiimaoe for gold, 00 is a man to 
his praise. Proverbs zxvii. 21. 

Few things more clearly indicate to the sincere soul 
its real condition before God, than the gleam of light, 
which, as by a glance, reveals every striving of self- 
idolatry. There is an anecdote told of some preacher 
whose name I forget (I dare say every preacher would 
endorse it as having happened to himself) that on being 
complimented, when he came down from the pulpit, 
by a friend, and told that he had preached with a 
power never known before, " Ah " said he ^^ the devil 
said that to me before you did." 

How often has the humiliating discovery to be made, 
of the immense quantity of the dross of vanity which 
mixes with and alloys the Lord's gold ! and as often as 
it is made, so often must the Holy Refiner's furnace 
consume it. 

" Never admit the thought of having done well " sayls 
a spiritual writer, '* but let every thing pass into obli- 
vion, by letting go of that inexplicable feeling, which, 
though perhaps involuntarily, nourishes the mind in its 
own complacency."* 



* Madame Gnyon 
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XXXV. 

Who is a vise iii«a and endned with knowledge among yon ? let him 
shew ont of a good conversation, his w<tfks with meekness of wisdom. 
James iii. 18. 

*^ Meekness of wisdom P The very words have a 
sweet subduing influence^ and when dwelt upon in holy 
meditation^ lead the mind into a holy and spiritual 
frame ; or^ at all events^ they produce in it a tendency 
towards humility. 

« To think upon her (Wisdom) is perfection of 
wisdom ; and whoso watcheth for her shall quickly be 
without care."* 

"Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God,'' 
is the healing balm for all wounds. Having then, the 
promise of this divine gift of wisdom, "let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and of the 
spirit ;" and let us keep the king's highway of holiness, 
whereon shall come " no lion, nor any ravenous beast " 
of the carnal mind; but where the "redeemed of the 
Lord shall walk " in meekness, and purity, and find 
sweet rest and peace unto their souls. 



* Wisdom of Solom(m vi. 15. 

D 2 
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XXXVI. 

From the least of them even unto the greatest of them, every one 
is given to coyetonsness. Jeremiah vi. 18. 

If we set ourselves to the task of watching atten- 
tively over the thoughts and desires of our hearts^ (and 
let us remember that here the work of religion begins) 
we shall be quite astonished to perceive the uniformity 
and the pertinacity with which they are employed in 
coveting something unpossessed. To procure some sort 
of self gratification, is the perpetual, instinctive acting 
of the natural mind ; and, but that from the aid of 
reason, it embraces a wider and a higher scope, this 
propensity to be ever seeking to feed self love, might be 
said to link the human being in very close affinity with 
the beasts that perish. They are always browsing and 
purveying for the indulgence of their appetites. In 
like manner, the carnal mind is for ever hunting after 
an object of enjoyment. The toys of the baby are 
only changed for other toys adapted for children of 
larger growth. As in this state of covetousness, it is 
quite impossible that the soul should honour God, by 
desiring, and delighting in the knowledge and service 
of Him, slay as your worst of foes, all unruly longings, 
and all idolatries ;* and make it your aim at all times 
to " be content with such things as ye have.** 

^CoFetoustiess which is idolatry Ck>L iii. 5. 
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XXX VIL 

No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life 
that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 2 Tim. ii. 2« 

It is of the utmost importance that we should endea- 
vour to preserve ourselves from all unnecessary contact 
with worldly matters ; for they have in their very na- 
ture5 an entangling influence upon the mind, which 
insensibly obscures its highest judgement, and occa- 
sions much confusion in its perception of the different 
affairs with which it mingles. To draw the soul away 
from its centre, and cause it to scatter its strength 
amongst the bewildering multiplicities of such things 
as please the senses, is the constant aim of the enemy 
of man ; and if we would baffle him in his purposes, 
we must stand like soldiers at our post, in the attitude 
of those who watch and wait for the word of com- 
mand ; which generally comes to us very gently, and 
from the stillness and smallness of the voice that utters 
it almost imperceptibly, except to the ear that is well 
trained by obedience to listen to it 
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xxxvni. 

Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Eph. ▼!. 10. 

• 

Some sincere persons, being deeply sensible of their 
weakness in withstanding temptation, are prone to 
shelter themselves from danger by making vows and 
resolutions to abstain from the sin which doth most 
easily beset them. This is generally trusting to a 
broken reed, and is not the right way of escape, even 
if it be successful, for, it places too much assumption of 
strength in the hands of the creature, and is apt to lead 
him into unsafe confidence in the power of his own 
will. Besides, it is only changing the acty not the 
nature of the agent that sins. It is the same impetuous, 
fierce, determined will, the same absolute / which re- 
solves as that which errs. " / will never do this or the 
other wrong thing again." But you may, as stout as 
you are now in forswearing it. Our only resource 
against sin is to cleave unto God, as the Great Being 
who teacheth our hands to war, and our fingers to fight 
the good fight of faith; and this is only done by adher- 
ing to a calm interior stillness, in which, in a way quite 
hidden to human comprehension, the soid grows in 
/power to do and to suffer, and advances in a capability 
of rising above itself, till it becomes consciously and 
savingly, " strong in the Lord^^ and in the power of hU 
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XXXIX 

And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprung up and choked 
them. Matthew xiii. 7. 

It requires great watchfalness to avoid letting in 
such thoughts and feelings into the mind as choke, 
thicken^ and impede its onward progress. There is a 
tendency in the animal nature to " chew the cud " of 
this and of the other fancy, and to indulge in false feed- 
ings, and seek for false resting places wherein to dwell. 

The constant sum of the soul that longs for purity 
and peace, should be to sit loose to earthly influences, 
and to keep the spirit clear— sunple— flowing— not 
stopped by the puddles and mire of worldly things — ^not 
** lading itself with its^own thick clay ;" but dropping 
away quietiy — and steadily, from every impediment 
that obstructs its passing on its appointed path. 

** The well spring of wisdom is like a flowing brook." 
This continual flowing, as of a peaceful, gentle river, 
is what shoidd be, and what certainly, in so far as the 
mind is imder its influence, would be, experienced^ in 
the presence of th^t wisdom which is from above, 
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He shall not be afraid of evil tidings, his heart is fixed, trusting in 
the Lord. Psalm cxii. 7. 

The vicissitudes with which human life is encompassed, 
make it quite essential to our comfort, that we should 
possess some interior stability or fixedness of mind. 
Accustom yourself daily to feel a sure resting place for 
your spirit, and observe what is the mental process 
which hinders, or which helps its establishment. By 
persevering attention to what passes within you, it will 
be easy for you to perceive what produces a brittle, 
hasty, discomposed state of spirit. You will also see that 
it is most commonly in your power to prevent it by 
resolutely shutting the door upon the troops of wander- 
ing thoughts which in our naturally unguarded state, 
lead us captive to many foolish desires and imaginations. 

"For the bewitching of naughtiness doth obscure 
things that are honest; and the wandering of concupi- 
scence doth undermine the simple mind."* In this state 
of mental dispersion we are prepared for nothing; and 
consequently, get scattered and broken to pieces by the 
first stroke of sorrow. It is by standing upon the 
watch, and going softly, that we are able to cultivate 
the calm, meek, imexcited temper, which renders us fit 
to encoxmter in a proper spirit, either prosperity or ad 
versity. 

* Wisdom of Solomon iv. 12. 
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XLI. 

Thou art waxen fat, thoa art grown thick, thou art covered with 
&tne88. Deut. zxzii. 15. 

There is a strength and stubbornness of will in the 
unregenerate mind and all its thoughts and purposes 
which may be described as rendering it thick and im- 
pure. There is no clearness — ^no health in its doings; 
and we neither see where, nor to what they tend, except 
indeed that it is to self-indulgence. 

The habit which the undisciplined mind falls into, of 
running out after distant objects, greatly promotes this 
turbid static of spirit. 

It is a great matter to aim at living in the immediate 
moment, and to avoid all interior doubts and reasonings, 
which always have in them a tendency to produce a 
certain adhesiveness that curdles and thickens the 
vehicle of the soul, so that it can make no progress. 
The order of God is perpetual growth, perpetual ad- 
vancement. "Never hasting, but never resting,*' — ^it 
has been well observed, is the law of all his glorious 
works; and would we but yield ourselves up to his law, 
it would carry us on to the high perfection for which 
we were created. 



i 
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XLH. 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied. Psalm xsdi. 26. 

To be contented with things as they axe^ and to take 
things as they come^ is a simple way of learning to be 
happy. But simple as it is, there are few who under- 
stand it. 

The ravening nature of the fleshly mind is the rob- 
ber and destroyer of all faith, all confidence in God 
and His goodness. The manna which He gives' in the 
desert, in the small duties, and the small pleasures, 
which fill the small moment with its appointed pro- 
vender, the carnal mind ever did, and ever will dis- 
dain. It cannot therefore, " eat and be satisfied " with 
anything ; for it knows not the nature of real satisfac- 
tion. It is the humble soul which aspires to little, 
and is satisfied with little, that eats of what is good, 
and grows thereby. 

O, it is a vast attainment in holy wisdom, to know 
how ^' to go in and out, and find pasture ;" and, when 
all created things are found to be nauseous, that it may 
be said of those who love them, ** they feed upon ashes,*' 
to eat the living bread and be satisfied. Would you 
make this high attainment yours? Be meek and 
lowly in heart; and take your little supply with ^grati- 
tude, as the Lord is pleased to deal it out to you, 
moment by moment. 



liAnrnqi.] EVENTIDK [Sfnlfi^ Cfonhg. 



XTiTTT. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, 
no more can ye except ye abide in me. 
. 'Without me, ye can do nothing. John xv, 4, 5. 

Grod gives to all His rational creatures the means of 
salvation firom evil — ^and they are found in that portion 
of divine light and truth " which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world," But this saving light 
must daily be waited upon, and watched for, and the 
rebellious will of the natural man subjected to its dic- 
tates. Worldly motives of self-interest may suffice to 
help many persons to keep up an appearance of good- 
ness, and actually to refrain from the commission of 
outward sin ; but nothing can act upon the heart and 
affections so as to cause the soul to love and delight in 
goodness, but the light and grace of God* 

Our own springs of virtue can only be grounded in 
that exalted kind of self love which teaches us that it is 
wiser and safer, on the score of common sense, to be 
just and true, and well conducted, and moral, than the 
reverse. But something more than this is requisite to 
enable us to be radically good ; and this can only be 
obtained as we grow up like the branch into the true 
vine, and draw the sap of His divine life into us. 
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All my springs are in thee. Psalm Izxxvii. 7. 

Commonly speaking, the most comprehensive and 
the most useful truths^^ are the easiest to perceive and 
to imderstand. They lie within our reach, and would 
be constantly available to us for our well being, if we 
were suflSciently calm and self possessed to observe and 
practise them. But the thoughts of the fleshly mind 
are like " the eyes of the fool," spoken of by Solomon, 
which " are at the ends of the eartL" 

When once we have an assured faith that all our 
right springs of action have their root in God, we need 
have no solicitude about any thing ; but simply wjuting 
for the true light which comes with the moment's need 
and no sooner, we may feel confident of divine guid- 
ance in every step we take, and thus be always ready 
for every thing ; " having our lamps burning, our loins 
girded, and we ourselves like unto those that wait for 
their Lord.'* 

No species of wisdom is so eminently useful, so en- 
tirely of the kind " which cometh down from above," 
as that which teaches us to dwell in the present moment 
** Abide in me ;" abide in the nowy the I AM. It is not 
to be imagined what light and truth this mode of living 
one moment at a time will difiuse over the path of the 
izzdividual^ nor how clearly It will enable him to dis- 
cern that ^^ all bis springs" are&omtkeEouQtainof Life. 
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Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accep- 
table, and perfect will of God. Romans ^. 2. 

It is the perpetual collision of the blind, stabbom, 
corrupt will of the creature, with the good, acceptable, 
and perfect will of the Creator, which fills the world 
with misery and confusion. Nothing but a rectified 
will can deliver the human being from distress and 
danger ; and here we are told how it is to be accom- 
plished. ** Be not conformed to this world ;" be not led 
by its artificial and conventional customs and laws ; 
neither be in subjection to any of its principles of action, 
"But be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind;" 
that is by the daily, sensible growth of new hopes, new 
views, new desires, and a new and holy life, which ope- 
rates as all life does, naturally, and simply, and instinc- 
tively. In this renewed life, the will is so changed 

firom its corrupt condition of self-hood, that it can dis- 
cern, and satisfactorily know, the will of God to be the 
only good, acceptable, and perfect rule of life* 
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strive to enter in at the strait gate. Matthew vii. 18. 

The process of re-generation is one of pain and diflS- 
culty; and the only sure test we can have that we are 
passing through it^ is our being sensible every day we 
live, of more or less of inward conflict, and inward con- . 
trariety between the will of the old nature and that of 
the new. For old things are not taken out of the way 
merely by wishing for their removal; they must be cut 
oflf by the sword of the Spirit, and a certain degree of 
pain must be felt as a testimony that the work of slay-* 
ing has passed upon them. 

''I kept silence but it was pain and grief unto me; I 
became dumb and opened not my moutL" This is the 
proper state, whilst this interior warfare is going on, 
and the wild, Esau-like nature of the flesh is being 
brought into subjection to the Lamb ^^that taketh away 
the sins of the world." Feel then, the straitness of the 
path in which you are walking, by accustoming yourself^ 
to endure impleasant things; and you will gradually 
perceive their immense value as means of humbling and 
purifying your soid and causing you to become ^^a new 
creature in Christ Jesus." 
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•Be still, and know that I am God. Psalm zlvi. 10. 

No lesson of a praxjtical kind (and aU lessons ought 
to be practical) needs to be so often and so earnestly 
enforced^ as that of being inwardly calm and collected^ 
and wsuting in silence before the Lord when we enter 
upon our devotional duties. The mere effort after in- 
ternal quietness and submission produces a degree of 
healing and comfort to the soul ; for ^ we must suffer in 
some kind and measure before we are chastened and 
purified into the state of spiritual obedience which ren- 
ders us acceptable servants of the Lord; and in what- 
ever way this chastening is adminstered, we can only 
endure it profitably, by being patient, cool, and lowly 
in heart. 

'^ The Lord is good to those that wait for him;" and 
his goodness is best shown in bringing us to that which 
brings us to Him. This is invariably, affliction ; for it 
is necessarily, somewhat which opposes, and therefore 
affliats, the insatiable thirst of the will for its own grati- 
fication ; and in this affliction we are commanded to be 
still — for the noblest of purposes,— even that we may 
know, and love, and trust in Gt)d. 
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My son g^ve me thy heart ; and let thine eyes observe my ways. 
Proverbs xxiii. 25. 

It is true wisdom to take an observation as often as 
possible^ of the Spirit which is the leader of your life. 
We know too well, if we know anything of ourselves, 
that there is very near to us, a subtle and a tempting 
Spirit, ready to suggest, and to assist us in, evil doing. 
But there is also a holy and wise Spirit quite as near, 
and we can never spend too much time in waiting, and 
watching for, his motions. " Let thine «yes observe 
my ways," is the precept of this ever present, ever in- 
structive Guide. As if he had said, observe the differ- 
ence between my ways and your own ; observe how 
continually I restrain and draw you back from the out- 
rushmg purposes of your own wiU. Observe how in- 
variably I point you to quietness and submission under 
trials ; to strict integrity in your dealings with others, 
and to purity and singleness of heart in your dealings 
with yourself in the solitude of your own heart. Ob- 
serve my abhorrence of all pride and vanity, and un- 
holy desires, and how I send the sword of my Spirit 
like a ploughshare through their first stirrings within 
you. Observe how I love and cherish all that is meek, 
and tender, and patient, and self denying, and how I 
comfort you in every affliction by drawing you towards 
tiese precious things. In a word, " observe my ways.^^ 
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Let your moderadon be known onto all men. Philippians iv. 5. 

It is a vast attainment that of moderation. Persons 
with lively imaginations and strong feelings, are always 
apt to run into extremes in thinking, speaking, and 
acting; and the mischief hereby done to the meek, 
tender seed of the divine life in their souls, is incon- 
ceivable. It has been well said by a deeply taught 
servant of God, that " the Holy Spirit, when it re- 
vealeth or manifesteth itself to the soul, cometh always 
with great meekness, humUity, md calmness, like the 
still small voice to Elijah." It is good to remember 
this, and constantly to feel after a cool, equable state 
of mind. Truth may be considered as the spiritual 
centre of gravity in all things; the minute point to 
which they tend, and from which they radiate. The 
least deviation from this centre has a tendency to cloud 
the mind ; and when the deviation becomes great, and 
the individual is wholly gone away from the attraction 
of his centre, he works in the dark, and flounders about 
from one extreme to another ; unsettled — unbalanced — 
and only making " confusion worse confounded." 
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With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself mercifal; with an upright 
man thou wilt shew thyself upright. 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure, and with the froward 
thou wilt shew thyself froward. Psalm xviii. 26, 26. 

The Spirit of the Lord is either a source of comfort 
and joy, or of disquiet even to torment It is from the 
reception we give to it that the whole of our internal 
peace or misery is produced. When our dispositions of 
heart and feeling are merciful, upright, and pure, it 
readily unites itself to them, and by its cheering and 
illuminating influence, it invigorates them with holy 
light and life. But when it encounters froward and 
unholy tempers, the opposition of its divine nature to 
such thorns and briers, renders their evil more keenly 
perceptible, and the disorder and distress which it occa- 
sions more insupportable. Great need have we, there- 
fore, to keep a steadfast watch over the nature of the 
thoughts and feelings we permit to obtain a dwelling 
within us ; and to make it our constant prayer to God 
that he would ** cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of his holy Spirit." That divine petition, 
*^ make jxxe a clean heart, O God, and renew aright spirit 
within me," when sincerely offered up, never fails of 
receiving a favourable response. 
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The way of the just is uprightness ; thou most upright, dost weigh 
the path of the just. Isaiah xxvi. 7. 

There is a state spoken of by the Apostle as belong- 
ing to those who are appointed to the use of " strong 
meat ;" " even those," he says, " who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good and 
eviL" Unquestionably, it is possible to arrive at this 
state ; but it is only in one way, and that is, by watching 
closely how the Spirit of the Lord acts upon our con- 
science, by causing us to detect the smallest deviation 
from the line of rectitude. 

** Thou most upright, dost weigh the path of the just." 
By a delicacy of impression unobserved by the carnal 
mind, but qxute perceptible to the spiritual one, the 
divine Spirit causes the way of the human being to hv, 
so nicely adjusted in the scales of truth and propriety, 
that the slightest oscillation is instantly revealed in order 
that it may be as instantly rectified. It is in this wa}' 
alone that the "just weight'* which is the Lord's, can 
be established and maintained in the soul, to its eternal 
rest and blessedness. 



e2 
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Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion. 2 Corinthians vi. 2. 

We are very prone in our prayers, and in all our 
religious exercises, to overlook the immediate impres- 
sion and effect which they are to produce, and to regard 
them as something laid up for futurity, and the results 
of which are remote. But the way to benefit by our 
devotional duties, is to feel the present help they extend 
to us. This should always be peace, composure of mind, 
and redemption from the confusion and distress which 
ensues from being immersed in the bottomless pit of 
self-hood and its bewildering multiplicities. 

Now, at this present moment, is ** the accepted time," 
in which the Spirit of God acts upon the soul ; for NOW 
is the mode in which the source of all truth operates on 
all things. They never remain motionless, but from 
moment to moment progress to their destined point, by 
the seeming paradox, but nevertheless most comprehen- 
sive and wonderful fact, of standing firm under the im- 
mediate influence of the I am. Thus the fruits and 
plants of the earth advance in the truth of their condi- 
tion ; and thus ought we to abide in the fulness of His 
ever present now^ and know it as the means and the 
time of salvation from sin and of growing up into Him 
who is " head over all, in all things." 



itbniarj.] EVENTIDE. [Cinmls.aami Ciwriag. 



LIIL 

He that believeth shall not make haste. Isaiah xxvili. IG. 

Amidst the fluctuations of hope and fear, the mani- 
fold anxieties respecting uncertain evils, and the distress 
attendant upon those that are real and present, to be 
able to wait patiently for better days, and to leave all 
things that concern us in the hands of God, with quiet 
confidence that He knows better then we do their pur- 
port and issue, — is to be in the possession of a sublime 
principle of conduct, and one which well deserves the 
name given to it by the apostle of " precious faith." 
This principle it is which alone regulates the energies 
of the will, and so subdues its impetuous eagerness to 
anticipate and hasten on the circumstances respecting:: 
which it desires to be satisfied, that it sinks down into 
tranquil submission, content to let the things of the 
morrow take care of themselves. But we must re- 
member that this glorious principle will not slide into 
our minds whilst we are asleep. It must be strenuously 
wrestled for; an4, as a great help to success, let us 
learn with imtiring perseverance, and with unswerving 
constancy " not to make haste." 



iebwats.] EVENTIDE. [(Bfettrfg-t^Jr €i«u«g. 



LIV. 

I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine iniquity* 
Psalm xviii. 23. 

Every human being has some bosom sin, some be- 
setting iniquity which lays him peculiarly open to the 
temptations of his spiritual enemies; and it should be 
his constant aim to wage unceasing warfare with this 
treacherous foe " of his own household." 

It is one of the most efficacious of aids in this work 
of inward purification, to consider that we are always 
in the presence of God; that " He is about our path, 
and about our bed, and spieth out all our ways ;" nor 
can any desire be more fraught with the means of its 
own fulfilment, then that which prompts the soul to 
long to be '^upright before Him." What a holy check 
upon the first motions to evil is the remembrance 
"Thou God seest me 1" and the salutary recollection that 
" all things are naked and open in the sight of Him 
with whom we have to do." O, cherish then, as the 
apple of thine eye, every holy thought, every gentle, 
loving temper ; that in the strength and power of good- 
ness, thou mayest be able to keep thyself from thine 
iniquity, and to be upright before thy God. 
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Rejoiceth in the trutli. 1 Cor. xiii. 6. 

It is highly desirable, but in our corrupt condition, 
exceedingly difficult, to love truth simply as truth, and 
on account of its beautiful pureness. The intensity of 
self-love, and the desire of self-aggrandisement pollute 
the motives even of our best thoughts and deeds ; and 
if we venture to look at them closely, we shall too often 
discover that we are rather seeking something for self 
to feed upon, than good for its own sake. 

It is one of the features in the divine portrait from 
which the text is taken, that she ^^ seeketh not her own ;" 
and if we would bring our minds into as near a resem- 
blance as we can to this heavenly image, we must 
again and again contemplate the loveliness of love as 
pourtrayed in the characteristics of it heres pecified. 
Love for loving's sake is to be our model. Love, re- 
joicing in nothing but the truth I Love, seeking nothing 
for herself, no, not even her own. Never behaving 
herself imseemly, [never being easily provoked ; but, 
bearing all things like a patient lamb, and finding her 
joy in the sweet simplicity of trutL 
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In their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved 
them ; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them 
and carried them all the days of old. Isaiah Islii. 9. 

The Germans have a beautiful idea of the presence 
of an angel, when the soul sinks unexpectedly into a 
deep and sweet silence. " An angel has passed by !" 
they say. There should be a frequent seeking for the 
serene, quiet, waiting state in which the Angel of God's 
presence may be felt to pass by. Ah, how continually 
do we need to come under the shadow of this celestial 
visitant ! How frequent are the mournful occasions in 
which we require to be reminded that the angel of our 
heavenly Father's presence is with us in all our afflic- 
tions, and that he shares them with us, and carries us 
triumphantly over their power ! But the faith, alas, is 
wanting ; and thus it happens that God is not known 
as his Holy Spirit yearns to make Him known to us, 
as " our refuge and strength, our very present help in 
time of trouble." How true is the pathetic complaint, 
*' how often would I have gathered you, and ye would 
not !" 
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Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted 
with all my ways. 
Thou nnderstandest my thoughts afar off. Psalm cxzxiz. 2, 8. 

It is quite certain that the Teacher which is effec- 
tually to influence and instruct the soul in a way of 
righteousness, must be one that has access to the 
thoughts and desires of the heart : since it is with these 
that all good and evil purposes begin, and thence pro- 
ceed into acts. Hence, the gift of God's Spirit, and 
the consciousness of the human being that he possesses 
this gift, are the helpers to which we must turn in the 
work of inward redemption from sin. If we had not 
the testimony of Scripture to the presence of this 
Almighty Judge and Saviour within us, still, from the 
analogy to be observed in the dealings of Providence, 
we might be assured that we should not be left destitute 
of what is so constantly needed. '^ Said I not to thee 
that if thou wouldst believe, thou shouldst see the glory 
of God?" But as the holy word has it, "the stork in 
the heavens knoweth her appointed times, and the 
turde, and the crane, and the swallow observe the time 
of their coming; but my people know not the judg- 
ment of the Lord." Jer. viiL 7, 



itbroatjO EVENTIDE. [Cfen^-atfent^ «fojmq[. 



LVIIL 

Stand fast in the Lord. Philippians iv. 1. 

A command to abide, — ^to stand fast, — ^to hold fast, — 
to cleave, — ^in a word, steadfastly to adhere to that of 
God which is made manifest to our consciences, is con- 
tinually enforced upon us as a religious duty in the 
Scriptures ; and in the old Testament we repeatedly find 
a state of sureness and stability set forth as the result 
of trusting in God. " They that trust in the Lord shall 
be as Mount Zion which cannot be removed, but which 
standeth fast for ever." 

It only remains then, that we daily feel after a secret 
consciousness of somewhat in our souls which is of God, 
and that we gather to, and concentrate our minds upon, 
this interior sense of the holy power of the Lord. But 
we must remember that this precious thing is not found 
in a moment, nor just as we choose to seek for it in a 
fitful and capricious way. We must wait upon it in 
humble silence; reverently watching for its motions, 
and dutifully obeying such of them as we can under- 
stand; and there are few that are not plainly intelligible 
to the docile and simple-minded scholar. 
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Plead my cause, Lord, with them that strive with me; fight against 
them that fight against me. 

Stop the way against them that persecate me ; say unto my soul, I 
am thy salvation. Psalm xxzv. 1, 8. 

If we are in a state of spiritual regeneration, we shall 
be distinctly conscious every day that we live, and pro- 
bably, many times in a day^ of something that opposes, 
wrestles with, and, as it were, " stops the waif* against 
all evil thoughts and desires. Let us, with the most 
prompt decision, yield up our will to this antagonist of 
sin, self, and Satan. Remember the holy word which 
says *^ the battle is not yours, but God's." And again, 
*^ the Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 
peace." Precious are those words of needful comfort ! 
for what can we do of ourselves, in our various exigen- 
cies of a spiritual kind ? What do we know of the 
strength and subtlety of our invisible foes ? Just no- 
thing : and our first step to help is firmly to be persuaded 
that we do indeed know nothing, and therefore can do 
nothing, towards delivering ourselves out of their power. 
Then we can commit our way unto the Lord, who does 
know just what is good for us ; and who permits our 
particular trials and temptations for the proving of our 
faith, and the purification of our hearts. 
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Because they liave no changes, therefore they fear not God. 
Psalm Iv. 19. 

It is said In Scripture^ that ^^ the prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them ;" and unquestionably, with respect 
to the deadening influence which it conunonly possesses 
of increasing the natural hardness and unbelief of the 
heart, no state is much more to be dreaded than one of 
uninterrupted ease and prosperity. " He that hath not 
suffered, wliat doth he know ?" To bring us into true 
wisdom therefore, it pleases the mercy and goodness of 
God to chequer our earthly lot with trial and vicissitude. 
He ^^ leads us about," and that as it were blindfold ; 
asking us for nothing but child-like trust, and a full 
conviction that " he knows the thoughts that he thinks 
towards us ; and that they are thoughts of good and 
not of evil," 

Thus strengthened with might by his Spirit imparting 
faith to our inner man, we may come up safely " through 
the wilderness, leaning on our Beloved ;" and ^^ amidst all 
the changes and chances of this mortal life," may grow 
the stronger through their instrumentality ; since every 
fluctuation in things temporal only will help us more 
constantly to turn, and to cleave to those which are 
eternal. 



> 
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The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, the name of the Qod of 
Jacob defend thee. 

Send thee help from the sanctaary, and strengthen thee out of Zion. 

Bemember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice. 

Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel. 
Fsalm zx. 1. 4. 

How fiill of sweetness are these divine words I — ^how 
entirely adapted to the case of a suffering, sorrowing 
sinner ! — ^whose soul, though broken by chastisement, 
is still repentant, still faithful in kissing the hand that 
holds the rod, and able to say with the patriarch, '^though 
he slay me, yet will I trust him," 

Thou mayest safely do so, " O, thou afflicted, tossed 
with tempest and not comforted " — nor yet capable of 
being comforted with the consolations which this world 
has to offer thee. 

Be it enough that the Lord hears thee in this thy 
day of trouble, and secretly and surely defends thee 
from all harm ; that he strengthens thee out of Zion, 
his city of peace and truth ; that he remembers all 
thy tears and prayers, and will in his own good time, 
grant thee their full fruition in his heavenly kingdom. 
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That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts. 

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind ; 

And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righ- 
i«ousness and true holiness. Ephesians iv. 22, 24. 

O Thou that administerest strength to the feeble, 

enable me to resist and reject all the evil tempers and 

habits of my corrupt and fallen nature ; and be pleased 

to reveal to me, in order that I may abhor and renounce 

them, all the false covetings of my desperately wicked 
and deceitful heart. And, seeing that it is the work 

of thy blessed Spirit, and His alone, to renew me in 

the spirit of my mind, by putting into it good desires, 

and begetting me anew into thy likeness, O grant me 

grace to unite my will with every holy and righteous 

aspiration, every breathing after a new and better life, 

and every motion of the " new man," which that good 

Spirit may cause to stir within me ; that thus I may 

*^ grow up into Him in all things," who is the Son oi' 

thy love, and the everlasting Saviour and Redeemer of 

aU who put their trust in Hun. Amen. 
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In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin; bathe thatre- 
fraineth his lips is wise. Proverbs x. 19. 

Aim at repressing that nature which is so prone to 
let itself out in words. And do not imagine that this is 
to be done simply by refraining the utterance of the 
bodily lips ; for there is a tongue within that requires 
to be silenced, and which is perpetually assailing us 
with the multitude of words in which sin is seldom 
wanting. This tongue proceeds from the false, earthly 
life of the natural man, which is always in league with 
the spirit of this world ; the spirit of the false woman 
spoken of in Scripture, ^^ the stranger which flattereth 
with her words." Watch thy way, and promptly cut off 
all occasion of falling through the snares of this spirit, by 
endeavouring as much as possible to preserve in thine 
inner nature, a steadfast, right-on gaze. '* Let thine 
eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight 
before thee. Turn not to the right hand nor the left" 
Proverbs iv. 25, 27. 
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LXIV. 

Thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. Hosea vi. 5. 

The motions of the Spirit of God are various as to 
their modes of manifestation, but the term which seems 
the most adequately to express them is that of light — 
*^ Whatsoever doth make manifest is light." Now this 
is a remarkable and very profound expression, testi- 
fying in concise terms, but with most comprehensive 
meaning, the nature and oflBice of the Holy Ghost. It 
makes things " manifest " to the soul — ^that is its office ; 
and it does so, by the agency of light, which is its 
nature. Thus, it shines — ^it shows — ^but it does not 
argue. Argument bespeaks two views of fi case ; but 
there are no double views — no doubts — and no room 
for arguments and opinions in the revelations of the 
Spirit of God. They enlighten, and point to the path 
the believer is to take ; but they enter into no reason- 
ings thereon. Reason has its own place and province 
in the nature of the human being ; but things that are 
spiritual must be judged of, and decided, by a higher 
agent than reasoti. It is by obedience that the soul 
gets to know the way of this divine agent ; for, as he 
walks in the path of the just, he finds that it is one of 
light which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day. 
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Grieve not the holj Spirit of God. EphesiaiisiT. 80. 

The name of this Spirit is beautifully and truly that 
of " the Comforter ;" and wise and needful is the coun- 
sel which tells us not to grieve him. For he comes, too 
often, to a treacherous heart ; and too sadly certain is 
it, that he presents himself, for the most part, only to 
be despised and rejected. O thou, who delightest in 
mercy — thou who givest thy good Spirit to instruct us — 
thou who hast pleaded with us by the tender re- 
monstrance, ** O, that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments, then should thy peace have flowed as 
ar]Yer,andthy righteousness as the waves of the sea," 
be pleased to incline our hearts to love, and to long for, 
the sweet visitations of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 
Imbue us so deeply with the gentleness and loving 
kindness of his heavenly nature, which is thy nature, O 
loving Father, that we may ever find it too hard, and 
too hateful a sin, to grieve him by indulging in any of 
the evil tempers that are contrary to his healing and 
redeemii^ grace. 
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By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer ns, God of 
our salvation; who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth. 

Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and 
the tumult of the people. Psalm Ixv. 6, 7. 

We cannot make much in a way of personal appKca- 
tion of these scriptures, whilst we look only at their 
literal import; but what may we not make of them 
of the deepest instruction, and as a means of helping us 
to the sweetest peace, when it is given us to penetrate 
into their hidden and spiritual meaning ! 

Whatever tends to purify the heart, and deliver it 
from evil, must in the necessity of its nature, be terrible 
to the corrupt part of us. When therefore, the Father 
of mercies answers our prayers for truth and hoUness, it 
must needs be by such *^ terrible things" as alarm and 
distract poor flesh and blood, and cause it to be "at its 
wits end." But it is through such exercises as these, 
and throuffh these alone, that we learn the salutary lesson 
of silently and patiently composing ourselves to bear the 
Lord's will. It is thus that we become recipients of his 
blessed spirit's influence; and well assured, from actual 
experience, how certainly it is that which stills the 
tumult of the stormy ocean of disordered nature. 
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There is no fear in love ; but perfect love castetli out fear ; because 
fear hath torment. I John iv. 18. 

Fear is natural to a sinful and corrupt state of being; 
for a secret instinct assures those who are in this condition 
that it is an insecure one. We have a consciousness 
quite independent of the knowledge we gather from 
scripture, that we have lapsed from our proper place of 
dependence upon, and obedience to, the God who made 
us. The mysterious circimistances that surround us, the 
vicissitudes and sufferings, and finally, the death of 
human beings, necessarily add to the fear which belongs 
to us as fallen creatures, and induce irritability, bitterness, 
hatred, and all the dark feelings which make their dwelling 
in the gloomy chamber of fear. It is only by walking in 
the light of love where no darkness is, and no bitter 
plant can spring up, that we rise out of the dominion of 
fear. ^*But we cannot command the power to love," it 
may be said. True; we cannot; but we can keep near 
to that Spirit which teaches us to pity, and forgive, and 
which melts and prepares our hearts to receive ability 
to love. 
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. The meccifiil man doeth good to his own sool ; hvt he that is ernd 
tronbleth his own flesh. Proverbs ii* 17. 

If it ware only as means to our own indiyidual happi- 
ness and peace^ it would behove us to aim at e^iablishing 
in our minds a principle of beneyolenoe ; a spirit of 
kindness^ forgiveness^ forbearanoe, and compassion. 
Precious is that holy precep^> ^^ let Ihe p^u^e of God 
rule in your hearts*. .and be ye thankAil. 

Here is work enough cut out to our hands. Work fjpit 
every day, and every hour in the day, through the 
longest life ; work which apks for an unceasing woir&pe 
with every bitter thought, every evil surmise, eveiry stir- 
ring of revenge, of anger, of malice, of eniry . But, whair 
ever the pain and difficulty which atteAds tlie p^orm-- 
ance of this work, it is. well worth luidergoing it. 
Well worth the sharpest and most protracted oonflict 
is it, to be delivered from the gloom, and restlessueas, 
^d internal torment which are part and piyr/e^ of all 
evil tempers. 

Truly indeed, as the holy text has it, doth h^ that is 
cruel " trouble his own flesh;'* whilst in every thought 
and deed of kindness and mercy, he brings blessed and 
everlasting good into his own souL 
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LXIX. 

^ere is a path wliicli no fowl knowetb, and which the vnltnre's 
eye hath not seen ; the lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce 
lion passed by it. Job xrvUi, 7, 8. 

This is the patib of holiness^ where no fierce passions^ 
no vulturous eyes, nor crooked serpents can find en- 
trance. It is to be sought where alone it can be found, 
in lliat still, quiet silence which opens the gate that 
leads to it. The Lord's favour is towards this gate ; 
for He "lovetib the gates of Zion (the city of peace) 
more Hiaa aU the dwellings of Jacob f and He is easier 
found at this portal of interior, humble passivity, than 
by any of the ways and means of man's contriving. 
And of this be assured, that if He be not found in a 
way of joy and comfort. He will surely be met with in 
a way which strengthens patience, purity, peace, and 
ability to do or to suffer the trials of the day and hour. 
" Wait then, on tihe Lord ; be of good courage, and He 
ahaU strengthen thy heart; wait, I say, on the Lord." 
Psalm xzvii L 
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For it IB God which worketh in 70a both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. Philippians ii. 13. 

There is avast variety of religious profession, and 
many are the cries of "lo here," and "lo there," and 
**I am of Paul and I of Apollos;" and there is a won- 
derful deal of doctrinal knowledge exceedingly rife at 
the present day ; but the whole fftst of the matter, in 
so far as it regards the principle of holy faith which 
is to regulate our walk and conversation in this world, 
may be said to lie in these words of the apostle; "it is 
God that worketh in you both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure." 

Let this be but sincerely believed, let there be eeta* 
blished in the soul an abiding sense of the presence of 
God within it, directing,, warning, and working in it 
both to will and to do, and there can remain no doubt, 
no fear, no uncertainty on the creature's part as to the 
nature of the Creator, nor yet of its own immediate 
and intimate, and most blessed connexion with Him. 
And this sense of our close and living relationship with 
God, is what our religion is to do for us, or it will be 
found, as to life and reality, — ^to have done nothing, 
though we could talk of its doctrines with the tongue 
of an archangel. 
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Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beanties 
of holiness from the womb of the morning ; thou hast the dew of thy 
youth. Psalm ex. 3. 

The day of trial of any kind is the day of God's 
power; the time in which the smallest degree in 
which the soul may be possessed of the divine life, 
will be sure to manifest its presence; and then it is 
that the beauties of holiness, its faith, patience and 
love, bloom forth more lovely than the rising of the 
early day, or ^*a morning without clouds." 

Why then, should we allow any anxiety or doubt 
to harass our minds, as to whether or not we shall be 
able to do or to suffer apprehended exigencies ? All 
thii^ are possible whilst our eye is fixed upon God, 
and we establish ourselves upon quiet confidence in 
His aid; and nothing is possible in the way of endurance 
without this inward fixedness of soul. Let the lan- 
guage of the psalmist be always present in moments 
of despondency; "why art thou cast down O my soul, 
and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in 
God, for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of 
my countenance and my God." 
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Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward; he that doth keep 
his soul shall be far from them. Proverhs xxii. 5. 

The keeping watch and ward over the sotd, the con- 
stantly having an eye upon what is going on there, is 
the one thing needful ; and a very high state of spiri- 
tuality has been obtained by whoever is well grounded 
in the science of ^^ keeping his heart with all diligence." 
The question then arises of " how is this to be done ?** 
Not by " heaping up to ourselves teachers ;" not by 
any process of reasoning; not by seeking to fortify 
ourselves with good resolutions against absent trials and 
temptations. No; it is by watching our way with 
steady and persevering attention to the present moment;, 
and, as cautious travellers who are pursuing a dan- 
gerous path, look neither to the right hand nor to the 
left, lest they should get entangled amidst thorns and 
briers, so we are to go right on, keeping a single eye to 
the present step we have to take, and at every difficulty 
to feel after the present patience it demands. Nothing 
is more simple than the process of ^^ keeping our souls," 
but owing to the intense corruption which embondages 
them, nothing is more difficult to accomplisL Only let 
us be faithful, and strength will be sure to arise as it is 
needed. 
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Now I Paul myself beseech yoa by the meekness and gentlenen of 
Christ. 2 Cor. x. 1. 

There are certain words^ and peculiar phrases in 
Scripture which are in themselves a prayer and a ser- 
mon. This of " the meekness and gentleness of Christ, " 
how full of sweetness, how suggestive of love and 
beauty, and of all that the human creature needs, or 
can yearn for, of goodness, is it I 

We only know the nature of God through the Son 
of his love, even " Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God." He, " whose goings forth have been 
from everlasting, " and who, before t];Le days of Abraham, 
was still X Am, he it is whose characteristics are ^^ meek- 
ness and gentleness." What have we then to do, but 
to pray the Father that he would infuse into us the 
Spirit of this meek and gentle one, and cause us to find^ 
in the exercise of his patient and lamb-like nature, the 
true happiness for which it was his good pleasure to 
call us into existence ? 
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LXXIV. 

One tbiiig have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after ; that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. Psalm xzvii. 4. 

To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire at 
the Fountain of all Perfection, for a solution of thfe 
wonders, the glories, and the exquisite marvels of his 
creation; — ^to drink in fresh knowledge of otir Great 
Creator's blessed nature of love and loveliness — ^think, 
O soul of man, what satiation of joy this must be, when, 
even now, obscured and perplexed as it is by the inter- 
mixture of evil which meets us every where, the radi- 
ance of his beauty still gleams forth to cheer and delight 
our souls, even as the natural light of the sun revives 
and comforts our bodies. 

In the melody and harmony of music, in the beautiful 
manifestation which imagination, through the power of 
genius, makes to us, of a perfection and a rapture for 
which we sigh, — and of a love for which we pant, — ^*4n 
all things fair and sweet," we trace his presence, "but 
dimly seen," as yet, indeed, but sufficiently discerned 
by the trusting, honest heart, to prompt the supplica- 
tion, "one thing I ask of Thee, dear Lord, — Thyself!" 
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V 

In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride ; but the lips of the wise 
shall preserve them. Proverbs ziv. 8. 

Attend carefully to the language of the thoughts, for 
these "are counsellors that feelingly persuade us what 
we are," Most true is it that "in the mouth of the 
foolish there is a rod of pride;" and equally true is it 
thatin this matter ofprideandself worship," weoffendall.*' 
The point we have to ascertain is, whether, being con- 
scious of this innate bent of our souls to "secret sins" 
on the score of vanity and personal adulation, we cause 
this "rod of pride" to be instantly renounced as a foolish 
thing; or whether we unite with and cherish, and help 
it to substantiate itself into a habit. 

Let us observe how this matter stands with us; and 
above all things, let us inquire diligently if the chaste, 
humble whisperings of that "still small voice" which 
reproves and subdues all the folly of self exaltation, be 
reverently hearkened to. Very near to us, we grant, 
is the nature that sins; but equally near to us, if we 
are careful to look for it, are the lips of the wise Teacher 
who preserves /rom sin. 
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But they hearkened not, nor inclined thdr ear ; but walked in the 
counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backwarcf 
and not forward. Jeremiah vii. 24. 

That we should " hearken " and " incline the ear,'* 
are words of counsel frequently given to us in the 
scriptures. Now, what do they mean? We hear 
them as implying something very plain and intelligible ; 
but, plain and intelligible as it may seem, it is scarcely 
too much to say, that not one in a thousand who hears 
these words, has the least idea of the particular mental 
exercise to which they point. 

It is usually supposed that the hearkening and the 
inclining of the ear so often spoken of, has reference to 
the listening with our outward ears to the preaching of 
the appointed ministers of the gospeL But the 
hearkening spoken of alludes to something much closer 
to us than any external ministry. ^^ Hearken to me, 
ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is 
my law." This is what we have to hear, aud to which 
we must incline our ear ; viz : — the law of the Lord — 
whose office it is to convert (that is, to change) the 
course of the soul, by delivering it from walking in its 
own counsels aud evil imaginations, and causing it to 
go forward unto growth in grace. 
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Thewisdomofthepradentistoiiiidfflstandhiswsy. ProYerbe xiv. 8. 

This understanding of our way is a matter of the ut- 
most importance ; for it comprises much more than at 
t^e first glance we can suppose it to mean. What is it 
to understand our way ? Is it not clearly to perceive 
what we are really about in our habits of thought and 
action^ and whether it corresponds to what we ought 
to be about? Is it not thoroughly to understand what 
we desire, and what God desires of us, and if there be 
unity between His will and ours ? Is it not to under- 
stand what is true, soKd, and worthy of being loved, 
and sou^t, and firmly held ; and being able to separate 
it at a glance from what is false and superficial ? 

Surely it is. Surely this is the " wisdom of the 
prudent ;" and all we have to ask is, " how shall I 
come by it ? Come to that in yoiur own heart which 
limits thoughts, and restrains folly ; and which cements 
and builds something solid in your mind ; and estab- 
lish it as a certainty, that this wisdom will never come 
whilst you are dozing in your arm chair ; but that you 
must, as it were, go through fire and water to find it. 
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I 

U 1 have walked with vanity, or if my foot Hath hasted to deceit ; 
If uiy step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after 

wine eyei, fto. Job xzsl. 5, 7. 

Keep to that clear, pure, intuitive perception of the 
truth which will reveal to you much quicker than words 
oan, when you are in danger of "walking with vanity ,*' 
and when your foot is about to "hasten to deceit." 

Know what the "turning out of the way," and letting 
tlie "heart walk after the eye "means; and keep close to 
that inward reprover which restrains this "walking of 
the soul." In a word, feel continually somewhat which 
governs, and in so far as your nature requires it, which 
pains you; for there can be no yoke put upon the wild- 
ness and impulsive wilfulness of the corrupt part, but 
must give pain ; and if you desire to obtain a habit of 
noble self command, and of courage to ^' stand in the 
evil day," you must never be afraid of pain. The only 
thing you have to fear, is the voice of that false spirit 
spoken of in scripture, "which with her much fair 
speech," and her enticing soothings and delights, be- 
guiles the soul into walking with vanity, and "hasting 
to deceit." 
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Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleatings of the 
flocks ? Judges v. 16. 

There is a strange and most seductive pleasure in 
the tender kind of melancholy which accompanies the 
backward glance of the mind upon days that are gone. 
We do not think it possible that we should suffer loss, 
but rather that we should be improved on the moral 
side of our being by indulging in these reminiscences. 
But this is a mistake. The tenderness which seems to 
us so amiable, is not of the kind which improves the 
heart; for we may observe that selfi& always the pro- 
minent object in the panorama; and as a proof that this 
is the case, and that there is no enlargement of soul, 
or expansiveness of love, in such emotions, let us remark 
how small and vapid the interest is, with which we 
hear other people dilate upon such themes, and the 
feelings which they excite in their minds. We are 
to keep a forward^ not a backward glance upon our 
path; and to renounce as ignoble and enervating, those 
delusive impulses which lead us to gather a halo of 
interests round every thing that relates to ourselves. 
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Little children keep yonrselves from idols. 1 John y. 21. 

How prone is the heart to dwells and to work^ in the 
chambers of imagery ; and how totally unconscious is 
it that this is a " work of errors, " till the Spirit of Truth 
reveals its root and tendency I The morbid feeding of 
the mind upon dead remembrances, or equally dead ex- 
pectations, and the revelling upon images and idols, 
arise from the false activities of the corrupt nature; 
which not only bring no fruit to perfection themselves, 
but which hinder the springing of the good seed that 
might do so. Wise then is the counsel which enjoins 
us to keep ourselves from them. Keep to the present 
thing and moment ; no matter how trifling (so that it 
comes in the reasonable and proper course of things) 
nor how uninteresting — ^nor how wearisome — ^nor yet 
how painful. The immediate object of the immediate 
instant, is the only reality we possesd; and by mifid iTig 
only realities, we shall always be in the truth, and al- 
ways be ready for whatever may be appointed for us in 
the yet unopened book of destiny. Thus, being girded 
up, and with eyes looking straight before us, we shall 
be built into a stable, enduring condition of moral being, 
and not have a shadowy existence in the vapour and 
confusion of interior phantasmagoria. 
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All things are lawfiil for me, but I will not be brought under the 
power of any. 1 Coir, y. 12. 
I keep under my body and bring it into suljection. 1 Ck)r. ix. 27. 

What a pleasant and easy thing it is to hear or read^ 
while sitting at our ease^ striking and instructive pre- 
cepts and truths ; and what a painful exercise it is to 
be tried with the circumstances which can alone render 
those precepts and truths of any practical value to us I 

How is it with lliee, my soul in such a case ? Dost 
tfaoa put aside the wise monitor in thy conscience when 
it suggests that the time is come for proving thy prin- 
ciples, and showing how much of earnestness and sin- 
cerity there was in thy desire to become well instructed 
unto righteousness ? Dost thou yield to the coaxing and 
careedmg of another counsellor who says — ^^ not now " — 
or ^this is a trifle " — ^there can be no harm in a little 
self indulgence here ? — or, dost thou brace thyself with 
starei^th, and rise to the occasion, by bringing self into 
8abjecti<m, and nobly disdaining, like the Apostle, to be 
hronght under the power of anything, however lawful ? 
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If thou seekest her as Bilver, and searchest for her as for hid trea- 
sures ; then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God. Proverbs ii. 4, 5. 

To search for wisdom as for hid treasures^ is not to 
study books, or to work vehemently in the will of the 
natural understanding; but rather to stop and silence 
these exertions of the fleshly mind, and to bring them 
into meek obedience to something better than them- 
selves. If any one takes upon himself to suppose that 
his inward passivity requires no effort, and is, in point 
of fact, an idle and profitless proceeding, let him 
try for a quarter of an hour to be silent before the 
Lord, and thus put himself in a condition to be acted 
upon instead of acting. 

Let him be made to see and feel what it involves of 
self-government, and self-resistance, to sit mentally 
still, and to close the door upon every thought and im- 
agination. Then, and not till then, he will be able to 
form some conception of what is meant by ** searching 
for wisdom as for hid treasures," and will, perhaps, per- 
ceive that the mere standing still for a time in spirit, 
introduces a savour of heavenly wisdom into the soul 
which disposes it to long for more. 
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strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man. Eph. iii. 16. 

Ko virtue Is so constantly needed by the Christian 
pilgrim^ and none so distinctly and directly brings a potent 
and present blessing in its exercise^ as patience; for 
none puts us so perfectly in possession of all the mental 
as well as spiritual power which belongs to us. It truly 
strengthens us with might by the Spirit of God. 

See the most highly gifted individual under trial, who 

happens to be undisciplined in the government of his 

temper; and how poor is the condition to which his 

want of patience reduces him. Hence, how truly wise 

and dignified is the counsel which says to us '^in your 

patience possess ye your souls. '^ As though the holy 

monitor had said ^^ expect no miracle to be worked, no 

extraordinary aid extended for your deliverance in the 

tame of trial; but possess your soul and all its energies 

and capabilities, sound and unbroken, in calm and stead- 

&8t endurance; and thus give scope to the gloriouB 

power of GU)d to shine through your &Ith and patience 

to your great joyfbhiefls and sanctification. 
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Be not afraid of sadden fear, nor of the desolation of tlie widced 
when it cometh. For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep 
thy foot from being taken. Proverbs iii. 52, 26. 

It IS worthy of remark for our support and consola- 
tion in times of trouble, how manifold and how en- 
couraging are the conunands given to us in the Scrip- 
tures, not to be afraid. 

Most clear is it, that the wise and gracious Being 
who holds our destiny in his keeping, foreseeing that 
in such a nature, and in such a world as ours, we should 
need nothing so much as assurance from Him of safety 
on which to repose, and from which to derive strength 
and hope when the strange and startling circumstances 
of our condition— -disease, disaster, and death, rose up 
to terrify us — ^has again and again, encouraged us to 
cast aside all dread, and all doubt, and to ^^ be strongs 
and of good courage," and trust ourselves entirely in 
his hands. The servant of the Lord therefore, has no 
need to be afraid of sudden fear, nor of the desolation 
of the wicked ; he must suffer, and he must die ; but 
in suffering and in death, the Lord is to be his confi- 
dence and his salvation, on the strength of his own re- 
peated promises that He will be so. 
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ThoxL whidi has shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken 
me again, and shalt bring me up again firom the depths of the earth. 
Psalm Ixxi. 20. 

Under the influence of God's holy Spirit, and hiB 
wise and merciful guidance through them, our "great 
and sore troubles," prove, in their results, to be our 
greatest blessings, and ill would it go with us with re- 
spect to our growth in grace, and a meetness for heaven 
land holy things, without them. 

What has the servant of the Lord truly learned of 
bis heavenly Father's ways and divine nature, what has 
he ever acquired tliat has grown into a principle of con- 
duct^ and remained with him as such, — or how has he 
attdbied to any knowledge of his sins, and the means of 
from their {dague and power^ — ^that has not 
teamed in the time of ^^sore trouble?" '^Receive 
Umbo/* wb dear William Law says, ^^widi both hands," 
evoy qpeciea of sorrow where with it may please God 
to p ie pai e and porify yon £br liimsel£ Be qniet^ reve* 
mty and aolMniflBhre in the day of triaL Never^ ^ 
lose s^bt of 1m^; lor it is tliroii^ these 
of Bool that £utfa grows and is strengtb- 
[; and diey aze always to be contemfJated^ even 
eomeas rhiftiwiiif iitf ■ a> tesdmoniei of a 
bie vfcaae idinkes aie for beafiflg and for b^iipine«u 



, I ^ I iinr I; 



Phk^O eventide, C^faeote-ttWfe «teajg. 



LXXXVI. 

O, that my people had hearkened onto me, and Israel had walked in 
my ways. 

I should [soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand 
against their adversaries. 

He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat ; and 
with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee. Psalm Izzxi. 13 . 

'^ With honey out of the rock should I have satisfied 
thee." How aptly does this figurative language illus- 
trate the sweetness of those consolations wherewith 
'Hhe Father of mercies, and the God of all comforts" 
supports the obedient soul imder the inflictions of the 
'^ stem rugged nurse" adversity. Were our eyes opened 
to discern things according to their real nature/ instead 
of being covered with that film of ignorance wherewith 
the fleshly mind clouds them, how should we reverse 
the picture which imagination presents of happiness ! 
How full of abominations, and of deadly snares, would 
then seem the objects which minister to self gratification ; 
and how pure, and beautiful, and sufiused with moral 
health and happiness, the painful, the wearisome, the 
self-denying and the self-opposing circumstances which 
try us with their contrariety to our will and wishes I 
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My dove, my undefiled is but one. Solomon's Song yi. 9. 

To love, to feel, and to abide in simplicity of mind, 
is to experience the power of God unto salvation; 
inasmuch as it is to be redeemed by His grace from 
the confusion and multiplicity of corruption. It is by 
the sovereignty of Truth rising into dominion, that 
evil is detected in the heart, and thoroughly judged 
down, and cleansed away. ** As for our transgressions 
thou shalt purge them away." How can this be done? 
Simply by coming constantly to " Christ, the power of 
Grod, and the Wisdom of God ;" or in other words, by 
coming continually to the simplicity — ^the oneness^ and 
angleness of mental vision which fills the ** whole body 
with light," even "the light which lighteth every man 
fliat cometh into the world." This is a precious state 
to attain, but difficult of acquisition, though in itself 
00 exceedingly child-like and simple. "Wash and be 
dean," lliis is all the process. But it demands a deep, 
deep baptism. ^^ Wiash seven times.^ Immerse thyself 
tibcHTOQ^ily in that inward Jordan which drowns die 
Bdrrii^ of sense and self, — and know only "the one, 
die undefiled, the Christ of God " 
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Lxxxvin. 

The Lord is faithfol, who diall etablish you, and keep 70a from 
evil. 2 Thes. iii. 3. 

** The Lord is faithfoL" How consoling is this assur- 
ance — ^how perfectly adapted to strengthen us for oul* 
Christian warfare^ and to produce a firm and abiding 
confidence in the Divine nature I ** God is love " also ; 
find He would have His whole creation to enjoy and 
profit by the sweetness of His love. Look round upon 
that creation^ amongst the rational part of it, and say 
what real happiness there could be existing in it with- 
out the exercise of the affections. But it is not after 
the manner of eartMy love, which is transient and 
decaying, but by means 'of the love which is bom of 
Him in the new nature, that God shows His faithfulness 
towards us. His love works in a different way firom 
the love of the creature. That would shield its object 
from every sort of trial, and suffer old things, however 
ccnrupt, to remain, rather than inflict the pain of taking 
them away. But the love of God shakes them to their 
foundation,, that those good things which cannot be 
shaken may remain ; only asking us to believe, that, 
whilst this earthquake of the soul is going on, ^' He is 
faithful, and will both stablish us and keep us from evil.*' 
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To them tiiat have obtained like precious faith with us. 2 Pet. 1. 1 . 

Faith is truly called by the apostle '* precious," for 
it is the only principle whereby we are kept constantly 
enduring and constantly in peace. But, evermore re- 
member, that it is a favour, — a gift to be obtained, — a 
living grace to grow in the heart, not a doctrine to be 
learned and taken as a notion into the head, or a con- 
ception to be woiiied out in the strength of the wilL 
All religious persons conclude that they possess faith, and 
some justly so conclude ; but too many amongst them are 
apt to take it for granted that saying ** I believe," is tanta- 
mount to the act of faith; and thus, when some exigency 
occurs which requires the entire surrender of them- 
selves into the hands of God, they find that their trust 
and confidence in Him is merely nominal, and such bb 
stands in an acquaintance with the letter and not with 
the Spirit. Faith, in order to be ^^ precious " to us, must 
grow into life and strength from such deep experience 
in the ways of Grod in dealing widi the soul, that the 
individual can boldly assert ^^I know the Lord." 



Phb|.] eventide. La%nli4 ftiwung. 



xc. 

My little children, of whom I travail in birth again, until Christ be 
formed in you. Gal. iv. 19. 

The analogy which subsists throughout the kingdom 
of nature^ would lead us with reason^ to expect a 
similar resemblance in things that are supernatural; 
and as throughout the former, everything appears to 
be carried to maturity in a way of birth and subsequent 
development, so with respect to what is supernatural, 
we are authorized from scripture, and our own ex- 
perience, to conclude that it is after the manner of a 
holy birth in the soul, and a growth in grace, that we 
are redeemed from evil, and made " new creatures in 
Christ Jesus." 

What encouragement does the revelation of this 
mystery afford, for tenderly watching over, and 
cherishing, that purity of heart, and those divine 
tempers, which will bring this *^ new creature " to its 
destined perfection I If the pregnant mother is tender 
to excess, of the yoimg life she hopes to bring to ma- 
turity, when at its best, that life must one day see cor- 
ruption — ^how careful should we be that the divine 
image formed by the grace of God within us, receives 
no damage — ^no interruption to its perfect growth I 
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Cast me not away from thy presence ; and take not thy holy Spirit 
from me. Psalm li. 11. 

Kepentance^ when it is deep and tender like that of 
David^ as pourtrayed in this blessed psalm^ is a work 
of most touching sweetness and love. 

As frail and tempted creatures, we are continually 
liable to fall ; and it is to bring us back to Himself, as 
to a beloved Father, not in testimony of anger — ^not as 
a mark of wrath — ^that God suffers our own misdoings 
to be our sharp and most sure chastisers. He would 
have us to know nothing but rest and peace, and serene 
joy in our connexion with Him, as creatures linked to 
their Creator; and David, as these affecting words 
so powerfully testify — ^from the depths of conscious 
remorse and anguish, cries out for that which alone 
could heal — alone could satisfy his wounded heart. 

Whatever the condition of sin or misery — ^however 
tried and tempted — ^let us plead this earnest prayer 
which he offered in his distress, and we may rest 
assured that we shall not plead it in vain. 



i 
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And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. Bev. xxi. 4. 

If there be no emotion of the human heart so pure^ 
so perfectly satisfying in its sweetness (and surely there 
is none) as that of comforting the afflicted^ rdfieving 
the distressed, and to the utmost of our feeble ability, 
wiping away the tears of the mourner ; if the exercise 
of pity diffuses over the spirit of poor human nature, 
such a sense of exquisite blessedness, as to grant it for 
a time, a foretaste of the happiness of heaven ; whart 
must be a participation in the compassion and ten- 
derness of God ! O, infinite, fathomless Foimtain of 
unceasing Love, we see but in part thy divine and 
exquisite nature of mercy and loving kindness ; and so 
near, and so overwhelming are ihe evils tiirongh which 
it reaches us, and so many and so great the obstacles 
that impede our perception of it, that we are in con- 
tinual danger of losing our hold of the blessed hope of 
final happiness with whi6h that' nature is desismed to 
>^^.Z. B, ple.^ .0 .^e^e. CO, ,S »d 
confidence in those precious promises which are fitted 
to confirm our trust m thee ; and support us through 
all our trials with a full assurance that thou in thine 
own good time, ** from every face wilt wipe off every 
tear." 



gjriL] EVENTIDE. [»ttotd) Ctodng. 



xcin. 

If any man mil do liia will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God. John yii. 17. 

It 18 only by practice^ or what in the present case 
we will call obedience^ that we become established in 
religious knowledge. " Obedience to what ?" perhaps 
you inquire. The'answer is, "to the law of the Lord, 
which conyertfl the soul ;^ and which, as it is observed 
and obeyed, reveals, as with the light of a sunbeam, the 
least deviation into sin. It is this law of the Spirit of 
life, which makes us free from the law of sin and 
death. It resides in the conscience, and is to be culti- 
vated as a plant of our heavenly Father's planting ; a 
branch which *' he hath made strong for himself,** to 
witness to the path of duty for the creature's benefit, 
and the Creator^s glory. 

As we regard, in a practical point of view, this holy 
law, by doing the divine will which it reveals to us, we 
become established in the knowledge of religious doc- 
trine, not 80 man, but as Gk>d teaches it, and are never 
lA doubt about its meaning. 
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He restoreth my sonl ; he leadeth me in the paths of righteoosness 
for his name's sake. Psalm jsiii. 8. 

You sometimes^ perhaps^ look round bewildered and 
saddened^ as you contemplate the sins and sorrows of a 
** whole creation that groaneth and travaileth in pain;" 
and you are tempted to say, "it had been good for me 
if I had never been bom; since, being myself a sinner 
and a sufferer, and my lot is cast with only other sin- 
ners and sufferers," I can look for no renovation of my 
soul from them. 

. But you must turn away from depressing thoughts 
like these as quickly as possible. " Come away from 
the lions' dens, and the mountains of the leopards." 
Leave the wild, remorseless progeny of the evil passions 
of your nature, and lie down in your disease of sin and 
weakness before the good physician whcJse work it is 

to '* restore your soul," and to bring it back from the 
wilderness of the sensual life, that far country in which 
it has wandered like the prodigal, and wasted its sub- 
stance in riotous living ; and to lead it in the paths of 
righteousness and peace, for his name's sake. 
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No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous but grievoiis: 
nevorthdess, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteoosness 
onto them which are exercised thereby. Heb. xii. 11. 

In endeayouring to bear the present disquietude, 
make it your constant and steady aim, to fix your 
thoughts simply on the immediate moment, as that 
which requires all your vigilance and all your strength ; 
and when you have weathered that moment with fixed 
attention to its duty, you will find augmented power 
to meet the next. Nothing is so fatal to the moral 
courage which is needful in. our various trials, as a 
habit of casting about to know how we shall bear some 
evil that is not yet come. Depend upon it that you 
will bear it none the better, but probably, greatly the 
worse, from anticipating the effect it is to produce. 
Only possess your soul in patience by taking each mo- 
ment as it comes; believing, as you certainly may, that 
God apportions to those small intervals just the strength 
they require. 
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XCVI. 

Let your conversation be without coYetonsnefls ; and be content with 
such things as ye have. Heb. xiii. 6. 

It is a great victory obtained over the workings of 
the natural hearty when we can be content with such 
things as we have. ^^But I cannot restrain as much 
as I wish," perhaps you say, **the longings of my will 
for something that I do not possess." Well, if you 
cannot check these risings of the greed of self, you can, 
at least, cut off the supplies which nourish them. You 
can bind these strong desires, these '* kings of the earth 
with chains, and these nobles with fetters of iron;" and 
this is often all that poor human nature can do. But 
it is something, and something, moreover, that comes 
from God, to have the wish to do this. Always, there- 
fore, venerate, as the motion of the Holy Ghost, what- 
ever within you points and prompts to foregoing your 
own will, and which checks the wild roving fancy for 
this, and that, which is not needed, and which you can 
very well do without. Be assured that all that is sugf- 
gested to you by the Spirit of Truth, is meek, and 
lowly, and useful, and necessary, and such as leaves 
you satisfied with small gratifications; and all that 
arises from your own spirit is restless, covetous, dissatis- 
fied, and on indulgence, only asking for more. 
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His Cfwn iniquitieB shall take the wicked himself^ and he shall be 
holden with the cords of his sins. Proverbs y. 22. 

It is the root^ sap^ and life of all happiness, and of 
all capability of loving and possessing Truth, to be 
able to govern selfl You may certainly, give the reins 
to your will; you may deny it nothing that it is in your 
power to grant to its importunate cravings; but, in 
doing so, you may reckon with as much certainty as 
you can cast up a sum in addition, of what will be the 
result; and that your own iniquities will take you, and 
"you will be holden with the cords of your sins." In 
nourishing our self-will, we do but fatten a ferocious 
animal which will eventually ^^tear us in pieces when 
there is none to deliver." ^^ Behold all ye that kindle a 
fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks; walk 
m the ligbt of your fire, and of the sparks that ye have 
kindled; this shall ye have of my hand — ye shall lie 
down in sorrow." 



H 
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In weariness and pdnfolness. 2 Cor. s. 27. 

The Christian, ** as a good soldier," is often called to 
expect, and to be prepared for, the endurance of pain- 
ful exercises ; and it behoves him to stand upon the 
watch, and to do valiant battle with those feelings 
which would prompt him to be in a hurry to get from 
under the pressure of pain and sorrow. Whatever can 
minister to the relief either of bodily or mental pain, 
that is lawfully within reach of a sufferer, is not to be 
denied ; but with respect to spiritual trials, there is 
great good often enfolded in lying passive and patient, 
and just simply bearing them, with no solicitude, or as 
little as possible, for their speedy removal Use quietly 
the appointed means that reason and counsel may sug- 
gest for the amelioration of your ** weariness and pain- 
fullness," and then be silent and still ; believing thlEtt in 
holy silence and submission, there is a balm for all 
suffering, and a benefit far beyond what mere ease and 
exemption from pain can bestow. It is a low condition 
of moral being that is always catering for relief fr^m 
suffering, and which recoils from adversity ; though no 
state is so fraught with the seeds of every virtue, and 
of every blessing, as a state of trial 
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( 

Return ye backsliding children, and I will healjyoor baolulidingi. 
Jeremiah iii. 22. 

No word 80 graphically^ and with so comprohensive 
a meanings describes the condition of the soul in rela- 
tion to God, and its contemplation of Divine things 
as this of backsliding. We desire, it may be, very 
dncerdy, to adhere to tmth ; — ^to stand in it, and live 
and walk in it ; so that in a measure we may be able 
to say with the Psalmist, ** I have stuck unto Thy 
testbnonies." We fain would feel our minds ** fantened 
as a nan in a sure place," to a steadfast watch, and in- 
waxd waiting for the motions of the Holy Spirit ; but, 
insenably, we slide back into the old nature of fletih, 
and dien the pn^eny of the carnal mind, tin vain 
flmngirf* and imaginationB, like a flight €jf hKWStn, 
daiken our spritnal atmosphere, and eat up every 
green tim^ in our land- Still, we must not tlen\mr, 
but htffn again, and yet again, as often a« this inroad 
of oar sooTfi oiemies occurs. A return unto Him who 
VmmB horn to pity and to heal, is always within our 
|MFer ; and to this we most ever have reeoun^e in aiJ 
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That they should seds the Lord, if haply they might feel after him 
and find him, though he be not far from any one of us ; 
For in him we live, and move, and have our being. Acts xvii. 27, 28. 

It Is one thing to have a religion, and another, to 
have God. With respect to the first, as a system of 
doctrines, it is learnt, as every thing else is learnt, 
through the medium of education. We are taught it 
by our instructors, and it enters into our heads and re- 
mains there, just as other branches of knowledge do. 
But, with respect to possessing God as a friend and 
father, and feeling our relationship to Him as that ever 
present though invisible being to whom we are linked 
as creatures with their Creator, and to whom we may 
at all times resort for comfort, for counsel, and for all 
the aid that our helpless souls stand in need of, — ^we 
must look elsewhere than into books, — ^yea, elsewhere 
than even^ into the bible itself; though we must un- 
questionably, turn to it in order to know how, dnS 
where, we are to seek for God ; and there we are told 
that we are to " feel after the Lord," in the depth of 
our own souls — ^^ if haply we may find him, seeing 
that he is not far from any one of us.'' 



I 
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Blessed be God, eren tiie Father of oar Lord Jeeufl Christ, the 
father of merdes, and the Qod of all comfort ; 

Who comforteth as in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
eomfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
enrselves are comforted of God. 2 Cor. i. 8, 4. 

How tender, how consolatory are these words I What 

an atmosphere of heavenly love they breathe around the 

perturbed spirit ! God comforts his ministers, that they 

may be able to comfort others with the same sweetness 

of pity wherewith He has comforted themselves. ^' The 

Gk)d of aD comfort^ draws near to his afflicted children, ' 

tfarongh every medium in which they can be approached ; 

and he comes successfully to thousands, and tens of 

ifaouflands. Yes, even in this sinful, — in this God* 

defying world, it is sweet to remember in reading such 

fivine words of Scripture as diose before us, that they 

bare aflEnrded strength and consolation, and been the 

mnce of bofy joy to innumerable eufTerers ; as they 

vin eonliiuie to be, till suffering diall be no more. 
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cn. 

Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way ; yet saidst thou n 
There is no hope: thou hast found the life oi thy hand; therefoi 
thou wast not grieved. Isaiah Ivii. 10. 

** Wearied in the greatness of their way,** ^tedbi 
not satisfied — ^yearning for rest and peace, but neithi 
seeking, nor caring to seek it in straitening their pat' 
and contracting their desires— or in attending to wh 
Grod and their own conscience testify to be the rof 
that leads to it — ^the greater part of human beings firo 
the cradle to the grave, are the victims of unceasing res 
lesness and discontent. Yet thej struggle through 
by dint of setting up first one, and then another sen 
blance of happiness to cheat themselves with. TI 
world, too, has much in it to lull the senses into 
notion of joy ; and thus people fijid ^^ the life of the 
hand " — ^the life that satisfies the mere fleshly mind az 
will, and they know no grief for the death that is passu 
upon their inner man. 

O, for ever stand aloof from immersing thyself i 
the pleasures of the dying and transitory life of th 
world! whose best delights perish in the using, as 
what is worse, would cause thee to perish with them^ 
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cm. 

I know both how to be abased, and how to abonnd : ererywhere 
and in all things I am instrocted both to be full and to be bnngry, 
both to abound and to suffer need. 

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Phil. 
iv. 12, 13. 

It seems an easy matter to bear prosperity ; and^ no 
donbt, in the external and obvious sense of what pros- 
perity produces of pleasure and self indulgence^ it is as 
easy as to eat agreeable food. But to eat ^reeable food 
sparingly, is a difficult matted; and in like manner to 
•bound in any sort of prosperity, so as not to be hurt 
by possessing it, is really a case of extreme hazard* 
'^ Pride and abundance of idleness," are ahnost in- 
separable firom the abounding state. It is very whole- 
some therefore, for the soul to live low, and to be con- 
tented with small things. ** To the hungry soul every 
bitter ihii^ is sweet" Only get the ri^t decdre after 
Uulli and r^bteousness, and every thing helps to satisfy 
It. ^Everywhere and in all things," the mind that 
seeks God, is instructed both " how to abound and how 
to fluffor need." 
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Bind the chariot to the swift beast : she is the hegiiming of the sin 
to the daughter of Zion. Micah i« 18. 

It has been remarked by some one^ but I forget by 
whom, that if we had any due conception of the mys- 
terious and manifold mechanism of our own bodies, we 
should be in perpetual fear of moving from our seat, 
lest we should do some harm to the variety of wonders 
whereof we are made« But the case is stronger with 
regard to the mind. Coifld we understand the hazard 
of wrong and rapid motions there, we should, with 
proper and anxious carefulness, be ever on the watch 
against all hurry and eagerness. We should always be 
looking to the restraining power which checks the 
beginning of rash and sudden movements, those usual 
and sure harbingers of mistake and sin. 

It is a vast matter to keep a fixed eye upon the swift 
rushing forward of the animal will, so truly character- 
ized in the mystical language of the prophet, as " the 
swift beast.'* 

A habit of bridling the thoughts, is the oidy check td 
that " insurrection of evil doers," which permitting them 
to have any sway, is sure to raise in the souL 
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The day of the Lord is upon all pleasant pictures. Isidah ii. 16. 

We live by nature as the animals do, feeding, or hunting 
about for food ; only that they by their entire sensuality 
seek but for the body ; whilst we, being higher in the 
scale of intelligence, having satisfied the wants of the 
body, proceed to cater for the gratification of the fleshly 
mind. Still, it is' hunting that we are engaged in, 
whilst we are forecasting for something pleasant to self; 
and when is it that we are not thus forecasting, till the 
day of the Lord comes ; the day of trouble and of dis- 
appointment; the day which casts gloom and darkness 
over every ^^ pleasant picture" of fancy and hope ? This 
is a sure day, — ^however long delayed in its appearance ; 
and greatly does it behove us to have something ready 
against its arrival; something on which to fall back; 
something that this terrible day will prove, but not 
destroy I — To be thus provided, is not the work of a 
moment ; still less of a moment when all our eartiily 
treasures and pleasures are falling to pieces. It is the 
work of the entire habits of the life. How essential then 

that they should be right habits ! 
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Dead flies cause the ointment of the apotheony to send forth a 
stinking sayonr : so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wis- 
dom and honour. Ecdes. x. 1. 

Take ns the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines : for onr Tines 

have tender grapes. Solomon's Song. ii. 15. 

CheerfiilnesB is a sweety pleasant, healtMy state of 
spirit, and should be as earnestly sought for the mind, 
as gobd air and food for the body. 

But, for ever distinguish between this wholesome 
plant, and that of levity, which often looks so much like 
it, that it is very easily mistaken for it. The firuit of 
this same levity is also pleasant to the taste, but sure to 
produce disorder to the moral system. It degrades the 
mind by luigirding it, and presenting it in dishabiUe; 
and sometimes its undress is rather a soiled and un- 
pleasant one. Would you feel respectable to yourself, 
never condescend to ^^ foolish talking and jesting, which 
are not convenient." Feel constantly that which draws 
you away from such things, and which preserves the 
mind equally poised as in a pair of scales; so thatth 
least deviation into error is instantly detected. 
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Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ. Eph. iii. 4. 

'' The mystery of Christ 1" What a hidden but glo- 
rious mystery is this 1 Who can reveal it to us but Thou 
by thy Spirit, Almighty Father of Spirits, dwelling 
in light which no man can approach imto, and only to 
be known through that manifestation of thyself which 
Thou hast been pleased to make in the Son of thy love, 
**the first bom of every creature." 

O, reveal to me what it concerns me to know of this 
secret of thine, which is with those who fear thee ! 

Let me not take up with notions crudely conceived 
by man's interpretations of this mystery; but cause me 
so to feel the living power of it, that I may know that 
it is ^'Christ in me the hope of glory" who, by his spirit 
renews me in his image, and who, as I am obedient to 
the motions of that blessed Spirit, will cause me indeed 
and in truth, and not in empty notions, to be accepted 
in thy Beloved. Amen ! 
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Whom resist, steadfast in the fbith. 1 Pet. t. 9. 

Once having tasted of "the power of the world to 
come,** or in other words having felt the interior strength 
wherewith the Spirit of the Lord clothes the soul that 
sincerely and constantly comes to Him for help, — ^be 
strong in faith respecting it, and attend to nothing that 
evil spirits, or evil human beings may bring before your 
mind to trouble and perplex you. Your business in 
all your religious exercises is with God, not with crea- 
tures. Be steadfast therefore in the fidth which causes 
you to cleave to the Lord, and only to Him; ** casting 
all your care upon Him," in the full assurance that He 
careth for you; not for you in the low, loose, ignorant 
language of sectarianism, as one picked out to be an 
object of His favour from some million or more who 
are rejected nobody knows why, nor wherefore; since 
you have no more claim to His notice and regard than 
they have ; but because he has, by the regenerating 
power of His grace, begotten in you the " new creature,** 
whom, as His own image. He loves and protects fron^ 
harm. 
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Wherefore do ye spaid moiiey for that which is not bread ? and your 
labour for that which satisfieth not ? Isaiah 65. 2. 

How often have I said of this and the other things 
'^how pleasant it is I" and so it was^ and so it might be 
again; but stilly be it as pleasant as it ma75 and even as 
innocent and allowable as it is pleasant^ being earthly 
and perishing^ it satisfieth not. 

What then will satisfy the undying hunger of the 
immortal soul> and wherefore is it endued with the 
appetite for joy? Here is the answer: **The Lord is 
its portion." Godhascreatedit for perfect satiationin the 
perfections of His divine nature. Therefore His Ian- 
guage to this hungry soul is, ** incline your ear and 
come unto me.** Come unto Him who dwells in the deepest 
and most silent recesses of your solitary spirit. This is 
a very simple, though, no doubt, a very difficult woA. 
Yes, we must not disguise the labour, nor the persever- 
ance it demands, to bring the wild, electric strength and 
activity of the natural mind into quietness and patient 
receptivity. Nevertheless — ^be not discouraged; for 
^surely tiiere is an end, and tiiine expectation shall not 
be cut off." 
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Therefore shall the Lord of hoefca s^id among his hi ones leanness ; 
and under his glory he shall kindle a homing like the burning of a 
fire. Isaiah x. 16. 

What should we be^ if left without disappointment 
and rebuke? What absolute selfishness^ what loath- 
some self-love, and pride, and arrogance, would inflate 
our souls ! Even though perpetually chastised for our 
presumptuous purposes of personal aggrandizement, 
how many rank, luxuriant shoots of pride and self- 
complacency continually spring up in our hearts, and 
call for the fire of the Lord to be kindled imder their 
yain-glory. It is the work of everlasting love and 
mercy when the Lord of Hosts ^^ sends among these fat 
ones, leanness ;^ and by consuming our self confidence 
in the furnace of trial and distress, does that needful 
thing for us, and on us, which we should never wil- 
lingly do for ourselves. Who are the most self-loving, 
the most proud, and the most unlovely of the human 
race, but just those that have had the longest course of 
unbroken prosperity, and who have never seen, nor 
wished to see, the necessity and blessedness of sorrow ; 
but who have loved and cherished nothing but ^^ the 
&t ones," — in indulging the fleshly mind and its desires ? 
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my doye, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of 
the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice ; for sweet 
is thy Toloe, and thy countenance is comely. Solomon's Song ii. 14. 

That wUcli cleanses and beautifies the soul with- 
goodness^ must itself be beautiful ; and will be known^ 
and sought^ and loved^ as an object of desire. Hence^ 
the Spirit of God is love itself, — emanating from Him 
whose name and nature is Love ; and it is only by the 
strength of this Spirit's love, that the soul can be 
united to God. How essential therefore, is it that in 
all our devotional exercises we should feel after the 
sweetness, meekness, and loveliness, of the blessed Spirit 
which flows from Him ! This is the pure dove which 
hides in the clefts of our stony hearts, and rocky na- 
tures; never lost, though concealed in the secret places 
of our souls ; — ^ready always, to make itself known to 
those who sigh for a sight of its beauty, and for the 
healing balm of Gilead which it drops like the dew 
from heaven, upon penitent hearts.* 

* I will be as the dew unto Israel. Hosea zlv. 6. 
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Buried with him by baptism into death. Bomans vi. 4. 

What is this death here spoken of? To say it is the 
same thing as that alluded to in the words " for ye are 
dead^ and your life is hid with Christ in God," is only 
to shift the mystery and not to explain it. Who, indeed, 
shall venture upon explaining what can only be com- 
prehended as it is practically known I But can it be 
practically known? Assuredly it can; and if you de- 
sire to be made a partaker of the life of Christ — ^you 
must seek it in the way of this baptism unto death. 
That is to say, you must be spiritually baptized into 
that inward death of all the thoughts, desires, and stir- 
rings, of the old nature, which makes way for the birth 
of the new creature, " created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works." It is only as we are buried in that holy death 
which immerses the soul in silence, that the rebellious 
thoughts and desires, and all the sinful motions of the 
fleshly will can be slain ; and until they are slain, there 
can be no dominion given to the right king and ruler 
of the souL The conflict is sharp, and we may be often, 
worsted ; but as we are faithAil and persevering, w^ 
shall certainly in the end know, that " greater is he tha=r« 
is in us, than he that is in the world. 
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I will lo^e thee, Itofrd my strengtb. Psalm zviii. 1. 

When the human bemg can sincerely say this, he is 
not far from the kingdom of GoA He is m that dis- 
position of heart to which it is the aim of his heavenly 
Father, in all the dealings of his providence, to bring 
him ; even to expend his capacities and his affections in 
devoted love for the Source of all that is lovely. And 
ought this to be a hard task, O Fountain of delight and 
beauty ? K here, in this sinful and disordered world, 
and amid scenes wherein " the carnal mind, which is 
enmity against thee,*' riots in strife and violence, the 
silent, steady sweetness of thy blessed nature still 
gleams forth in many a touch of tenderness ; if, in the 
mother's love — ^the infant's smile — ^in the joy of mere 
existence which attends the young of every kind — we 
perceive that all true beauty flows from thee ; is it not 
as much an instinct of nature, as a principle of duty, 
which prompts this rapturous burst of the soul — ^^ I 
will love thee, Lord, my strength !" 
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It is not good to isat much honey ; so for men to search thdr own 
glory, is not glory. Proyerbs xxv, 27. 

The subtlety of self love works very deeply and very 
dangerously^ where it is least feared^ and consequently 
where it is least watched and resisted. It is not so much 
by the flattery of others, that we are deluded into folly, 
as by that insidious habit of searching out our own 
glory '^ which leads to a sort of dramatising in the secret 
of our heafts, in which imagination, the mistress of 
witchcrafts,^ is busy in exalting self into situations of 
great interest and attraction. All persons who deal 
closely and sincerely with themselves, will readily 
detect a sort of representative phantasmagoria, as often 
passing within them ; and, but that the claims of business, 
and the pressing cares of life, leave to most persons but 
little time for weaving such webs of fancy, we should 
probably find the results of this castle building in manv 
more misdoings than it now produces. It is a great 
and necessary part of a Christian's warfare, to fight 
against all profitless thoughts ; and amongst these we 
may certainly number such as lead us to magnify our 
personal merits, and to ^^searchout our own glory." 
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He that is hasty of epirit, exalteth folly. Proyerbs xLv. 29. 

In the equitable dealings of divine Wisdom, great 
mental gifts are generally balanced with some defects 
which cause the condition of persons thus intellec- 
tually endowed, to be a less enviable one, than at the 
first glance, it appears to be. It is rarely, for instance, 
that we meet with energetic, able, and highly gifted 
persons, who are not hasty, and irritable, and impatient 
in their feelings ; the same fire of nature that renders the 
individual active in practical usefdlness, kindling a quick- 
ness to feel, and a haste to act under the impulse of 
feeling, which does indeed, most commonly exalt and 
pkce in a prominent point of view, a rashness tiiat 
deserves the name of folly. In order to be able to restrain 
all haste to speak and act, in moments of excitement, 
it is necessary that the mind should have been early 
trained in habits of self-restraint; nevertheless, though 
it may be late in the day to enter upon the task of self- 
discipline, — ^no effort towards it, even at the eleventh 
hour, can be lost 
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But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peaee, long snffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance ; against such there is no law. — 
Galatians y. 22, 23. 

The mere repetition of these divine words in an 
earnest and prayerful frame of mind^ will stir up some 
sense of their nature in the soul ; and it is only in the 
experience of a sense of the things spoken of, that we 
ascertain the presence of their life. Mere notions 
about the fruits of the Spirit, are utterly profitless. 
The perception of the nature of these precious fruits 
may possibly be feeble, — still, be not discouraged ; only 
make it your aim to keep it alive by nourishing the 
thoughts, desires, and actions, that minister to its 
growth. We are apt to look too wide, — too far away 
from the centre of our own being. Even in our reli- 
gious views, there is a sad want of the concentrativenesa 
which fixes us in the closet of the heart, there to shut 
the door, and commune with our Father " which seeth 
in secret." It is here that the fruits of the Spirit must 
be looked for ; since it is here they bud and blossom* 
Here then, make it your business to nourish them, 
constantly and carefully, by repressing all evil, and 
sedulously cultivating all good thoughts and feelings. 
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For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesos unto good works. 
He isoar peace. Eph. iL 10, 14. 

It is only the " new creature," begotten of the Spirit 
of Christ, which can possibly hold communion with 
God. Therefore, the whole work of Christianity is re- 
generation. ** Except ye be bom again, ye cannot see 
the Kingdom of God." And as there are physical 
pangs and sore travail in the natural birth, so is it im- 
possible that the spiritual child can be bom without 
suffering. The passing away of " the old leaven of 
malice and wickedness," embraces in it very severe 
exercises ; but no day, perhaps no hour, should go over 
our heads, without our sensibly experiencing somewhat 
of the travail of our souls, in the relinquishing of the 
old, and the putting on of the new man, " created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works." We must have the 
habits, tempers, and self-indulgencies which belong to 
the old Adam, stript off, as it were, inch by inch, and 
submit to the process whereby "the Lord shall wash 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion ;" even " hy the 
Spirit of Judgmerdy and by the Spirit of burning.'*^ 
Isaiah iv. 3, 4. 
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Thy heaven that is oyer thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is 
nnder thee shall be iron ; the Lord shall make the rain of thy land 
powder and dust. Dent, xxviii. 23, 24. 

How wonderfiilly does this figurative language d^- 
cribe the hard^ dry^ and profitless condition of the car- 
nal mind I Who has not felt its wretchedness in them- 
selves, when sin has darkened and deadened their souls? 
How watchful should we be to keep alive the Lord's 
'^pleasant plant" within us, by pruning and watering 
it continually, and bringing it imder the gracious influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, by spreading out our souls 
before his fructifying power I How carefully should 
we ** gather up the stones," the hardening, bitter, and 
evil tempers of any kind which turn the " raiji of our 
land into powder and dust!" 

It is deeply important to remember that the condi- 
tion of our feelings is just the atmosphere which helps 
or hinders the growth of our spiritual life; and that as 
evil tempers blight and destroy it, so, on the contrary, 
all soft and loving, and meek, and humble thoughts and 
aspirations, have in them somewhat of the dew o: 
heaven which helps to bring it to perfection. 
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There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of 
God. Psalmxlvi. 8. 

The city of God is the soul of the believer ; and " the 
river that makes it glad," — ^is the flowing stream of his 
love; and the way to enjoy this refreshing water of life 
is to exercise the mind in goodness, and upon that 
which softens and tenders it; always making a clear 
distinction between that which makes it meek by God's 
grace, and that wUch enervates and weakens it by the 
indulgence of profitless emotions. 

All maudlin sentiment, all pitying and coaxing, and 
petting of ourselves, and weeping over our personal sor- 
rows and disappointments, have an enervating and very 
bad effect upon the mind. Let us get as far away from 
every thing of self as possible, in our spiritual exercises ; 
and look at, and feel after, the beauty of those 
things which are ** lovely and of good report;" purity, 
humility, self-denial, patience, and above all,** the meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ," the Lamb that taketh 
away the onsof the world; "whose blessed Spirit opens 
fountains in the desert, and constrains the soul to say 
"tiiere is a river that maketh me glad." 
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All shall know me, from the least to the greatest. Hebrew viii. 11. 
Israel shall cry unto me, My God we know thee. Hosea viii. 1. 2. 

No promise is more often repeated in the Scriptures, 
than that which assures us that we shall ^^ know the 
Lord"; and certainly, we can have no strength or "sup- 
port from our religion, but as we do know the object in 
whom we profess to place our confidence. Do you ask 
how this Divine knowledge is to be acquired? Here 
are some plain, practical directions from a holy minister 
of the truth,* who speaks to that point, manifestly from 
personal experience. "Retire inwardly, and wait to feel 
somewhat of the Lord ; somewhat of his holy Spirit and 
power, discovering and drawing away from ihat wWch 
is contrary to him, and leading the soul into his holy 
nature and heavenly imiage. As the mind is joined to 
this, some true light and life is received, which the 
creature abiding in, is safe ; but there must be no ex*^ 
ceeding, or running before its leadings." 

* Isaac Fenington. 
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Ab for the pure, his work is right. Proyerfos zzl. 8. 

It is a blessed thing to possess a cool^ well balanced, 
pure, healthy mind. But, it may well be asked, who 
does enjoy this noble possession? None, we may 
boldly affirm, by nature ; for nature sends us perpetually 
streaming out on the surface of things, and wandering 
for the gratification of our senses by the way-side, where 
we are sure of being taken captive by every passing 
thought and thing, and are thus, according to the lan- 
guage of the prophet, ** robbed and spoiled," and " snared 
in holes, and hid in prison houses." 

It is by turning in £rom the circumference to the 
centre, that we can alone hear the voice of Him who 
comes to seek and to save that which was lost. It is 
in obeying the pointings and promptings of this true 
Teacher, that we gradually come to understand our 
errors, and to know ourselves cleansed from secret* 
firalts ; and by little and little, brought somewhat into 
the condition of " the pure, whose work is right." 
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Approving ourselves as the Mimsters of God, in much patience, in 
afiOictions, in necessities, in distresses. 2 Cor. vi. 4. 

. '^ I am well used to tears," I once heard a sorrowful 
fellow creature say ; -and there are probably, hut few 
strong feeling persons who could not echo the remark. 
But it is one thing to be ^^ used to tears," and another 
to be used to suffer. Tears are too often nothing more 
than an indulgence to self-will, which lays hold of such 
relief as the impulse of the moment prompts, and which 
kTishes upon thk gratification, the opportunity which 
should be differently used. 

If you would be strong in mental health, avoid tears 
as much as possible when in distress ; for they exhaust, 
instead of reUeving with any enduring and stead; 
benefit. 

The lesson at such times, is to feel after inward quiet- 
ness, silence, and patience. No doubt, it is a hard 
lesson to learn, but not impossible. The very pangs 
that threaten to rend the heart asunder, when humbly 
and prayerfully borne, are powerful helps to our 
** approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much 
patience, in affliction, in necessities, in distresses. 
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Giving heed to seducing spirits. 1 Tim. iy. 1. 

Whenever there is an unusual uplifting of heart, 
and a sensible experieiice of the presence of God in the 
soul, the danger is great of assaults from the powers of 
darkness. Every spiritual person must have observed 
this; and has^ most likely^ occasionally fallen into the 
snare by " giving heed to the seducing spirits," which, 
at sach times, adapt themselves to the elevated condition 
of the soul they seek to entrap, by coming in the form 
of angels of light We see this exemplified under all 
natural, as well as spiritual excitement. How many 
tlungs are said and done when pleasurable impulses 
prevail, which lead to great regret I 

Oar only defence at such times (and indeed, at all 
Izmes) is in lying low before the Lord. It is chiefly 
m times of excitement, whether of grief or joy, that 
Ae soul's enemies find their advantage in attacking us ; 
bat in being calm and simple-minded, and preserving, 
as much as possible, our equilibrium, we remain 
defiended from their malice and folly ; for, in truth, 
nodung is so foolish as the devil ; as we soon should 
find, if we stood still in spirit, and merely watched 
;, instead of joining with, his subtle temptations. 
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And the cherabim shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering- 
the mercy seat with thdr wings ; and there will I meet with thee, and 
I will commune with thee from the mercy seat. Ezodns xxv. 25, 22. 

We should always think of Grod as diffusing peace, 
pardon, and love, over the soul that earnestly turiM to 
Him as its keeper and Creator. The very idea of a 
mercy seat with its covering, outstretched wings, is 
fraught with tenderness and pity; and manifestly sym- 
bolizes the refuge which Almighty goodness has pro- 
vided for those whose weakness, sinfulness, and snares, 
would so often cause them to need a place of safety* 
How well was this shelter of the soul understood by 
the spiritually minded in ancient times I *^ In the shadow 
of thy wings will I make my refuge.'* Psalm IviL 1. 

"Keep me as the apple of thine eye; hide me under 
the shadow of thy wings." Psahn xviL 8. 

"In the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.'* Psalm 
Ixiii. 7. 

He shall cover thee with His feathers; and under 
His wings shalt thou trust." Psalm xci. 4. 
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As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
theet O God. When shall I come and appear before God ? Psalm xlii. 1, 2 

This is the language^ which^ as naturally as the breath 
goes forth, ought to be the expression of the creature 
towards the Creator; and just as much as there is of a 
renewed nature in the human being, is it the vivid and 
true representation of his condition. All that he be- 
holds in the world and in himself, all his infirmities of 
body and mind, — ^but, most of all, his frailties and sins, 
he eontanplates as cruel obstacles to his long desired 

repose, his earnestly sought, blissful satiation in the 
goodness, and joy, and beauty of the Lord his God; — 
of that divine being whom he has the privilege of call- 
ing his Heavenly Father. O, the rapture pf those 
moments, who shall tell, the delight of those brief 
glimpses of celestial joy, when a sense of that dear 
Father's love so pervades the longing soul, that, with 
the Psahnist, it can truly say, ^as the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God \*^ 
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Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things lore just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever thingsare lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any pndse, think on these things. Philippians iv. 8. 

"Think on these tilings I" Fewtibings are of more im- 
portance than the character and tendency of the habitual 
current of our thoughts; but scarcely any thing is 
perhaps so much disregarded; and especially now that 
the strong excitements of the times keep people too 
busy outwardly, to allow of their living sufficiently near 
to their own interior to know what is passing there. 
And thus it happens, that, whilst " many run to and firo, 
and knowledge is increased," there never, perhaps, was 
a period in which spiritual truth was so little sought for, 
and so ill understood, as at the present day. But now, 
and ever, the work of all true religion is inward work — 
heart work — ^thought work; and consists in cleansing 
the soul from every profitless and unholy desire, and 
nourishing such blessed thoughts as the apostle here 
reconunends to us. 
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Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him. Psalm xxzvii. 7. 

It is not in llie fulfilment of thy dreams of happi- 
ness^ — ^not in the realization of thy cherished fancies 
of what is desirable, that the satisfaction for which 
thoa art craving, can be found, O restiess soul, for 
ever coveting — ^for ever seeking, and for ever disap- 
pointed 1 It is not in impetuously rushing forward, and 
directing to some external and distant object, thy eager 
efforts to clutch it. Thou dost but grasp the shadow 
of a shade, "and sow the wind, to reap the whirlwind." 
Instead of going out, — retire within. Sink down very 
low in spirit, and dwell in the land that is very far off 
from the kingdom of the senses. Dwell there ; that is, 
be still and quiet in the depths of thine own spirit ; 
and as thou art thus brought into silence, and humility, 
and holy death to all the importunate activities and 
vain multiplicities of thy corrupt nature, thou wilt be 
made capable of understanding what it is to "rest in the 
liord, and wait patientiy for Him." 
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I have chosen the way of troth. Psalm czix. 80. 

This is a blessed choice^ thougli it often leads the soul 
through a very straight gate and narrow way^ and 
what the fleshly nature shrinks from^ as a painful^path. 
Sharp and agonizing indeed^ have often been the groans 
which the faithful abiding by this choice has extorted 
from the pilgrims who walked in the way by which it 
conducted them to the Source of all TrutK 

Witness, for instance, the case of Luther. In the 
very crisis of the Reformation, when he was required 
to face a host of powerful foes with his life in his 
hand, he was assaulted fiercely by the enemy of souls, 
and for a time became a prey to terrible dread of 
what he might have to undergo. Still, the conscious- 
ness of having " chosen the way of truth," secretly 
strengthened his faith. It was a bitter momenta 

" He cast himself on the ground, and gave utterance 
to those cries interrupted by sobs, which none can 
understand but such as can feel the depth of his anguish. 
" Almighty, and everlasting God !" he exclaimed, " how 
terrible is this world I How would it open its jaws to 
devour me, and how weak is my trust in thee !" yet 
he adds, " Oh God ! Oh God I I will not go away from 
Thee — I am ready to forsake life for Thy truth — 
joatient as a lamb I"* 

* Quoted firom Emm»i\]y&^ p. 251. 
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It is good that a man shonld both hope, and quietly wait for the 
salvation of the Lord. Lamentations iii. 26. 

Scarcely any hour is so full fraught with affliction to 
the faithful child of Qod^ as that which follows a con- 
viction of having yielded to some bosom sin. There 
is always however^ even in that bitter moment, an 
advocate near, to point to the duty and expediency of 
** quietly wailing forthe salvation of the Lord." Silence, 
stillness, and humility, these are the soul's remedies 
in all its feebleness and sickness. Were it in vigorous 
health, it might be safe for it to exercise itself with 
more active and enlivening faculties ; but, whilst doomed 
to almost perpetual warfare with foes both outward 
and inward, and that worst of enemies, ^^ a desper- 
ately wicked, and deceitftd heart," how needful is it 
that some help, — some ^^ present help in time of trouble," 
should be felt near, on which it may rest as a stay and 
support, and from which it may derive the hope of again 
tasting that the Lord is gracious.. 
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If it be possible, as much as lieth in yon, live peaceably with all 
men. Romans zu. 18. 

In the buoyancy and boldness of youth, there may be 
times when the self-sufficiency and arrogance of nature 
are ready to prompt the foolish notion that it is a token 
of a fine spirit — ^becoming pride, proper self esteem, 
and the like, to give as much trouble, and consequently, 
to stir up as much evil, and live as turbulently as pos- 
sible, with all men. This, is to be possessed with a 
demon, which the first real touch of God's grace speedily 
exercises from the mind. The very first impression 
made upon the soul by the holy Lamb of God, is peace. 
*^ Peace I leave with you — my peace I give imto you." 
This is its language. There may be, and indeed^ in 
naturally fierce and bitter tempers, there must be^ 
miich, that for a long time, troubles the conscience^ 
and which renders the blessed coimsel contained in the 
text very difficult to be obeyed ; but most assuredly^ 
just as much as there is of God's truth in the heart, 
will there be, even with persons afflicted with evil tem- 
pers, an earnest desire, and also a struggle, to ** live 
peaceably with all men." 
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And this is life eternal, thatlhey might know thee, the only tme Gk)d, 
and Jesns Christ whom thon nast sent. John zvii. 8. 

To know ** the only true God, " and to be " in Him that 
18 tnte^" is to feel a sureness and fixedness of mind which 
bestows substance and reality on our existence, — and an 
internal establishment, which in our natural condition, 
we never experience; — ^for while in that state we consoli- 
date no real existence, but are always tossing about from 
one phimtom of imagination to another, and ^^ nothing is, 
what is not.'* When we begin to seek that which is 
trtie^ we draw towards our right centre, and something 
stable^ and real takes hold of us. It has been observed 
by a deeply spiritual writer,* that " God has an attractive 
centre^ which draws the soul more and more powerfully 
as she approaches Him;" but this centre can only be 
found as we " cease from our own works," and yield 
ourselves up in passive obedience to the sweet influence 
of the Holy Spirits' guidance. 

*Madame Guyon. 
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A false balance is abomination to the Lord ; bat a jost weight is his 
delight. Proverbs zi. 1. 

It is quite certain from the nature of God's dealings^ 
in so far as it is permitted us to scan them^ that he gives 
to every created things whatever is needful to its 
allotted condition. Now^ our human condition is one 
which manifestly deniands a capability of judging 
rightly, and acting wisely, in the various perplexing 
trials which accompany it. It cannot be denied that 
this capacity is bestowed upon us ; not indeed, in any 
advantage we may possess on the score of intellect ; but 
in a measure of *^ the true light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world," and which shines in 
the conscience, to warn us of sin, and the danger of 
transgression* 1£ therefore, we are not redeemed from 
immoral habits, and wrong conduct, it is, not from our 
being devoid of the means of redemption ; but fix)m our 
impatience to decide and act, before things have been 
sufficiently weighed in the cool, cahn stillness of the 
sanctuary, where the true balance is to be foimd, and 
of which it is said that its ^^ just weight" is the delight 
of the Lord. 
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When he giyeth quietness, who then can make trouble ? Job xxxiv . 29. 

There are innumerable ways and means of obtain- 
ing temporary alleviation^ and short intervals of repose 
in times of trial; but there is only one effectual and 
enduring comforter^ and only one method of obtaining 
his consolation ; and that is to wait patiently till it is 
his good pleasure to bestow it. And think not the time 
long in which you seem to go comfortless^ for more is 
doing in these dreary times than you are able to imagine. 
The helps and comforts which God bestows^ are not 
of the flimsy and fluctuating nature which characterize 
all^merely human alleviations. He prepares the soul 
by digging deep round about it with sharp exercises^ 
in order to prove the soundness and stability of its 
faith^ before he reveals to it the secret of his covenant 
mercies of life and peace. When he finds it to stand 
&Bt in the truths he comes in with his own gifb of quiet- 
ness^ and none can then trouble^ or cause fear« 



i 
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Let notliing be done through strife or yain-gloiy ; but in lowliness 
of mind, let each esteem other better than themselves. 

Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others. Philippians ii. 8, 4. 

It is a great and special favour when the precepts of 
the gospel are early impressed u|)on the heart and con- 
science^ and in the season of youths find a ready and 
practical reception. 

But^ for the most part^ this is not the case. The 
season of youth is too commonly, a season of vanity 
and self-will, and high mindedness, which leaves but 
little scope for the exercise of those divine tempers 
which the Apostle here recommends as the Christian's 
duty. It is after we have ourselves suffered, and been 
but too probably, the cause of suffering to others, from 
the want of just those blessed tempers here spoken of, 
Ihat we become fully conscious of their exceeding 
beauty and value. Happy is it for us, if we labour to 
look with sympathetic kindness upon the things of 
others ; and ^^ in lowliness of mind to esteem others 
better than ourselves," before we are driven by the 
pressure of adversity, to learn this divine lesson* 
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Let the words of my month and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in ^j sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. 
Psalm xix. 14. 

To walk as in the presence of God, is our only safe- 
guard from sin and danger; and in the prayer just 
quoted, we are taught how that is to be accomplished. 
Thoughts and words must be closely watched, in order 
to their appearing before the Lord in an acceptable 
form. "We can form no conception, till we set our- 
selves to the work of interior observation and discipline, 
how liable we are to let in a troop of robbers upon our 
minds, in the form of idle, and often, of sinful imagina- 
tions. We are told that " the thought of foolishness is 
sin ;*' but, it is to be feared that few persons regard it 
in this light, till indulged fancy has paved the way to 
evil deeds. God has not left us defenceless ; for he has 
given a portion of his holy Spirit to all his rational 
creatures ; and this divine teacher reveals to us what to 
follow, and what to shun, in that kingdom of thought 
within us which is ever open to his view. 
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If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what a 
man bath, and not according to that he baiib not. 2 Cor yiii. 12. 

The "willing mind" is all that is needful to render 
our religious services acceptable. With respect to the 
external part of them^ there is very little difficulty* 
Nothings for instance^ is so easy as giving money ; and 
consequently, that is a branch of Christian duty which 
everybody sets themselves to the performance of, when- 
ever a rousing attack has been made upon the consci- 
ence. But the spirit which sanctifies deeds of charity, 
the kindness of the " willing mind," is a far deeper thing 
than mere almsgiving. It diffuses a pleasure in the 
offering, which has but a small and secondary reference 
to benevolence on the score of duty. It is on the 
ground of love, that "the willing mind" acts. No 
doubt, the expression so continually in the mouth of 
foreign beggars when they ask charity, ^^ pour T amour 
du bon Dieuy^ is but a cant phrase with them ; but in 
higher views, it is the right, true, and sweet principle 
of all kind actions. 
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And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a clond to lead 
them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light ; to 
go by day and night. Exodus ziii. 81 

We travel on briskly and cheerfully enough in our 
pilgrimage^ whilst light is beaming before us; but 
when a cloud comes over^ and there is nothing left for 
us to do^ but to sit still and be patient, we are apt to 
grow fretful and fearful, and full of despondency. It 
is of the utmost importance to be prepared for this con- 
dition of mind, by studying to acquire a habit of sub- 
mission, and of yielding ourselves implicitly to the will 
of Providence in dark and dismal times. The Lord is 
with us in those dreary hours, as surely as the tender 
parent is ever nearest to the sick one of the flock. 
Joyous times have their own dangers, for a great mix- 
ture of the fleshly nature is in them ; but in the exercise 
of patience and resignation, we resist, instead of in- 
dulge, our animal spirits. 
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llie Lord haoweth the tlioiightB of mai^ that th^ are T^ Ftaalm 
xdr. 11. 

Every act we engage in, has its b^inning in the 
thoughts of the heart Nothing therefore, can be of so 
much importance to us, as to be well acquainted with 
iiie nature of our thoughts; and to obey that true light, 
which, through the conscience, reveak to us when they 
are of a vain and sinful kind, and points to the duty of 
resisting them. For ever study to feel this mighty 
Illuminator lifting up the holy mirror of Truth, yrhich 
in the glance of an instant, discloses when evil and 
danger have entered the mind in the form of vain and 
imholy thoughts. 

Bemember who it is "thsit declareth unto man what 
is his thought; and treadeth upon the high places of 
the earth, the Lord, the God of Hosts is his name.'* 
Amos iv. 13. Know this strong Helper "treading 
down" those high places of your earth, which are dis- 
closed in your many vfdn, self-complacent, self-adoming 
thoughts. Thankfully submit to the cleansing and ex- 
terminating work upon all your idols which He will 
make of it; and retain nothing but what is lovely, pure, 
and true, and such as He, by his Spirit, witmesses to be 
"lovely, and of good report." 
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Hate die evil, and lore the good ; and eetabliah jodgment in the 
gate. Amos y. 15. 

There is a point or centre in natural things^ towards 
which they are attracted as to their right and appointed 
place; as^ for instance the centre of gravity; — ^the point 
of sight &c. Just thus in spiritual things^ there is a 
small^ pure^ exact centre towards which^ as towards 
Truth, they all tend. 

This point of attraction is better felt than defined; 

and a £uthful adherence to the light of life within, can 
alone bring the soul into acquaintance with it. 

As way-marks, one would say, keep your inward 
eye observant of a certain gentle restraint, and drawing 
back, upon the workings of your mind, when you are 
about to exceed in word or deed. You will, at such 
times, be aware of an opposing force from the fleshly 
will, which tends to create great confusion in your in- 
terior. But that which is of the truth, and able to 
^'establish judgment ^ in your spirit, is invariably, quiet, 
meek, and pointing to a silence, which, if observed, tri- 
umphs eventually, over all the noise and confusion of 
nature. 
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Good and upright is the Lord ; therefore will he teach dimers in th e 
way. 

The meek will he guide in judgment, and the meek will he teach his 
way. Psalm xxv. 8, 9. 

The life of God in the soul^ is a life of meekness and 
love ; and just so much as we feel of this sweet humility 
and tenderness^ just so much do we know of the nature 
of God. Come continually therefore, to that which 
prepares your soul for the reception of his Holy Spirit, 
and for the out-pouring of the stream of love which it 
is his blessed nature to ^^shed abroad'' in the hearts of 
those who truly turn to him. This^is the water of life 
which^cleanses the soul "from all its filthiness and from 
all its idols." These are the " fresh springs," that send 
a gracious rain upon the inheritance of the Lord in his 
creature's soul, and which refresh it when it is weary. 
Here is a little testimony I met with to-day in my 
reading, which bears witness to the power of this^living 
water. 

"October 22nd. 1704. 1 experienced an inexpressibly 
pleasant melting of heart, tears gushing out of mine eyes 
for joy that God should shed abundantly his love through 
the hearts of men."* 

* John Howe, Author of the Living Temple. 
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The path of the just as is the shlnihg light, that Bhineth more and 
unto the perfect day. Proyerbs iv. 18. 

Whatever is of God in the soul, is in direct antago- 
nism to what is of the will of the flesh in the creature ; 
^^ for the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh ; and these are contrary the one to 
the other.** We must look therefore, for that which 
acts as a Bestrainer, rather than that which appears as 
a Propeller. The eagerness of nature to grasp its ob- 
jects, requires a perpetual check; and we may venture 
« 

to affirm that at the first impulse to action, it stands in 
need of a very strict curb. 

Never permit yourself to be hasty in rushing forth 
to the performance of your purposes, no, not even your 
good purposes, unless in such emergencies as may im- 
periously demand prompt measures. In all cases that 
admit of it (and there are few which do not,) the path of 
the just, is that of waiting upon the light of God's 
Spirit with humble patience, until it has manifestly 
become the risen radiance of *^ the perfect day*** 
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Ee ye therefore, followers of God as dear children ; 

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved as, and hath given him- 
self for ns, an offering and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling 
savour. Ephesiansv. 1, 2. 

Christ ^ven for us, is also Christ given in t^^ as a 
Spirit of holy love ; and hence the Apostle elsewhere 
speaks of this mystery as his first token of conversion to 
God. 

"When it pleased God,** he says, "to reveal his Son 
in me, I conferred not with flesh and blood.'* 

" To walk in love," and to be "followers of God as 
dear children," is to perceive and to understand, the 
revelation of his blessed Son in us. Do you inquire 
how this revelation manifests itself? The answer is, in 
the change, or conversion from darkness to light, and 
from evil to good, which then pervades the creature's 
interior kingdom. He feels within him, the motions of 
a gentle, meek, and lowly spirit, even that Spirit of the 
Son, which the Father sends into the hearts of those 
who desire to turn from the error of their ways, and 
" as dear children to become followers of God." In a 
word, he feels a holy spirit of adoption sealing him a 
child of God, and prompting the blessed cry of " Abba 
Father I" 
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Ab for the likeneiB of the liying creatures, their appearance was like 
burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps ; it went np and 
down tsmoag the liying creatures ; and the fire was bright, and out of 
the fire went forth lightning. 

And the living creatures ran, and returned, as the appearance of a 
iMhofUghtning. Essekiel i. 18, 14. 

We lose inucli of the amazing power of many of the 
mystical passages in the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment^ from the difficulty of translating them into intelli- 
^ble terms. But in such representations of divine 
things^ as this symbolical language enfolds, none but 
the true Interpreter — even the Spirit of the Lord, can 
be the Commentator. 

I believe that it was under the teaching of this Spirit, 
I was this day, whilst musing on this passage, made to 
perceive, that I was never to reason about what seemed 
to be divine openings ;. but to be meekly attentive and 
receptive of light; so that when the Wonderful Illumi- 
ator passed by in His chariot of fire. His vivid enlighten- 
ings might find entrance in my soul. Evermore also, I 
saw, that I must stop when He stopped ; and seek to 
understand nothing but as in the flash of His light He 
shewed it me — ^when His word was ^^ running swiftly." 
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O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me, thou nnderstandest 
my thought afar off. 

Thou compassed my path ; and art acquainted with all my ways. 
Psalm cxxxix. 1, 2. > 

Prize as the apple of your eye, all those feelings 
which make you satisfied and glad that God should 
** search you out, and know you, and understand your 
thought, and be acquainted with all your ways." The 
heart is in its right state when this is its condition; and 
that it may be preserved in it, observe to deal most 
closely and unsparingly with yourself by bringing every 
thought to the witness in your conscience, whose office 
it is to judge your cause, and before whom you are 
continually to spread it. This is the only possible way 
in which to know yourself aright, and to obtain any 
insight into the strength and multitude of your '^ secret 
faults.'' *^Who can understand his errors?" Nobody 
living. We can form no conception of our self love and 
self idolatry, but as the Holy Spirit of Truth reveals 
them to us. It is thus only, we come to self knowledge^ 
and a living acquaintance with the profound meaning 
of tiiose words, " God shall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or 
whether it be eviL" 
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Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord ; let thy 
loving kindness and thy truth continually preserve me. Psalm xl. 11. 

According to thy loving kindness ; according unto the multitude of 
thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Psalm li. 1. 

God manifests His love towards us in admonishing 
us by the rebukes of His Holy Spirit. Ever regard 
tliem as tokens of those " tender mercies" which would 
save you from evil, and lead you in a safe and good 
path, provided you are willing to be saved and rightly 
guided. His tender mercies are mercies indeed ; but 
** the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel." Such are 
the mercies of the world, the flesh, and the devil ; which 
would always be prompting you to indulge and caress 
the will and wishes of nature. 

Oh, for ever distrust and denounce such mercies as 
these ! Keep near to that which detects, and judges 
down, the puerile, enervating character of them. " En- 
dure hardness," endure everything that calls for forti- 
tude ; for you may surely believe that these are the 
things which by means of suffering, are to " stablish, 
strengthen, settle you." 



L 
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Into thine hand I commit my spirit, thou hast redeemed me, Q Lord 
Qod of truth. Psalm zxxi. 5. 

It is a great matter to be able sincerely and con- 
stantly to give up ourselves unto God, Religiously 
disposed persons are often in great darkness as to the 
real state of their faith. They are so much in the habit 
of looking to external helps^ such as sermons, church 
going, and the opinions of the persons with whom they 
a^ciate, and depending upon these for comfort and 
direction, that they seldom perceive that whilst settling 
here, they are making no advance in faith in Grod. 
They are believing in people, and in means ; but not 
in that inward communion with God in their own hearts, 
which is the only possible way whereby they can come 
to such a living acquiuntance with Him, as will enable 
them, in the ftiU assurance of faith, to give themselves 
wholly up to Him. It is well said by an old writer, 
" live with God as if there were nothing but thy soul 
and Him in the xmiverse." In fact there is nothing 
else, as far as your destiny for ever and ever is 
concerned. 
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Strengthened with all might according to his glorious power, unto 
all patience and long suffering with joyfulness. Col. i. 11. 

Everything tliat unfits us for sufifering our allotted 
trials with patience^ and hope^ and courage^ is an unsafe 
thing, and the less we have to do with it the better. All 
self-indulgence has a tendency to enervate the soul, 
and to render it unmeet for encountering affliction, or 
for supporting the exigencies of human life, in a way 
to benefit by them. All self-denial, on the contrary, 
has a secret virtue hidden in it, which quietly, and im- 
perceptibly, administers moral health and strength, just 
as a medicine gradually restores the body to vigour and 
tone, when it has been weakened by illness. Constantly 
therefore, endeavour to resist those things which gratify 
nature in any undue and unusual measure. When we 
are really sincere in desiring to be redeemed from evil, 
and sanctified imto God, he is faithful in helping us 
by the course of his Providence, to more restraints than 
indulgences, and thus keeping us in sound moral health. 
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That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge. Eph. iii. 17, 19. 

Love is joy, and the only pure joy. All other joys 
are mere vanity and lies; dreams of the senses, and 
things of nought ; belonging to the animal, partaking 
of the selfish, unholy nature of the animal, and passing 
away with the transitory life of the animal. But 
divine love, the word "the Christ of God," what tongue 
shall speak of its all-satisfying — all-glorious — ^all-rap- 
turous nature ! A soul in passing from this wretched 
world into the bosom of that love, once said some me- 
morable words respecting it. Here are a few of them. 

" There is a spirit which I feel, that delights to do 
no evil, nor to revenge any wrong; but delights to en- 
dure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the end. 
its hope is to outlive all wrath and contention, and to 
weary out all exaltation and cruelty, or whatsoever is 
of a nature that is contrary to itself. It sees to the end 
of all temptations. As it bears no evil in itself, so it 
conceives none in thought to any other. If it be be- 
trayed, it bears it; for its ground and spring is the mercy 
and forgiveness of God. Its crown is meekness, its life 
is everlasting love unfeigned, and it never rejoiceih but 
through suffering."* 

* The whole transcript will be found in Archdeacon Hare's life of 

ling, who stated it in a letter to the Archdeacon, as compridng 

code of faith ; but if I remember right, he withholds the drcum- 

QBder which tbese wot^ "wei^ %^ken, and the name of the 

er, which was James TJ^oyloi, OTia ot \^i^'efac^^:\N^^^^Mi3^^ 
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« 

I will stand npon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will 
watdi to see what he will say onto me, and what I shall answer when 
I am reproved. Habnkkok ii. 1. 

This is the way to come to pure, living knowledge of 
diyine things. Beading is good, and all means of an 
external kind that help the soul to knowledge are valu- 
able^ and to be used in their time and place. But this 
exercise of obedient, interior watchfulness, is good for 
all times, and all places : and no growth in the life of 
faith can take place without it. If, then, you desire 
to know in whom you have believed, and what he is 
both able and willing to do in "cleansing the thoughts 
of your heart by the inspiration of His Holy Spirit," 
eultdyate steadily a habit of " standing on your watch- 
tower," and observe from thence how your mind is 
drawn away from all sin and folly, and strengthened to 
abide under the power of every good thought and feel- 
ing. In this retired and quiet condition of your inner 
man, you will be able to understand, in a way quite in- 
conceivable to you before you enter upon such an ex- 
ercise, that the Lord is indeed " nigh unto all who call 
upon him in sincerity and truth." 
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The law of truth was iii his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his 
lips : he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away 
from iniquity. Malachi ii. 6. 

What a concise, simple, and beautiful picture does 
this verse of holy Writ exhibit of the sincere servant 
of the Lord ! Yet surely, it is one not beyond the power 
of every holy minded person to realize. The law of 
truth is as near to us as the law of sin ; and greater is 
he that is in us as a conquerer of imquity, than he 
that prompts to the commission of it. It is unquestion. 
ably, of great importance that we should put no confi- 
dence in our own strength ; but it is equally important 
we should estimate as all-sufficient, the strength which 
God by his Spirit is ever ready to impart to us ; mA 
helped by which, we may confidently hope to "walk with 
him in peace and equity," and to be holding forth by 
our example so earnest and consistent a course of con- 
duct and of respect for the law of Truth, that we may 
be the means of " turning many away from iniquity.** 
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Thiongh wisdom is aa house builded ; and by understanding it is es- 
tablished. 

And by knowledge, shall the chambers be filled with all precious and 
pleasant ridies. 

A wise man is strong, yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. 
Proverbs xxiv. 3, 6. 

To have a house, or habitation of the Spirit, built 
and established by understanding, and to be the wise 
man who is strong, and the man of knowledge who in- 
creaseth strength, is to be in a blessed condition ; but 
ala«, far different is the real state of man. Fear and 
weakness prevailing in times of trial, recklessness, and 
boldness, when trial is unknown, filled with ups and 
downs^ and extremes and exaggeration, nothing is 
^ble^ nothing is builty in the condition of the natural 
man. Come away then, from this fitful nature of the 
carnal mind. Come to that which builds and estab- 
lishes you upon the spiritual and unchangeable. Keep 
low and single in the depths of your own soul. Let 
no noise be heard in that inward temple, but by humble 
sacrifices of will and wish, fill it with "all precious and 
pleasant riches." 



Pag.] EVENTIDE. [Cfeirig-first ffemmij. 



CLIL 

I will sift the house of Israel like as com is sifted in a sieve ; yet shall 
not the least grain fall to the ground. Amos ix. 9. 

Never doubt but that God will take care of every 
good thought, word, or deed, which you have ever 
offered to him. All things, both good and bad, remain 
in the spirit of their nature, and will appear in that 
spirit when we come into the state of being which re- 
veals things according to Truth. Then, we shall see at 
a glance which comprehends the end from the beginnings 
what we have been about, and also what God has been 
about. It is observed by some writer, but I forget at this 
moment whom, that " nothing astonished him so much 
as the silence of God, amidst the enormous wickedness 
of the world." Nothing certainly would be so astonish- 
ing, and altogether so painful, if it were not certain to 
the mind of faith, that there is a time and a world to 
come, where he will keep silence no longer; but where 
he will sift the nations as with a sieve, and separate the 
precious from the vile, and give to every man according 
to his deeds. 
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I will instractthee and teach thee in the way which thou shall go; I 
will guide thee with mine eye. Psalm xzxii. 8. 

He who is obedient to the instructions which he re- 
ceives in God's school, becomes quick of apprehension, 
full of insight, but, at the same time, retired, sparing of 
words, and never disposed to use them in a way of argu- 
mentation. He sees things with, and by, the guidance 
of the divine eye here spoken of; and thus he is able 
to comprehend in the light of the moment, what that 
moment reveals in the way of duty ; and this far quicker, 
and with much more clearness and precision, than any 
words could describe it He is disturbed and confused 
by words, and feels himself constantly withdrawn from 
using them in a way of doubting or disputing as to the 
way in which he is to walk, in order to become ac- 
quainted with the nature of God. When he does not 
clearly perceive his path, he remains motionless, till the 
heavenly eye open in him which "discerns both time 
and judgment." 
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He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence. Psalm Izxii. 14. 

The temperament of human beings is of a mixed cha- 
racter; but in general, it will be found, that one quality 
of an evil kind predominates, and, in some modification 
or another, forms the besetting sin of the individual ; 
that bosom foe which requires to be continually re- 
sisted, and from which the grace of God can alone re- 
deem the soul. 

And I believe, if we consider the subject with due 
attention, we shall discover that those prevailing iniqui- 
ties may, for the most part, be classed under the head 
of deceit and violence, or hypocrisy and wrath. The 
person whose temptation is that of deceit, is seldom the 
victim of violent temper; and the hasty, impetuous, 
irritable individual, is not usually assaulted with temp- 
tations to craft and subtlety. 

Either evil propensity is a grievous burden, and can- 
not but be felt as such by the subject of it. How 
strengthening then is the promise which inspires a hope 
of redemption at the hand of God, from " the sin which 
doth most easily beset us I" 
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Eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 
Isaiah ly. 2. 

It is worthy of much consideration, what is said in 
Scripture about livinff influences, under the term of 
livinff bread, livinff water, and of the Spirit of Christ, 
" to whom we are to come as to a livinff stone." We 
may rest assured, that if we desire to benefit by our reK- 
gious profession, it is incumbent on us to keep our mind 
in fresh, green, and living pastures. This is a difficult 
process, — so prone is nature to be eating of the food of 
dead remembrances, — and so painful is the effort that 
would sever us from what seems so harmless an indul- 
gence. But it is unwholesome provender ; and if we 
would enjoy spiritual health, we must renounce it. We 
most keep progressing, — and letffo of all those profitless 
memories which lead us to ^^ lodge in the monuments, 
and remain in the graves " of dead reminiscences. Be 
as motionless as death when these crowd upon your 
thoughts ; and finding they receive no welcome, they 
will retire, and leave you at peace. 
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Look not thou upon the wine when it is red ; when it giyeth^his colour 
in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. Proverbs xxiii. 31. 

This counsel will apply to every sort of temptation^ 
as well as that of wine. " Look not at pleasures as they 
come, but as they go," is counsel which has passed 
into a proverb, and wise counsel is it. Look not at any 
enticing object while it presents its pleasant side ; but 
look at the reversed side. Look at it as it will seem to 
you when novelty is over, and the will is gratified. By 
accustoming the mind to this discipline, it will be able 
to penetrate beyond the surface of things, and to dis- 
cern what consequences are concealed beneath their 
outward semblance. Everything has its price, and self* 
indulgence is the most costly thing in the world, being 
totally insatiable. What it wants to-day, it will still 
more imperatively demand to-morrow : and in the mean 
time, by yielding to its clamour, the priceless value of 
self-respect and self-government are forfeited, and the 
paltry spectacle of one who cannot say " no" to him- 
self is exhibited in their stead. 
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CLVlL 

Bo not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. Roman xii, 21 . 

This is the universal panacea for every ill, the right, 
true, and God-like way of passing through the world, so 
as to be ourselves the better, and to render all connected 
with us the better, for our having had a place in it. 
But, unhappily, we are a long time in learning this 
divine lesson, which teaches us the proper way of over- 
coming evil, that fearful destroyer which crosses our 
path so perpetually. 

The young have no experience, and can put faith in 
nothing but the present hour, and the indulgence to will 
and wish with which it can supply them. They over- 
come nothing upon the principle of duty or wisdom ; 
but only on that of necessity. And, with respect to the 
aged, if they are less arrogant and self-willed, it is too 
often from weariness and incapacity to resist, than from 
any higher motive that they seem placable and submis- 
sive. The good which overcomes evil, must be sought 
where alone it can be found ; and that is in the renewal 
of the heart by the Spirit of God. 



i 
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CLVIII. 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth ; for 
the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made. 
Isaiah Ivii. 16. 

Whatever you follow in the way of religious pro- 
fession, be careful never to take up with any ideas of 
God, but those which represent him to you as the 
Fountain of all goodness — ^aU mercy — all forgiveness — 
all love. There are Scriptures, no doubt, that speak of 
his wrath ; but there are none that represent him as 
otherwise than ready to pity, and to help the creatures 
of his hand. 

Leave everything that terrifies, when you draw near 
to your heavenly Father. He knows your condition 
better than you can tell it to him, and what is needful 
for its amelioration and encouragement. Let it be as 
bad as it may, it can never be beyond his power and 
will to renew and change it. Take hold of the blessed 
word of promise given you here : and plead it earnestly 
before him ; and rest assured that you can never plead 
it in vain with him who delighteth in mercy, and who 
abundantly pardons the repentant prodigal. 
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CLIX 

To the connsellors of peace is joy. Proverbs xii. 20. 

Endeavour^ as much as possible, to maintain the exer- 
cise of kind and peaceful feelings. It is assuredly a 
difficult matter to do so in a nature where there is so 
much bitterness, and so many things to excite evil 
tempers. But this poor human nature of ours must be 
always regarded, and treated, as a diseased and morbid 
condition of being ; and not by any means as our right 
and healthy state ; and the remedy to which it must be 
constantly subjugated, is love. And bear in mind that 
it is not a narrow, insidated, selfish love for particular 
persons that are agreeable to us that will renovate us ; 
but a broad, universal, forbearing, compassionate, con- 
siderate love for everybody. 

And sure may you be, that everybody requires to be 
regarded with this large heart of love ; for everybody 
that lives, has to die, and to suffer, and to bear as best 
he may, his portion of sorrow ; and well it befits his 
fellow sufferer, and fellow sinner, to sympathize with 
him. 
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CLX. 

And my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the Lord. 
Jeremiah xxxi. 14. 

We are for ever yearning after happiness, yet know 
not where to look for it. The earthly nature, indeed, 
is at no loss where to turn for its food, for there is no 
lack of the provender which it loveth, wherever it 
roves. 

But it is food which Is of its own life and likeness, 
and feeds and nourishes that which prevents the growth 
of another and a better nature in the soul. 

" Must I then be always restrained ?" inquires the 
strong will. " Am I to know no indulgence ?" Alas, 
how long, and how severely must the check be applied, 
before we perceive how good it is for us to bear the 
yoke which holds in submission the constant restlessness 
of nature. Great need have we, again and again, to 
contemplate the benefits which this restraint produces. 
And they are manifold, steadfast, and precious ; but 
they may be consolidated in one word, they lead to 
satisfaction^ because they lead to God, the only true 
and real source of rest and peace to the soul which he 
has made. "My people shall be satisfied with my 
goodness," saith the Lord. Oh my soul, for ever and 
for ever let thy response be. Amen I " Even so Father, 
for so it seemeth good in thy sight I" 
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For Grod hath not given as the spirit of fear ; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind. 2 Tim. i. 7. 

Here is a compendium of what it is the purport of 
God to bless us with. And, can we desire any gifts so 
well fitted to make us happy here, and to prepare us for 
everlasting happiness hereafter, as deliverance from 
fear, the strongest and most distressing, but at the same 
time, one of the most natural emotions of creatures so 
frail and feeble as we are, and situated in the midst of 
mysteries so calculated to appal us as are the strange 
enigmas of life and death, and evil and good ? What so 
divine to possess, as power to act as becomes a rational 
being, and love to adorn us with moral beauty, and a 
sound mind, to lift us out of sin and folly ? 

Here, then, is the testimony of what our religion is 
to do, in making us what God would have us to be. 

Are we fearful, and doubtful, and running to brother 
or to neighbour, to ask their aid in ascertaining our 
spiritual condition ? Or, do we know it as one which 
God has delivered from fear, and blest with the Spirit 
*^ of power, and of love, and of a sound mind ?" 
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CLXIL 

Teach me to do thy will, for thon art my God; thy spirit is good ; 
lead me into the land of uprightness. Psalm cxliii. 10. 

It will be found a great help to self-government, and 
interior peace, always to remember that we have two 
natures. In fact, we may look upon ourselves as com- 
posed of two individualities ; one which is of the earth, 
earthy; and the other, the "new creature" bom of 
the Spirit, belonging to another nature, and dwelling 
in another land, — ^the land of uprightness. And it is for 
the advancement of this new and holy life, that the 
prayers of the Psalmist are so often breathed forth. 
They are, in fact, the tender yearnings of the holy 
child itself; — ^the outgoings of the young heavenly heart 
which ever pants for union and communion with the 
source of its existence. Oh, muse awhile upon the 
longings which it here gives forth ! How pure, how 
earnest, how full of divine desire are they ! Teach me 
to do thy wiH; for thou art my God: thy Spirit is 
good ; lead me " into the land of uprightness I" 
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CLXIII. 

The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants, and none of them that 
trust in him shall be desolate. Psalm xxxiv. 22. 

We live in a dream, till some stroke of sorrow awakens 
us. Nothing more strongly testifies to this unconscious- 
ness of our real state, than the total ignorance we are 
in concerning the lonely condition of our souls. Sudden 
fear, and the desolation of the wicked, we hear of as 
things with which we have no concern. We hope we 
are not to be classed with the wicked, and therefore we 
see no cause for sudden fear ; and as for desolation, we 
do not know what it means. But, let sickness or the 
prospect of death overtake us, and then we feel what 
is meant by that word, " fearfulness and trembling have 
come upon me, and a horrible dread hath overwhelmed 
me." This is the universal cry of humanity ; for the 
terrors of death must be felt at some time, and in some 
measure by every one; but this blessed word of promise 
will stand sure through it all — that " none of those wlio 
trust in God shall be desolate." 
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CLXIV. 

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing, .as small as the hoar frost on 
the ground. Exodus xvi. 14. 

And Moses said, ^^ this is the bread which the Lord 
hath given you to eat." The bread of truth is much 
too small, and lowly, and simple, for the corrupt will of 
nature to relish ; and therefore is it spurned, and the 
cry, as with the Israelites, is still, " give us flesh, for 
our soul loatheth this light food." But heed not this 
clamour and rage of the carnal mind; but eat your 
simple food in the duties of the day and hour, always 
with contented patience, if you cannot make it alto- 
gether " gladness and singleness of heart." Do nothing, 
and as much bs possible think of nothing, wlule the 
^^ dew lies upon the host ;" that is to say, whilst the 
mist and obscurity raised by confused thoughts and 
feelings is present. Wait for their clearing off; and 
then keep close to the little " round thing," the perfect, 
compact seed of truth, which lies in the small moment 
before you ; and to feed on which, you must stoop low, 
and keep- low, and " let your eyes look straight be- 
fore you." 
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CLXV. 

According to their pastures so were they filled ; they were filled, and 
their heart was exalted, therefore have they forgotten me. 

Therefore I Will be unto them as a leopard by the way ; I will meet 
them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of 
their hearts. Hosea xiii. 6. etc. 

Most terrible is commonly the re-actlon, when, after 
a course of self-indulgence, the soul is brought into 
contest with adversity. If it be only as a matter of 
prudence, and in order to be prepared for vicissitudes, 
it is wJse to live low, and by living low, to keep down 
that exaltation of nature which is sure to bring severe 
humiliation in its train. 

^^ The Lord preserveth the simple." " When Israel 
Wf^ a child I loved him." Aim to be ever this little 
child, qpntented with what the Father gives of pleasure 
or of play : and when restrained from either play or 
plea^ure^ and led for a season into the chamber of sorrow, 
rest quiet on His bosom, and smile, and be patient, as 
one nestled in a sweet and most secure asylum. 
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CLXVI. 

Is not my way equal ? are not your ways unequal ? Ezekiel xviii. 26. 

There is no peace where there is no equilibrium; 
and hence, the ways of the human being are commonly 
such as lead to disquietude, by their disorder and in- 
equality. No stable happiness is possible, till the na- 
ture is rectified. Now, if we had not the testimony of 
revelation to guide us to the knowledge of the means 
requisite to produce the required rectification, we mighty 
by arguing from analogy, be sure that they must be 
within our reach : the wisdom of God, as displayed in 
the creation, allotting to every creature whateve is in- 
dispensable to its well being, in the place and condition 
which He has assigned it. Quite certain, therefore, 
may we be, that He has placed near us somewhat that 
is fitted and designed, to balance and keep in equili- 
brium the various forces of our nature ; and that it is 
to be sought, and will be found, in the righteous law 
which he writes upon the conscience ; and which, as it 
is obeyed, regulates the soul with a sense of the equality 
of the way of the Lord. 
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CLxvn. 

They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, and in the days of famine 
they EQiall be satisfied. Psalm xzzvii. 19. 

There are evil times in store for everybody; and 
days when there is a famine in their land^ even of that 
*^ savoury meat" which, in the indulgence of the senses, 
and of the promptings of the will, the fleshly mind loves, 
and for which it is perpetually hunting. Sickness, the 
loss of friends, or of wealth, disappointment, in short, 
in some form or another, brings a time of dearth upon 
all our pleasures; and unless there be something better 
tirnn Ae world has to bestow, for the bereaved soul to 
fall back upon, it may in truth be said to be ashamed 
of the poverty and insuflSciency of its condition. But 
it 16 not so with the servant of the Lord. Affliction is 
his time of affluence ; for, although in the world, he is 
not of it; and consequently, his spirit finds its most 
perfect level when brought into oircumstances which 
tend to replenish him with a more than common supply 
of the riches of divine grace. 
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CLXVIII. 

I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought. 
Hosea xiii. 5. 

We cannot go two ways at once; neither can we 
serve and please the fleshy and at the same time expect 
to taste of the joys of the Spirit ; " for these are con- 
trary the one to the other ;" and if we really desire to 
come under the teaching of God, we shall soon find 
that He will not " let us do the thing that we would,** 
He " sends a drought upon the waters of Babylon," and 
makes us to have a living acquaintance with that word 
o f rebuke to the fleshly mind, *^ O, thou that dweUest 
upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine, end is 
come, and the measure of thy covetousnessP He hedges 
up the way with thorns, so that we shall not find our 
paths. He strips us bare, and ^^ slays us with thirst*" 
And why ? Because, seeing our danger, helplessness^ 
and folly, he takes us out of our own keepings does 
that for us which must be done, in cleansing us frcmi 
our pollutions, and idols, and lying vanities, and then 
" knows us," that is, reveals himself to us as our Helper, 
Saviour, and Comforter, ^^ in the land of great drought," 
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CLXIX. 

Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion: put on thy beautiful 
garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city ; for henceforth, there shall no 
more come into thee, the undrcumcised and the unclean. 

Shake thyself from the dust : arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem ; 
loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. 
Isaiah lii. 1, 2. 

We may trace through the sublime obscurity of these 
mystical words, a glorious and delightful interpretation, 
and one that is of individual application to the soul ; 
which the Holy Spirit here calls upon to awake from 
the death-like sleep of the fleshly, to put on the strength 
of the divine nature, and to clothe itself with the beau- 
tifiil garments of righteousness and truth, which are its 
proper raiment, and which are not to be defiled by con- 
tact with any unholy thing. It is a command that 
goes forth for thee to "shake thyself" from the dust of 
the earthly nature ; to arise and depart therefrom, and 
having loosed thyself Trom the bonds and fetters of cor- 
ruption, to sit down in heavenly places " with God's 
dear Son.'* 
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CLXX. 

And because ye are sonfi, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into yonr hearts, crying, Abba Father ! Galatians iv. 6. 

Wherever there is life, it acts according to the nature 
of life ; that is to say, freely and spontaneously. A 
child does not want to be managed with any contriv- 
ance, in order that it may desire the sustenance of the 
mother's breast ; nor taught how to make known its 
wants by cries. It testifies its needs instinctively. In 
like manner, the holy child of the regenerate birth in- 
stinctively hungers after its proper nourishment, imd 
seeks its food from God, in the breathings of its heart 
for his love and favour. "Abba Father 1** how natural 
and how sweet is this appeal I how replete with the need 
of the creature, and the fulness of the Creator 1 O, nou- 
rish thisb tender yearning,— this meek supplication, so 
concise yet so infinitely comprehensive! " Abba Fatherl" 
Plead this blessed relationship before the tender parent 
of the universe ; who hears and answers the desire of 
every living thing ; and more especially the desires of 
his own children. 
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CLXXI. 

The word of the Lord was nnto them precept upon precept, pre- 
cept upon precept ; line upon line, line upon line ; here a little, and 
there a little ; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, 
and snared, and taken. Isaiah xxviii. 13. 

We would have the work of regeneration done at a 
stroke. But this is not God's way of acting. Be pa- 
tient, tried and anxious soul : have great patience with 
yourself, for you little know how much there is to pull 
down before the new building can be raised. Clearly 
indeed, and with the most perfect approval, may the 
right way be perceived, before the will is sufficiently 
subdued to walk in it obediently. In this unbroken 
state, the word of the Lord must come to it again and 
again, *^ here a little, and there a little ;" till, by de- 
grees, its enemies are made to fall backwards, and be 
sniEffed, and taken. Only be steadfast in keeping the 
ground already obtained. The Lord ^^knoweth the 
way you take ;'* and when He has sufficiently tried 
you, '* you will come forth as gold." 
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CLXXII. 

My foot hath held his steps: his way have I kept, and not declined. 
Job xxiii. 11. 

Assuredly, there is a sense of the presence of Truth 
and of God, to be ascertained in the soul, when it is 
brought to a stand, and dwells in stillness ; and as this 
state of equilibrium is maintained, we come into the 
condition spoken of in the text, as "holding the steps of 
God." In other words, the soul moves as he moves, 
and has an experience that " righteousness shall go be- 
fore him, and shall set us in the direction of his st(eps."* 
'^ This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary 
to rest, and this is the refreshing." But it is only too 
easy to decline from this blessed state ; for, as saith the 
prophet, "this people is backslidden by a pei^etual 
backsliding." Indeed, it is impossible to prevent this, 
without extreme and constant watchfulness. So incon- 
ceivably sudden are the electric movements of the mind, 
that before we are aware, we find ourselves uncentred 
and broken from our anchorage. The foot no longer 
stands in the " even place ;" no longer " holds the steps 
of God," but declines, backslides, and all the work has 
again to be begun. " Oh for patience and perseverance l'» 
is all that we can say. 

* Psalm Ixxxv. 13. 



!««.] EVENTIDE. CCtentg-first (Ebtrang. 



CLxxin. 

Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel. 
Jer. xxxi. 4. 

Nothing builds^ nothing heals and restores^ nothing 
sujJJ)orts and comforts the soul, but right views of the 
nature of Grod. And what is this nature? Love — 
" God is Love !" Just that which poor, fallen human 
nature wants, but has not. Oh for a touch, a glimpse 
of this divine, sweet, and patient love ! this tender 
mercy which is never weary of blessing, and of doing 
good ! The blind and ignorant sinner says in his haste, 
"^all men are liars !" yea, he thinks sometimes that God 
Himself deceives ; and then, with futile desperation, he 
rushes upon self-indulgence, and pulls down whatever 
good the blessed Spirit of the Lord might, in more 
favourable times, have built in his souL But still this 
loving Lord is not to be discouraged. He waits to be 
gracious. He takes advantage, so to speak, of every 
opening, to come in with the healing balm of his salva- 
tion. The wilful creature may pull down his dwelling ; 
but, as a bird despoiled by cruel boys of her nest, 
patiently sets herself to build another, so does the patient 
Lord of love, again and again, seek to build himself a 
habitation in the soul of man. " Again I will build 
thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Lirael." 
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The mistress of witchcralt. Nahnm iii. 2. 

There is a divine Spirit, pure, simple, single ; and 
all that is of this Spirit is redeeming, saving, cleansing, 
and restoring in its nature. It leads away from all self- 
indulgence, and the delusive beauty of the delectable 
things of eartL This Spirit is typified in Scripture by 
the New Jerusalem, Zion, &c. 

There is also a spirit too near to us, which is one 
with the world, and with the flesh ; yet most bland and 
beautiful to the senses. This is figured in Holy Writ 
by Babylon, " the mistress of witchcrafts." For ever 
keep aloof from it. 

Beware, also, of another false spirit, which suddenly 
and vehemently suggests such and such a course of 
action as right, but which, when entered upon, proves 
to have been erroneous. 

^ All hurry, and confusion, and multiplicity, and eager- 
ness to act, arise from the promptings of this spirit 
Always mistrust the impulse that urges you to hasten 
into action. Whatever is from tKe right source can 
afford to wait, and will gather strength and clearness 
from waiting. Evil spirits are always vehement and 
hasty spirits ; therefore keep close to that which can 
wait, and be patient, and forego the suggestions of 
everything that is vehement, and in a hurry to be doing. 
Lavater was wont to say, " / can wait^'* *^ This," says 
Mr. Cecil, *^ is a vast attainment I" 
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My foot standeth in an even place. Psalm xxvi. 12. 

It is wonderful what light we shall obtain from many- 
passages of Scripture, by regarding them as enfolding 
in the oriental mode of parable, and figures of speech, 
some great truth. Much of the closest and most valu- 
able instruction of Holy Writ is expressed in this 
manner. The imagery here is deeply suggestive of 
divine counsel. 

" My foot standeth in an even place ;" that is to say, 
the wandering mind, which in its natural state, is never 
at rest or at home, when subdued by the grace of God 
no longer strays in dangerous paths, but stands in " an 
even place." And to this place of rest we must be 
brought, if we desire to dwell near our faithful Shep- 
herd. Feel after this interior evenness — ^this perfect 
balauce of soul ; and be assured that, making it a daily 
exercise to do so, in great quietness and retirement of 
mind, you will get to a keenness of spiritual discern- 
ment which will enable you to understand what David 
meant when he said, " I have more understanding than 
my teachers." 
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But the anointiiig ye have recelyed of him, abidethinyDU, and yet 
need not that any man teach you ; but, as the same anointing teacheth 
you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath tanght 
you, ye shall abide in him. 1 John ii. 27. 

Our religion does next to nothing for us^ unless it 
gives us in the depths of our own souls a sense of sure- 
ness with respect to the ground and object of our reli- 
gious faith and hope, I do not say that we may not 
be greatly helped, and much refreshed, by communion 
wiQi sincerely pious people, and by the ministration 
which it may be granted them to extend to us. But 
these are things of times and occasions that may, or 
may not, fall in our way. That with which we must 
abide, and which must be present to us at all times, 
and in all circumstances, is the great point for us to 
understand ; and this it is to which this Scripture eaUs 
our attention, even to "the anointing **— or to that 
measure of the Holy Spirit which we have received, 
and through whose aid we are to be rightly instructed 
in all things, so that "we need not that any man should 
teach us.** 
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BeiBMue iBentenee against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
theitefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 
Ee(de8. Till. 11. 

Without ^ving ourselves up wilfully and consciously 
to the commission of evil, we may yet be in great danger 
of having our hearts set upon pursuing our own way ; 
which, unless it be one that is rectified by acquaintance 
with, and submission to, the way of the Lord, cannot 
be otherwise than an ignorant, and, in all likelihood, an 
evil way. Eschew most earnestly, that delusive notion 
which so easily obtains an entrance into the mind, that, 
because you have hitherto met with no check, no inter- 
ruption in a particular course of life, which may be, in 
some important respects, a questionable one, there is 
ground to think it a safe and allowable course. 

Nothing is allowable as to your moral condition, which 
admits of being the subject of different opinions. Never 
admit a query, where the mere making of a query 
argues lukewarmness, if nothing worse, in the cause 
of God and Truth. 
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And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more, in 
knowledge, and in all judgment. 

That ye may approve things that are excellent ; that ye may be ^n- 
cere, and without offence, till the day of Christ. Philippians i. 9, 10. 

It is at all times essential to the well-being of the 
rational creature, that he should have *^a right judgment 
in all things." But truly, in the times in which we 
live, so manifold and so violent are the excitement which 
surround us, and so near and so dangerous the facilities 
for yielding to the impulses attendant on those excite- 
ments, that there seems augmented reasons for making 
this supplication of the Apostle, especially our own. 

Watch closely in all things, ye, who desire to be on 
the Lord's side in this day of danger — ^this day of high- 
mindedness, when the laoiguage of the heart is virtuaUy, 
with the larger part of mankind, *^our lips are our own, 
who is Lord over us?" Watch and pray, that ye may 
approve things that are excellent, and "that ye may 
abound more and more in knowledge, and in all judg- 
ment ;" and ever remember, that the condition of mind 
which God favours, is one of exceeding meekness and 
humility. *^ Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart," is the language of his Holy Spirit. 
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The Lord looeetk tke pnaoBOs : the Lota opeoeth the <tv« i>f «he 
blind. Palm cxItL 7, 8L 

A prison house filled with captires is the earthly na* 
ture ; and while the soul is held in bondage there, it U 
in a state of thick darkness " that may l>e folt,'* It in* 
habits a low dungeoi^ where it "sinks in deep mirts and 
finds no standing.'' It is a great matter to undorstaiul 
and distinguish this state, from that into which tho 
Spirit of Truth guides the soul; and to keep close to tho 
enlightened eye which detects the rapid and delicate 
gleams that reveal the right path. Wo have a doc^oivinK 
nature in us, and an arch deceiver that workn in that, 
nature ; and it is very easy to be deluded, and to hoant 
with the Jews of old, that "we never were in honda^tj," 
when we are "tied and bound by the cliain of our HiriM." 
In order to be loosened from this chain, we hIiouW ob- 
serve, and obey the smallest motions of th<} huavi^nly 
Guide, which are always minute and \frUd'; ** b<;r<j 14 
little, and there a little.** Gentle ami riuj^jk, and i*<;v<;r 
prompting to act by fit« and startle, wa ilm iiiipaU^. of 
nature so commonly do, we may only tu^f ^^a^ily Uj^: i^^- 
bleaeed aid, onleee we are " irteadia^t aj:id iaiiM'^v^^alyk ^' 
in watching fbr in 
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CLXXX. 

Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and evil speaking ; 

As new bom babes, desire the sincere milk <^ the word, that ye may 
grow thereby. 1 Peter ii. 1, 2. 

Divine Father, whose nature and whose name is love, 
be pleased to help me, thy poor, ignorant, and fallen 
creature, to fulfil the blessed counsel here extended to 
mel I would lay aside the malice, the guile, the 
hypocrisies, the envyings, and the evil speaking of my 
fleshly nature ; and with the instinct of a new bom babe, 
desire the sweetness, and the purity of the living Word 
of Truth, that I might grow thereby into the life and 
likeness of thine own child. 

But O, my heavenly Father, thou that knowest all 
things, dost see how many there be in my own nature 
of sin and self-hood, that fight against these holy longings 
of the better part. Be thou my helper in this con- 
flict, and for the honour of thy holy name, ** bring forth 
judgment unto victory,'* now and for evermore. Amen! 
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CLXXXI. 

Bat I would have you without carefulness. Cor. vii. 82. 

It is extremely difficult not to swerve into one or the 
other extreme of too much, or too little carefulness, in 
the necessary duties and occupations of life. Some per- 
sons are so acutely sensitive, as to find a source of anxiety 
in everything that befals them. It is on the side of too 
tight a grasp of earthly things, and the hopes and fears 
which these excite, that danger and distress commonly 
arise; and it is only in the exercise of religious restraint 
upon all the excesses of feeling that we can hope to at- 
tain to the condition which the Apostle here specifies, 
as that which he desired for his disciples. 

To be " without careftdness," is to be without that 
restless glance towards results, which is a great hindrance 
not only to present peace, but also to the performance 
of present duty. When you have taken such measures 
respecting any matter as appear to be right, endeavour 
to put it as much as possible from your thoughts. This 
demands severe exertion ; but it is labour which will 
amply repay you, in the exemption from carefuUiess 
which it will produce. 
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CLXXXIL 

A man's pride shall bring Mm low ; but honour shall uphold the 
humble in spirit. Proverbs xziz, 23. 

Nothing but the grace of God can make any person 
really humble. There is a timidity of nature^ and there 
is a buoyancy and placidity of temper (often arising 
from insensibility) in some persons, which is sometimes 
mistaken for humility; but it is a mere semblance^ 
and when brought to the test, a very poor one, of that 
divine grace. Nothing is so inconceivably rare, as 
genuine lowliness of mind ; and never can it be ob- 
tained, but through long and deep exercises of souL 
Pride belongs in some measure, and usually a very 
large one, to everybody. It is so much a part of us, 
and so constant a modification of our self-love, that in 
order to subdue it, we usually have again and again to 
experience, by the manifold mortifications it procures, 
that it does indeed, *^ bring us low." 

The subjugation of our pride is, in fact, one of the 
severest means of discipline in the school where the 
Lord teaches. Under the wholesome rod of His cor- 
rection, we gradually discover it to be the bosom sin 
against which His hand is ever lifted up; and which 
must be made a whole burnt offering unto EQm, before 
honour shall uphold us in himiility of spirit. 
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CLXXXIIL . 

Let my sentence come forth from thy presence ; let thine eyes behold 
the things that are equal. Psalm xvii. 2. 

Keep as much as possible to that restraining prin- 
ciple which stays and equalizes your mind; for you 
cannot too often, nor too vividly, remember, that the 
one great matter is to obtain the mastery over yourself, 
and never to be wasted and desolated by your own will. 

How fiitile and childish is the impotent condition 
which attends the yielding to impulse, and which keeps 
the mind perpetually oscillating from this to that, un- 
equal—unbalanced — ^unbuilt. Stand aloof from all that 
leads into this fractional, uncentred state. Bear in 
stillness and patience, the '^pelting of the pitiless 
storm " of the passions ; bowing your head meekly 
beneath the coming billows. Be assured, that no sen- 
tence from the calm and wise Spirit of the Lord can be 
obtained whilst you are under any excitement. It is 
when all is at peace, and in a state of equilibrium in 
your soul, and there the eyes of the Lord "behold the 
things that are equal," that decisions come forth from 
His presence which are to guide and regulate your 
conduct. 



gttlg.] EVENTIDE. [SSttonb febtmng. 
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Wisdom is better than strength. Eocles ix. 16. 

There is sucL an omnipotence in the will, or rather 
there seems to be, that we often fancy that we have 
only to say *^ / loill " or ** / will not^^ and the matter 
which troubles us will be disposed of. But this haste 
and arrogance in attempting to dispose of things, has, 
in its very vehemence, the elements of waste and impo- 
tence. It is a mere flash in the pan, and does nothing 
but make a noise. That which really effects a result, 
and brings forth fruit that remains, is a very different, 
and a far nobler thing. It is wisdom, not will — not 
man's will at least, but the Lord's ; and wisdom when 
of the kind *Hhat cometh down from above," is the 
meekest and quietest, but at the same time the most 
powerful of all agents. But, how much must be en- 
dured, how much resigned, before the violent and dis» 
orderly workings of nature are sufficiently silbdued 
for wisdom's gentle voice to be heard ! for tody is it 
said, that " the words of the wise are heard in quiet." 
Cultivate therefore, assiduously this inward peace, that 
wisdom may arise and rule within you, and be found 
better than any of the strength which nature has to 
bestow. 
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CLXXXV. 

Endure hardneBs, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 

This advice of the Apostle to his young disciple, is 
needftil to us all ; for to all of us the necessity for en- 
during hardness, in some shape or another, will be sure 
to arrive. The warfare which we have to maintain in 
the contest between flesh and spirit, calls upon us to 
endure, and to **be strong in the grace which is in Christ 
Jesus." This painful conflict is the criterion of our 
sincerity, and of our having actually entered upon the 
condition of a soldier of Jesus Christ. 

For, it is one thing, and a very easy thing, to ac(juire 
a knowledge of doctrine, and to be expert in quoting 
Scriptures to support it; and another, and a very diffi- 
cult thing, to war a good warfare, in the resistance of 
vain and sinful imaginations, and the pulling down of 
the strong holds of pride and covetousness, and bringing 
every thought into captivity which exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God; and thus, perfecting in our 
souls obedience to the law of Christ. 
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CLXXXVI. 

I have chosen the way of truth, thy judgments have I laid before 
me. Psalm cxix. 30. 

It is a great gift to possess a love of truth; so that by 
choice, and desire, the individual pursues the acqui- 
sition of it as the pearl of great price. But what is 
Truth? This question, just as in the day when it was 
asked, nearly two thousand years ago, is. still, with too 
many, as carelessly made, and its solution as negligently 
sought. " I have chosen the way of truth ;" that was 
the Psahnist's choice. *^ Thy judgments have I laid be*- 
fore me ;" that was the way by which he was enabled 
to effect his purpose, in obtaining the object of his choice. 

And thus it must be with us. The judgment of the 
Lord in his dealings with us are to be our great lesson; 
so that we are enabled decidedly to affirm, "for such a 
sin, I met with such a chastisement ;" and *^ for such an 
endeavour to act rightly, I was rewarded with so much 
peace of mind." And, being well disciplined in learning 
out of our own book, we may look at the book of the 
world, and read everywhere that God*s judgments en- 
fold in them " the way of Truth." 



Ittlg.] EVENTIDE. Ciifi^ (Etitmag. 



CLxxxvn. 

A wise man's heart discemeth both time and judgment. Because in 
every purpose, there is time and judgment. Eccles. viii. 6, 6. 

It is highly desirable to hold a tight rein over that 
strength and eagerness of will which, upon the first 
8iiggestion of a matter, rushes out at once to the fill- 
filling of it. Wait — ^wait, and always wait, till the 
immediate heat of impulse has cooled a little. Wait to 
feel after that discernment of the right time and way of 
doing things, which is quite essential to their success. 
All sudden and violent things are short lived, with res- 
pect to the good they produce ; but quiet and well con- 
sidered matters are likely to endure, because they 
carry inherent truth in them. It is said of wisdom, ^*I 
cause those that love me to inherit substance." Wise 
counsels grow into substantial deeds; but hasty impulses 
are crude and sour, and develop only unripe fruit. " It 
hath no stalk : the bud shall yield no meaL" Hosea viii. 7. 
Intense watchfulness alone can obtain, and preserve, the 
well matured state of mind, which ** discerns both time 
and judgment." 
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Woe to the ctown of pride, to the dnmkardd of Ephraim, whose glori- 
ous beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleyB 
of them that are overcome with wine. Isaiah zxviii. 1. 

There is a delightful charm in beautiful objects, 
beautiful music, and many other things which appeal to 
the senses; but nevertheless, in aU these attractive 
things, the elements of true beauty are, for the most part, 
so deteriorated by the corruption to which they are 
united, that thej^ only deserve to be classed with the 
abominations that filled the golden cup of the woman 
who sits upon the scarlet coloured beast. Rev. xvi. 3. 
Their beauty, and the seemingly beautiful emotions 
they excite, are but ^^ fading flowers." Such emotions, 
we may observe, are usually found in those who are full 
of prosperity, and who know nothing, and care nothing, 
for the discipline of the cross ; but who have their por- 
tion in this life, and whose dwelling is in the ^^ fat val- 
ley " of luxury and indolence, and whom this Scripture 
characterises, as " the drunkards of Ephraim." ^ 
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A merry heart doeth good like a medicine ; but a broken spirit drieth 
the bones. Proverbs xvii. 22. 

There is a dark nature within us, and there is a dark 
spirit that lodges in, and works in that nature; and sad 
indeed is the hour when these unite to bow down and 
tempt the poor souL Greatly is the danger and evil 
increased when, in this gloomy state, the mind comes 
m contact with the darkness of other minds. The best 
preventive, and the only cure of this direful state, is to 
be found in the constant cultivation of an innocent, 
healthy, hopeful spirit. To this end, avoid whatever 
excites any bitter, satirical thoughts of others. ^^ But 
they are so disagreeable 1" says nature. "Well, and 
what are you, yourself, in the evil hour ?" If things 
and people are disagreeable, the gazing upon their 
defects wiU not lessen their disagreeableness. Turn 
away from all such contemplations, as you would from 
a person covered with leprosy ; and understand the ful- 
ness of that word which says, " look unto me and be 
saved." Look unto the meek beauty, the patient love 
of God's blessed Lamb, and sing for joy that you have 
such a Bedeemer. 
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cxc. 

He shall choose our inheritance for us. Psalm xlvii. 4. 

How differently, often, would the will of the creature 
ordain the outward lot, to that which is appointed it by 
the will of the Creator I Yet, when the soul is sincerely 
desirous of not sowing to the flesh, but to the Spirit, 
how certain is the destiny of being made just that which 
IS best fitted for peace and goodness! For oh, how 
tender is the Lord of every spark of his own life I How 
carefully does he order every circumstance for the growth 
of the good, and for the eradication of the evil seed I 
Be satisfied then, O doubting, anxious soul, be more 
than satisfied; be thankful that God should choose 
your inheritance for you. Let faith and patience have 
their perfect work ; and be humble, and submit to hum- 
bling things. These trials are painful, no doubt; but 
what a profitable thing is pain! What a means for 
manifesting the nature of God's grace in the soul ! *' Des- 
troy it not, for a blessing is in it ;" and out of it that 
word will be fulfilled, *' I will allure her, and bring her 
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. 
And I will give her, her vineyards from thence, and 
the valley of Achor for a door of hope." Endeavour 
firmly to believe, for you surely may, that "the valley 
of Achor" is often God's blessed place of rest, and the 
helpless creature's sanctuary. 
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God is love ; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in Otod, and God 
in him. 1. John iv. 16. 

We would be happy; let us then love, for love is the 
end, and the consummation of all God's purpose in call- 
ing us into existence. But let us love with the spiritual 
love of the true '^ Jerusalem, which is the mother of us 
aU," and which cometh down from heaven, *^as a bride 
prepared for her husband." For there is the true and 
the false love; the holy love which endures for ever, 
and the vain, transitory love which fixes for selfish ends, 
on things and people, and moves by fits and starts. This 
love is figured by that of the false woman, *^ whose feet 
abide not in her house; now is she without, now in the 
streets, and lieth in i^ait at every comer. Lest thou 
shouldst ponder the path ^f ^^> ^^^ ways are always 
moveable, that thou canst not know them." This is the 
love which is bom of the flesh, and lives and dies with 
the life of the flesh. But the love which is of God, is 
bom of the Spirit; and though occasionally blossoming 
in beauty here, knows its full fruition only in another 
and a^happier realm than this of earth. 
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CXCIL 

That which fell among thoms are they, which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares, and riches, and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. Luke viii. 14, 15. 

^^ That your fruit should remain." This is the real 
fructification. No finit can proceed from hasty impulses 
and sudden^ eccentric motives of action. No seed can 
expand into vitality in the midst of the choking desires 
and cares of a heart which is occupied with this world. 
It must be emptied and cleansed of these, and brought 
into the clearness and simplicity of truth ; and then the 
seed of the kingdom, finding itse]f in a congenial soil, 
opens, and darts out its fibres an^ takes root, and grows, 
and brings forth fruit. And iHbAt it thus brings forth 
is no empty chaff, but substance which remains. Only 
abide in that which separates you from evil, by pruning 
away the choking thorns which impede the growth of 
goodness in your soul ; and with docility and meekness 
receive the engrafted word, as the divine husbandman 
sees meet to impart it. 
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CXCIII. 

BemoTe from me the way of lying ; and grant me thy law graciously. 
Psalm czix. 29. 

It in riot merely the direct falsehood which contains 
the whole, nor yet, perhaps, the worst, or the most 
dangerous part of lying ; because there the sin is bare- 
faced, it wears no mask, and can never palm itself upon 
the conscience for anything but what it is. 

^' The way of lying" is the subtle enemy that it be- 
hoves UB very earnestly, and very constantly to pray to 
have removed from us. 

Who is there, in the slightest degree, acquainted 
with the deceitfulness of his own heart, but well knows 
how manifold are the trickeries, the lures, the idle 
thoughts, desires, and imaginations, *^ the great swell- 
ing words of vanity," and the acting and designs which 
work in *^ those chambers of imagery," that are in the 
depths of his inner world, and which are continually 
trying to seduce him into ^^the way of lying ?" 
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CXCIV. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace. Proverbs iii. 18, 17. 

There is a peculiarity in the language ^f the Scrip- 
tures which we find in no other writings ; and that is 
the conciseness and force with which they present to 
the mind subjects for the deepest and most comprehen- 
sive scope of thought and feeling. What treaties could 
be written, to commend Divine wisdom to our love and 
choice, like these few graphic words — ^^ Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace?" 

Oh Thou, who knowest our helplessness, ignorance, 
and folly, be pleased to stir up within us an ardent 
desire to seek our happiness in the pursuit of wisdom. 
Reveal to us, by Thy pure Spirit, the preciousness of 
possessing her as our bosom friend, and blessed guide — 
and grant that we may watch, ** as those that watch for 
the morning," to receive and to preserve the thoughts, 
desires, and tempers, which shall bring us into her 
ways of pleasantness, and cause us steadfastly to walk 
in her paths of peace I Amen. 
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Better is the end of a thing, than the beginning thereof, and the pa- 
tient in spirit, is better than the proud in spirit. Eccles. yii. 8. 

When we have anything to do with children and 
young persons^ or undisciplined people of any kind, 
how wearisome and discouraging it is to observe how 
soon the pleasure with which they engage in any new 
thing is exchanged for dissatisfaction, when they dis- 
cover that this novelty has some difficulty in it. But, 
instead of lamenting over this common trait of self-hood, 
try and extract from it a valuable lesson of personal 
application; and watch in yourself against the same 
thing. You perhaps weary of new pursuits when they 
involve difficulty in them. But as a means of discipline, 
constrain yourself to go through with what you under- 
take, if it be no offence against prudence and propriety 
so to do. And if it be a hasty, undigested measure 
that you have rushed upon, you will thus punish your- 
self for your rashness, and will learn to be more consi- 
derate as to what you engage in for the future. 



o2 



d 



|ulg.] EVENTIDE, [ionrfetntb ©bemoj. 



cxcvr. 

In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits. Job xz. 22. 

There are habits of mind quite unobserved and un- 
cared for, even by sincerely religious persons, which, 
without producing actual defilement to the soul, are 
nevertheless great hindrances to its ^^ walking at liberty." 
An indulgence in profitless reminiscences of bygone 
times, and weaving dreams and dramas for the future, 
are of this kind. The pleasure which accompanies such 
visionary excursions of thought seems innocent; but 
it is not so : almost all that thus amuses and deeply in* 
terests nature, is of a dangerous kind. ^^ But how can 
I live in solitude without some recreation for my 
thoughts ?" " The good man," we are told, ** shall be 
satisfied from himself." And again, *' the meek shall 
inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace." The realities of the present mo- 
ment must be minded, or we are not in the way of peace. 
" All things are yours," says St. Paul, and in truth, all 
things do become the property of the simple, humble, 
sincere soul. God blesses the little which such a soul 
possesses, and makes it go far, and feed to the full ; but 
He sends a blight on the self-indulging nature, ajid *^ in 
the midst of its sufliciency, it is in straits." 
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Except je be oonyerted and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter the kingdom of Heayen. Matthew zviii. 3. 

That which destroys peace of mind^ is the restless- 
ness of desire for something unpossessed. K the soul 
were centralized in God, all that it requires for happi- 
ness would come to it, without any striving for it. But, 
dislodged from its anchorage, it rushes forth any whither 
in search of that which is to be found by retreating 
within^ not ffoinff out Unsatisfied desire, which is the 
root of human wretchedness, is only fed and strength- 
ened by these vain attempts to grasp at shadows. Ex- 
treme self-love and covetousness, both of whicK are the 
elements of the pride that demands a share in all things 
as its right, are the springs of this unhappy condition. 
The only healing for it, is the innocent meekness of the 
Holy Spirit, which sweetens the strong bitterness of 
nature, and introduces the soul into the little child's 
state of contentment and carelessness about the things 
of foturity, causing it to be 

Fleas'd with all the Lord provides, 
Wean*d &om all the world besides. 
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For with thee is the fonnUan of life, in thy light shall we see light. 
Psalm xxxvi. 9. 

The %lit of God's Spirit is the Sayionr and Bedeemer 
of the soul. How soft, how sweet, how infinitely delicate 
are its mild glances ! Be exceedingly careftd in ob- 
serving when, and how it appears ; for it is soon ob- 
scured in its arising, by the ignorant, boisterous will of 
the flesh. Yet, being tenderly loved and cherished, it 
comes again and again, and grows in strength, till it 
becomes ^^ as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land ; a tabernacle from the heat, a refuge to the needy 
in his distress." 

Always wait for its appearing to your help in times 
of trouble. The mere act of waiting has a portion of 
its nature and life in it, and almost necessarily leads 
it into a meek, humble patience, that sanctifies the souL 
For ever keep away from the disorderly workings of 
the fleshly mind, which are tlje beasts of prey that have 
^^ slain" this Lamb of God, from the foundation of the 
world. 
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Give and it shall be given nnto yon ; good measure pressed down and 
shaken together, and running oyer, shall men give into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured 
to you again. Luke vi. 88. 

No axiom in Euclid is more sure than that " with 
the same measure we mete^ it shall be measured to us 
again." If it were only therefore, as a matter of policy, 
it would behove us to deal tenderly and kindly with one 
another. But there is more than this in tlie words be- 
fore us. They do not point to well doing on the ground 
of self-interest, though this may be glanced at : but their 
chief aim is to recommend that blessedness of mind 
which does good, for the love of good, and which in 

the exercise of its own sweet and heavenly tempers, 
brings forth a recompence truly divine, of good measure 
" pressed down and shaken together, and running over 
into the bosom." 
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Search me, God, and know my heart : try me and know my 
thoughts; and Bee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting. Psalm cxzxix. 28, 24. 

How manifestly is this the language of a heart which 
the grace of God has rendered in earnest in its search 
after truth ! and how certain a test does it offer, whereby 
we may try the sincerity of our own individual condi- 
tion before the Lord. Can I make this supplication of 
the Psalmist sincerely my own ? Can I really and truly 
desire of God to search me, and know my heart ; to 
try me, and know my thoughts ? Can I beseech him 
with anxious desire, to see if there be any wicked way 
in me ; any secret bosom sin, and to bring it forth for 
correction, that I may be delivered from its baneful in- 
fluence, and led into the everlasting way of truth and 
holiness ? These are important queries to make, and 
they must be both made and answered satisfactorily, 
before we have any right to use the words, and to adopt 
the experiences of the holy Psalmist as if they were spon- 
taneously our own. 
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O Lord thou hast brought up my soul from the grave; thou hast 
kept me'aliye that I should not ^o down to the pit. Psalm xxx. 3. 

The carnal mind is a dark pit where no water is ; and 
whilst dwelling there, we are where God cannot come. 
For what communion hath purity with impurity ? Come 
out of this unwholesome and truly ^^ bottomless pit ;" 
this place where the soul has " no standing," but sinks 
continually in the mire of the fleshly life. For ever 
come away from that earthly mind, ^^ which is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." Come 
away from the tempers and feelings which plunge the 
poor soul into this horrible dungeon. Some of these 
are manifest at a glance, as dangerous and evil ; but 
there is a bland, enervating kind of beauty in others 
which disguises them with the garb of innocence, when 
they are far enough from deserving to wear it. Distin- 
guish in yourself what it is that strengthens your moral 
nature, and be sure that that is the thing which God 
desires to keep alive that it should not go down into 
the pit 
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Thou Shalt lend unto many nations and shall not borrow; the Lord 
shall make thee the head and not the tail ; and thou shalt be aboye 
onlji and thou shalt not be beneath. Deut. xxvlii. 12, 18. 

It is not one of the smallest evils of self-indulgence, 
that it lowers the individual by causing him to depend 
upon those who are morally and intellectually his in- 
feriors in understanding, for a great part of his comfort 
This should not be. " Let his hands be sufficient for 
him," was the blessing invoked upon Judah ; and we 
are told again and again, that ^^ the righteous shall in- 
herit the earth." Assuredly this means that, amongst 
other blessings, and without which no blessing could 
satisfy, they should inherit respect and honour as their 
proper portion. But what does that person inherit who 
is always, like a child, wanting to be amused, or petted, 
or comforted? Nothing but contempt. That is the 
meed which self-indulgence is sure to obtain; since 
people instinctively despise those who are insufficient to 
themselves. Always cultivate a noble disdain of all 
those low feelings which incline you to be ever hunting 
after somewhat to amuse and please you. Bear to be 
silent and solitary, and if it be so ordered, suffering 
and sad ; and learn to bear it alone. 
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Let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me 
laaiah xxvii. 5. 

An interal place of peace and repose, is what the 
soul seeks, but seeks, alas, in vain, till it is regenerated 
to a life and nature that is in unity with peace. ** What 
hast thou to do with peace ?" is the language of the 
Spirit of peace, to him who is " of the earth, earthly." 
The fierceness, the contrariety, the self-hood of the sen- 
sual life, interpose between the soul and its proper hap- 
piness, which is " the rest that remains for the people 
of God." ** Is there then no balm in Gilead, is there no 
physician there," to reach to this disease of fallen hu- 
manity ? Assuredly there is, and thus he speaks : " let 
him take Jhold of my strength." Dost thou ask, O 
wounded heart, '* tossed with tempest and not com- 
forted," what this strength is, and where it is to be 
found ? Ketire into the depths of thine own spirit ; be 
still, be patient ; and as thou art thus quiet and resigned, 
some little measure of strength will arise within thee ; to 
which obediently yielding thyself, thou will find it in- 
crease to thy peace and consolation. 



lulg.] EVENTroE. [ftejrfj-setottJj ibntfaij. 



CCIV. 

And you hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins 
Wherein in times past ye walked according to the course oi this 

world, according to the Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 

now worketh in the children of disobedience; 
Among whom we all had our conversation in times past, and in the 

lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 

were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. Eph. 11. 1, 2, 8. 

It is not the things we do, but the spirit in which we 
do them, that renders them significant of our real con- 
dition in the sight of God. For the spirit is the will of 
the creature; and when this is directed towards the 
earth, it cannot but fulfil the desires of the flesh, and 
of the mind that is earthly. No education can change 
this spirit. It is only by the grace of God, which 
grants it new life, that the soul which before was dead 
in trespasses and sins is quickened into goodness. Do 
not, therefore, look to the good deeds you perform, nor 
the evil ones you abstain from ; but look at what your 
will loves and unites with ; for those are the things 
which nourish and keep alive your real nature, and 
make it either good or bad. 
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Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace. Psalm zxxvii. 37. 

There scarcely lives the human being who is capable 
of reflection, however he may be immersed in the cares 
and occupations of life, however indisposed to turn aside 
and contemplate the condition of his soul in relation to 
Grod and to the purpose for which he was bom. Who 
does not feel, on considering such a Scripture as this, 
that it embodies a divine and everlasting truth, and 
secretly wish that he himself were ^^ the perfect man " 
of whom he speaks ? 

There is something better than ourselves that is near 
to all of us ; and it is the will of God that we should 
observe and reverence, and faithfully obey the impres- 
sions which it makes upon us; seeing that it ever guides 
us by a holy sense of satisfaction, to appropriate to our- 
selves as the right nourishment of our souls, whatever 
is calculated to endue them with divine strength. 

Make great account, then, of the conscious approba- 
tion with which you assent to the proposition of the 
text, and of the secret assurance you feel that the end 
of the upright man is peace; for that in you which 
judges this righteous judgment, requires obedience to 
its law and to its testimony ; and is not to be disre- 
garded without producing very painful and very certain 
<:2hastisement. -.m 
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And lie said to them all, if any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. Luke iz. 23. 

There are few subjects on which the minds of reli- 
gious persons are so much confused and divided^ as on 
that of the cross of Christ. It is as little my purpose 
as it is my province, to discuss the point ; for I am fully 
persuaded that by whatever innocent means the mind 
is excited to devotional feeling, it is helped to some de- 
gree of goodness, even though it should be by placing 
a crucifix before the eyes, as is the custom of the Papist. 
Let us confine ourselves now to the spiritual and prac- 
tical cross which the words of the text point out with 
unmistakable precision ; even that inward cross to the 
corrupt will, aud deceitful lusts, and self-pleasing of 
nature, which we are commanded to take up every day 
of our lives. "In all labour there is profit, but the 
talk of the lips tendeth only to penury ;" and in no 
labour is there so much invaluable profit, as in the efforts 
we make to cross and deny our own will; and in no 
talk of the lips is there so much penury, as prating 
about religious doctrine without practising self-denial. 
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Oh, that Gk>d would speak, and that he would shew thee the secrets 
of wisdom, that they are double to that which is. Job xi. 6, 6. 

The whole economy of the material universe, so 
far as we can observe it, seems to be balanced and go- 
verned by the presence of antagonistic forces. It can 
scarcely be doubted but that the same law of antago- 
nism prevails in the spiritual and invisible kingdom 
within us. Hence, in moments of extreme trial, when 
ignorant and frightened nature is ready to **run to and 
fro, and stagger and be at its wits' end," could we but 
be still, and give time to the proper and appointed re- 
gulator to act, it would doubtless be found to do its 
appointed work, in administering the particular help 
which such a condition stood in need of. God leaves 
nothing unassisted that requires, and is in a fit state to be 
assisted ; though the aid he sends may not be of the 
kind we expect and desire. To every moment comes 
the moment's strength ; but the eye that discerns this 
is sjnritualy not carnal. 
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In that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. Isaiah xxz. 23. 

We are so selfish and one-sided by nature, tliat our 
minds are always feeding upon bits and parcels of good- 
ness ; and, especially intent are they in appropriating 
to themselves some isolated morsel of virtue ; such as 
charitable or benevolent feelings, good temper, etc. 
It is highly desirable to come out of these nooks and 
corners of self-love; and to desire and seek for, large, 
noble, and universal ideas of goodness, as being the 
very essence of Divine love and beauty. There is a 
striking prayer of Plato's, wherein he says, " Oh Great 
All I grant that I may be beautiful from within : and 
that all I possess from without, may be a help to my 
internal beauty !"* These desires after the universality 
of perfection, are powerful means of enlarging and ele- 
vating the soul to love God for Himself, And ** how 
great is his goodness, how great is his beauty," how 
worthy of all we have to give of adoration ! We be- 
come that in spirit which we truly love and unite with; 
and grow in assimilation with the nature of the thoughts 
with which we feed our minds. Let us therefore choose 
large and healthy pastures, and food that will nourish 
our souls unto everlasting life. 



% 



* Quoted from Chevalier Ramsay, vol ii. p. 40. 
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Though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now, henceforth 
know we him no more. 2 Cor. 5, 16. 

There is a tendency in human nature to delight in 
images^ and objects ; a disposition of mind which, how- 
ever we may attempt to disguise with fine names, or to 
exalt with fine natures, is nothing else than the innate 
propensity to idolatry which is the instinctive religion 
of the natural man. It seems as if, even in the days 
of the Apostle, the inclination to " know Christ after 
the flesh " which is now so prevalent, had been mani- 
fested in a measure which occasioned him to use the 
words here quoted. To know Christ as our Saviour 
and Redeemer, we must know him as " the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God ;" near to deliver us from 
the power of sin, and to make us holy and righteous, 
in order that we may be made happy. 

It is scarcely to be calculated, the injury which even 
smcere persons do to their spiritual growth, by encou- 
raging an idea that they can never be anything, else 
but wretched sinners to the end of their days. We are 
to remember that Christ is exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour from sin: not a substitution and covering to 
those who continue in it. 



\ 
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ccx. 

In the same day also will I panish all those that leap on the thres- 
hold, which fill their master's houses with violence and deceit. Zeph. i. 9. 

Excitement is the delight and life of nature. ^^ Thou 
that art fiill of stirs 1"* how truly may it be said to every 
human being I And to what^ and whither^ would this 
hungry fire of whirling anguish conduct ita victun, but 
to misery^ perhaps to madness^ if it were not kept in 
check by some neutralizing force? Grod be praised 
there is such salvation at hand I The sure time arrives^ 
when the wild impulses that are for ever leaping on the 
threshold of the mind^ and deluding it with sedacing 
visions of something new^ and something exciting, will 
be punished ; and then is the moment when experience 
and wisdom step in for the culprit's good. Be humble^ 
be still as death, ^'thou whom the merchants of Zidon 
that pass over the sea, have replenished.'' Yes, be still 
as death under your chastisement ; and learn that thu^ 
and this alone, is the way in which to secure thyself 
for the future from the inroads which this wild and 
violent spirit of fallen nature makes upon tihy peace 
and capability of goodness. Has it not often enough, 
and too often, filled thy inward dwelling with deoeitfol 
promises of joy, and urged thee to rashness, and wild- 
ness, and violence, when those promises were found to 
be false ? 

* Isaiah zsii. 2. 
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Bat speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Mm in all things 
which is the head, even Christ. Ephesians iv. 15. 

Christ and his Spirit are one ; and " if any man have 
not that Spirit^ he is none of his." But no man can say 
that he is destitute of it ; for a manifestation thereof is 
given to every man to profit withaL It is the slight- 
ing of the unspeakable giffc^ that causes the dearth of 
that life and power which it is the design and desire of 
God, by his grace, to bestow upon all his rational crea- 
tures. ** For the grace of God which bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men ; teaching them, that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, they should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world." And it 
is under the power and presence of this Spirit of grace, 
which is the Christ of God, *^ in whom are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge," we are to "grow up 
into him in all things ;" and, leaving our natural condi- 
tion of self-hood and sin, are so to cleave to our heavenly 
Guide, and be so fed and nouriahed by his divine life, 
ihAt as the new born babe is cherished by its mother's 
milk, our souls will also advance in strength and vigour 
bj the Word that dwells in us. 



p2 
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The lips of a strange woman drop as an honej comb, and her month 
is smoother than oil. Proverbs y. 2. 

There is a most delusive spirit near to man ; a whis- 
perer of words that seem too sweet and lovely to have 
any danger in them; but the ways which they lead 
into are often ** bitter as wormwood, and sharp a sa two 
edged sword." Put far from you this inward speaker, 
with ** fro ward kiouth and perverse lips." Be exceed- 
ingly simple, and single, and humble internally ; for 
humility has in it the very water of life ; whejeas the 
character of the strange woman, the false Spirit of this 
world, is in variably proud and inflating. She « turns 
aside the just for a thing of nought ;" and puffs it out 
into a charming vision of self-aggrandisement. /, the 
attractive /, may always be noticed as the centralizing 
point to which she makes all homage tend. Oh, how 
vile, how utterly loathsome to the true Spirit, are such 
workings of the fleshly nature I How instantly and 
instinctively does she who ought to be ** the mother of 
us all," the true Jerusalem, draw away her child from 
hearkening to this seducer ; and remind him that ^^ the 
stranger (the false spirit) that flattereth with her lips,** 
dwells ^4n a house that inclineth unto death, and her 
paths imto the dead." Proverbs ii. 18. 
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For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 1 Cor iv. 20. 

The strength, the ability to rise to the occasion — in a 
word, the power which our religious principles invest 
us with, is the only just criterion of their truth and 
value* For, it is as a Kedeemer from iniquity, that 
the Holy Spirit is bestowed upon us ; and it is only in 
feeling that we possess this " power of God unto salva- 
tion," that we can possibly have any faith in it. No 
description of it will suffice, for words will not im- 
part it. 

There must be a sense of illumination experienced 
in the soul, which, whilst it reveals the right path, does 
also impart tiie strength to walk in it. "Walk in the 
light, as children of the light," is only a mode of saying 
to us, witii the most lucid simplicity of direction, " feel 
the power of Christ's spirit. Don't talk about it ; don't 
let your strength evaporate outwardly; but eye this 
inward power — ^be gathered into it — and stand still in 
it ; and see the salvation of God." 
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Israel is an empty vine, lie bringeth forth fruit onto himself. Hoeea x. 1 . 

It is a great matter to know and to clierisli the finut- 
bearing branches of your spirit^ and to separate them 
from the false blossoms. For, there are thoughts and 
feelings which are true and of God ; and to these the 
Spirit of God unites, and holy fruit is produccid by the 
union, and this fruit remains. There are also thotights 
and feelings which spring from the empt^ vine of self- 
hood, and to these evil spirits unite, aiid the fruits of 
evil deeds ensue. 

How important is it, then, to ^'take heed and be 
quiet," and to keep an ever watchful eye ^as to what 
is the nature of the spirit to which we yield our wiD# 
Scarcely anything seems to be safe for us, but the little 
child's state, which thinks of nothing, and desires nothing, 
but remains satisfied and pleased with the present mo- 
ment, and with the circumstances of the present moment; 
and looking neither behind nor before, dwells in the NOW, 
the I AM. ^^ Dwell in the land, and verily thou shall be 
fed," is a Scripture which has a profound meaning, when 
taken in the comprehensiveness of its spiritual import, 
and as pointing to that ^^ land of uprightness " which. 
David prays to be led into. Psalm clxiii, 10, 
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But my father givetli yon i}^e true bread from heaven. 
For the bread of Grod is he which cometh down Irom heaven, and 
giveth life to the world. John vi. 32, 33. 

Desire, or hunger, is the very spirit of life ; and the 
satisfaction of it the support of all life. That which 
feeds and nourishes us, we enjoy ; and a merciful 
ordination of Providence has annexed this pleasure to 
the use of the means that are necessary to the preserva- 
tion of our existence. Equally necessary, in a spiritual 
sense, are the same means to the sustenance of the soul. 
It must hunger, and it must be fed, or it has no divine 
life in it. Now, what is the proper food of the soul ? 
Surely that of which the text speaks — ^^ The bread of 
God which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world." The Spirit of life, the Spirit of 
truth : this is the holy bread on which the soul must 
feed. Do you know your food ? do you love it ? Are 
the breathings for the Father's love, the sweet thoughts 
that love suggests, and the tender yearnings of the new 
nature, felt to be sq precious, that the cry of your soul 
is ** Lord, evermore give me this bread ?" 
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Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed upon thee, 
because he trosteth in thee. Isaiah xzvi. 3. 

To have the mind brought into any degree of perma- 
nence and stabiKty, is to be in possession of something 
very precious, and which is inconceivably rare. I do 
not mean to say that it is by any means rare to meet 
with persons, who, by the aid of obstinacy and pride, 
and the overweening confidence in their own strength 
which these frailties produce, are endued with perma- 
nence enough, and more than enough, in abiding by 
their own will and way. But there is no security, and 
no peace in such permanence as this : no staidness, no 
deliverance from the yoke of the passions, and no an- 
chorage for the soul in times of storm and tempest. 
This can only be found in the strength of a faith which 
looks beyond the fluctuations of time and sense for its 
resting place ; and which stays itself upon God, even 
upon Him who never deceives nor disappoints, but more 
than meets the humblest efforts that his helpless crea- 
tures make to put their trust in him, and rewards them 
with a taste of his " perfect peace." 
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The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness ; but of every 
one that is hasty, only to want. Proverbs xxi. 6. 

Always remember that purposes look amazingly 
different, before and after their execution. Consider, 
therefore, again and again, before you proceed to acting 
out any doubtful desire ; for there is nothing in which 
the craft and subtlety of self-will (probably actuated by 
evil spirits a thousandfold more crafty and subtle) so 
entilrely misleads, confuses, and darkens the soul, as in 
those urgent promptings to rush upon hasty words and 
deeds, of which all persons, at times, have experience. 
Words and deeds moreover, which never can be recalled, 
and which in their consequences produce matter for 
unceasing regret. " Their feet run to evil, and they 
make haste to shed innocent blood." How forcible is 
this figurfttive language in pourtraying the violent, 
sudden impulses, which, when yielded to, destroy the 
meek, pure, innocent life of God's Holy Spirit in the 
soul I Oh, pray for light and strength to be stilly when 
these destroyers are at hand ! 
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O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell in the rock, and 
be like the dove that maketh her nest in the sides of the hole's mouth. 
Jeremiah xlviii. 28. 

Away from noise and multiplicity, God's Spirit guides 
the soul to ^^ be like the dove," that seeks concealment, 
*^and maketh her nest " afar from the multitude. Ever- 
more seek to prepare for thy soul an abode of peace. 
" The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the 
dwellings of Jacob." The meek, the lowly, the lamb- 
like nature of his holy Spirit, this is his delight and joy f 
here is " that Zion which he loveth." Vain, and worse 
than vain, in the presence of truth, and truth's righteous 
judgment, are the workings, and strivings, and exalta- 
tions of the intellectual part; for these all, and always 
act for self-love and vain-glory. They cannot be pure, 
they cannot be himible, until they have been brought 
down to the dust, and made to know their nirtural pol- 
lution, and deeply and constantly to disown and detest 
it Then indeed they may act for God's glory, and 
the soul's advantage, for they will have passed through 
the furnace of purification. 
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The heart is deceitfiil above all things and desperately wicked, who 
can know it ? 

I the Lord search the heart ; I try the reins; even to give to every 
man according to his ways, and according to the firait of his doings. 
Jeremiah xvii. 9, 10. 

Manners and customs change^ and change for the 
better in civilized communities ; but nature remains the 
same^ and with respect to humanity *^ deceitful above all 
things^ and desperately wicked." Nothing can change 
this^ its radical condition ; for nothing can change 
natures. ** Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots ?" Then may ye also do good, who 
are accustomed to do evil. It is by the predominance 
of a new and better nature, that the soul is redeemed 
from the bondage of corruption, which is its condition 
by its first birth. 

Do you ask how this predominance of the better nature 
is to be obtained ? Hear the Scriptures — ^^ 1 the Lord 
search the heart." " The Spirit of man is the candle of 
the Lord." That better Spirit than our own, that 
candle which the Lord has placed in the conscience, is 
the light by which we are to *^ search and try our ways," 
and turn from all evil, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, 
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I will destroy the fat and the strong, I will feed them with judgment. 
Ezekiel xxxiv. 16. 

A sort of bold, triumphant spirit of self-complacency 
is wonderfully rife in strong-feeling persons ; which, 
when it is regarded in the light of the Spirit of God, is 
detected at once, and properly despised and renounced 
by the individual in whom it appears. It is seen to be 
of the fat and strong, amidst the progeny of the fleshly 
mind, which God feeds with judgment and destroys. 
Observe then, and keep close to that within, which 
judges down all the stirrings of vanity, and which ex- 
cites a sentiment of disdain at their enticements. It is 
Wisdom ^^ the Mother of fair love," * that passeth and 
goeth through all things, by reason of her pureness,*' f 
that is the judge here ; and that ^^ separates between 
cattle and cattle ;" loving, and protecting the weak and 
helpless, which are oppressed and grieved by the fat and 
strong ; and dealing sharply in judgment with those that 
persecute and tyrannize over them. This calm, meek, 
simple thing, which has no communion with that which 
exalts itself, and claims to be some great one, this is the 
interior thing to love, and cherish, and watch, and wait 
for, and to obet/. 

* Eccles. xmv. 18. 

t Wisdom of Solomon vii. 24. 
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Tike unto joa the wliole annour of God, that je may be ible^to 
withstaad in llie eril day, and having done all to stand. 

Stand tlierefoie, having your loins girt about with truth. EpheBiaiia 
vi 13, 14. 

There is an energy in the will which renders it near 
to accomplishing whateyer it is determined to do. We 
haye only to be firmly centred in it, and it will carry 
us Tast lengths towards the fulfilment of our purpose : 
and when it is a right purpose, it will carry us through 
with it, because then the will of Grod regulates and is 
united with it. It has been proved in many instances 
that to stand firmly fixed upon a point, so as to give 
the immense mysterious power of the will to that point, 
will enable the individual to surmount even the pangs 
and horrors of the most hideous death. The case of the 
North Americans in the endurance of torture from their 
victors in war, sufficiently manifests this. Thei/ stand 
centred upon pride,- which never brings any joy with 
it ; but martyrs to Truth have died sweetly rejoicing, 
because they were centred upon God. 
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And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
John viii. 32. 

From how many now^ as in the days when these 
words first were spoken, would the answer be, **we 
were never in bondage to any man ;" so unconscious is 
the mind of that worst of slavery in which it is en- 
thralled, through the dominion of sin and self-hood, 
and its ignorance of what makes for its real happiness ? 
That this is the knowledge of truth, is manifested by 
the eager rush after novelty in the shape of religious 
teaching and preaching, which from time to time starts 
up to notice. People want to be happy, and know 
that truth must be the road to it. But it is the mistake 
of mankind to conclude, that whatever lies close at hand, 
and within reach of all, cannot be worth taking up. 
God, however, has not rendered the acquisition of Trutli 
a remote or difficult achievement. . *^ The word is very 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that 
thou mayest do it." And what is the office of this word 
in the heart, but to guide us to the knowledge of truth; 
and by establishing its dominion in our consciences, to 
set us free from the thraldom of error ? 
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In the day of prosperity be joyful, but |in the day of adversity con- 
sider : God also hath det title one over against the other, to the end that 
man should find nothing after iiim. Eccles. vii. 14. 

A ctirious circumstance is recorded in the work called 
** The Englishwoman in Egypt," of its being considered 
so unlucky to congratulate any one upon his health or 
prosperity, that on the author's once doing so respect- 
ing the healthy state of some children, the mother ex- 
claimed in consternation, '* bless the prophet 1" with a 
voice of alarm, as if imploring that the boasted blessing 
nnght not bring a reverse. This is superstition ; but 
it has its root in a mysterious but certain truth ; for 
when we begin to " count our towers," and to think 
with the Psalmist, that " our mountain stands strong," 
it is often the precursor to sad changes of condition. 
The lesson then, seems to be, that we are to possess all 
our advantages as though we possessed them not; 
seeing that, by a necessary law, all inequalities must at 
some time be rectified : prosperity now, adversity by 
and bye« 



i 
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Gk>d is a Spirit, and they that worship him, most worship him in 
spirit and in truth. John iv. 24. 

This is the only true worship ; and the end of all 
creeds^ and formulas^ and religious ceremonies^ is to 
bring us to the knowledge of it ; though none of these 
can teach it ; since no creeds can teach the heart to 
love, however they may help the head to learn doctrine. 
^^ If a man would give all the substance of his house for 
love, it would utterly be contemned." Love is the 
freest, the most spontaneous, and the most beautiful of 
all things. " Love is of God ;" and wherever it exists 
in purity, there is so much of God. He it is, and he 
alone, who by his Spirit teaches the soul to love Him. 
And the soul thus taught, yearns for communion with 
its Source and Owner. Its longings go forth naturally 
and sweetly (as the desire of the babe goes forth for 
its mother's caresses and comfortings) in loving prayers 
and praises towards its dear heavenly Father. We 
may reverently say, there is a rapturous interchange of 
love in their divine intercourse ; a realization of that 
exquisite word, " he will rejoice over thee with joy ; he 
will rest in his love; he will joy over thee with singing."* 

* Zephaniah iii. 17. 
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Behold thon desirest truth in the inward parts ; and in the hidden 
part, thon shalt make me to know wisdom. Psalm li. 6. 

The views which are commonly taken of religion, in- 
cline persons to look for it as something that is necessary 
to their safety, rather than as the means of renovating 
and exalting their moral being, and filling them with 
happiness. This is not the way in which it was re- 
garded by the saints of old. How often does David 
speak of God as his joy, his ^^exceeding great joy;" and 
of communion with Him, as that for which his soul was 
athirst I Above all, how does he expatiate with delight 
upon the exaltation of his nature, through the opera- 
tion of God's Spirit on his soul ! Thus, in the words of 
the text, having testified that the Lord requires ^* truth 
in the inward parts," he adds, ^^and in the hidden 
part thou shalt make me to know wisdom." It is the 
growth of his being in the divine life which is the ob- 
ject of his religious views; not his safety from pains 
and penalties. Look at the whole of the Psalm 119, 
and see there his estimate of what religion was to do 
for him. 
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CCXXVL 

Keep Botuid wisdom and discretioii; so shall they be life onto thy 
soul, and grace unto thy neck. Proverbs iii. 21, 22. 

Pride, though its name is ugly, is not without its 
proper and appointed office in human nature. ' It is in- 
tended, when sanctified to its right use, to lift us above 
to the slavery degradation of the animal nature^ and 
lead us to aspire after true nobility of soul. This is 
only to be obtained by keeping sound wisdom and dis- 
cretion ; and the way to this lies through exercises of 
great watchfulness over our habits of thought, which we 
should aim at keeping pure, elevated, and wise. 

" I hate vain thoughts, but Thy law do I love." This 
was the Psalmist's rule ; and here we see a noble prin- 
ciple laid down. It is to be feared that the tlioughts 
of the greater part of persons work only, or chiefly, in 
wishing and planning to obtain something which they 
covet. Now this is a state of mind which forbids the 
entrance of anything elevated into it. Wish for nothing 
except it be to be more and more humble, to be kept 
in equilibrium, and to depend wholly upon Gk>d ; as 
He who knoweth what is best for you, and who will 
never fail to give you all that is needful for your 
highest good. 



^iiprf.] EVENTIDE. [Jfottiiunt^ ftodng. 



ccxxvn. 

Man's goings are of the Lord; how can a man then, understand his 
own way ? Proverbs xx. 24. 

John Foster^ the well known essayist, says, *^ I have 
just been reading an author who mentions with very 
great force of reason, ^^ that no man could in any situa- 
tion have acted differently from what he did^^ This seems 
a startling and dangerous doctrine at the first glance; 
but it does not appear so when deeply considered ; for 
we may then perceive^ that it ought no more to lead to 
recklessness, than a man's knowing he must die should 
lead to indifference as to what becomes of his property 
after his decease. " My goings are of the Lord ;" shall 
I then be careless how I behave towards this Great 
Being who holds my destiny in his keeping ? Seeing 
that I cannot make one hair of my head black or white, 
I will resign myself wholly unto him. I will endeavour 
to fulfil his will as far as it is made known to me; and 
draw unceasing consolation by firmly believing that 
every incident in my life is only the unfolding to my 
sight, of things which in his eyes were long before 
established. 
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CCXXVIIL 

Gatber of it every man according to his eating. Exodus xvi. 16, 

It is incalculable what we lose from not looking for 
God in little things. Well is it said, ** whoso is wise, 
and will observe these things 1** Psalm cvii. 43. What 
things? Why, everything that happens to you; but 
most of all, the wonderful way in which, whilst you 
are obedient, the Lord sends you just what you want. 

*^No good thing will he withhold from those that 
walk uprightly." It is the prodigal, yet greedy mind 
of the flesh that comes to need : the mind that is not 
satisfied to gather things in the small and humble way 
in which it pleases the wisdom of God to pravide them; 
but which is always forecasting, and laying up stores 
for self-indulgence. For this nature the Lord has no 
favour ; nor anything but chastisement. ** Gather ac- 
cording to your eating." Take your lot in the imme- 
diate business of the moment that is before you. Inhere 
is your food for that moment. Take it, as what the 
order of God at that time assigns for your gathering; 
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CCXXIX 

And Ms name shall be called Wonderfiil, Ck>imsellor ; Isaiah ix. 6. 

Every human being requires to be governed, and it 
is only the foolish and ignorant who ^* walk after the 
flesh," who ^Mespise government." But these pre- 
sumptuous and self-willed persons soon come to loss ; 
soon, indeed, do they realize that word, ** if thou give 
thy soul the desires that please her, she will make thee 
a laughing stock to thine enemies that malign thee." 
Eccles. xviii. 31. 

But who can govern the soul but he who knows 
all its workings, its snares, its enemies, its dangers? 
Therefore it is, that the wisdom and goodness of God 
developes from a holy seed of his own nature, a Wise 
and Wonderful Counsellor, upon whose shoulder the 
government of the " inner man " is laid. Ever seek 
to know, and to obey this Sovereign of your soul, 
whose work is salvation, and whose dominion is peace. 
What is the dominion of self-will ? What have you ^ 
ever found it to be ? " What fruit have you had ol 
those things of which you are now ashamed ?" To be 
governed, to be restrained, to be counselled, this is the 
way to be built into a condition of stability and peace. 
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CC 

WliatBoever things ye desiie when ye inray, beLieve that ye leoeiTe 
them, and ye shall have them. Mark zi. 24. 

There is a kind of magnetism in the will^ which gives 
it the power of attracting to itself whatever it strongly 
desires^ and of uniting with it. Hence, the profound 
wisdom of the precept in the text. Most assuredly, 
when we desire with our whole hearts a particular 
grace of the Spirit, it flows gently in ; and as the mind 
continues constant in its breathings, it acquires strength 
and ascendancy, and at length obtains a settled place 
in the souL God is never wanting to us ; it is we 
who, by indolence and unwatchfulness, lose His help, 
by losing the minute and steady gradations in which it 
is imparted. It is most instructive to observe, as I 
have often had in myself occasion to do, that the soul is 
drawn to supplicate for the exact thing that is wanted 
at the moment *^ He giveth them their meat in due 
season. That he giveth them, they gather." How 
often have I felt myself led to ask for ^^ Patience I sweet 
Patience F and to utter nothing inwardly but these 
words by the hour together 1 Yet, at every utterance, 
I have seemed to taste somewhat of the blessed thing I 
needed, ** the meat in due season." 




l^qMO EVENTIDE. [Cij^ttitfe «fcmmg. 



CCXXXL 

The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righte- 
ousness, quietness and assurance for ever. Isaiah xxxii. 17. 

This word of strength and comfort was given me just 
now^ in somewhat of » struggle to retain my spirit fixed5 
tranquil, and prayerfuL I saw (as I always see) that 
there must be but one thing before the soul ; and that 
to be built and grounded upon this one thing, which is 
a sense of the presence of God, and a single eye to this 
sense, there must be a constant slaying of the old nature, 
with its many things, and bewildered contemplation of 
them. Yet, how well worth the sacrifice 1 how well 
worth the pain of nature's death again, and yet again, 
to come into a state of peace and assurance I Whilst 
under the dominion of self, though it be self ever so 
highly gifted in intellect or accomplishment, there can 
be no assurance of being in the right ; for what can self 
witness to but its own ? and all that is its own is limited 
and fSEkUible, though it be the very best of its kind. I can 
only be assured of truth, by depending upon something 
better than myself, and standing fast on that interior 
something, as on a rock. 
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CCXXXIL 

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him. Isaiah liz. 19. 

We get but half way on the road to truth, in the po8- 
Bession of faith in God and goodness ; for, we must also 
haTe faith in the existence of the prince of evil, that we 
may know his snares, and be prepared to meet them 
with the right weapons of defence. But whilst it is 
essential that we should be aware of the restless and 
malicious enemy who is always at hand to watch for our 
baiting, and to take advantage of every avenue which 
our weakness may leave open, to come in upon us like 
a flood, we may rest assured that ^^ greater is he that is 
in us, than he that is in the ^orld; and that nothing 
but our own unfaithfulness can permit the spirit of evil 
to conquer us. Great watchfulness, however, is neces- 
sary, both in keeping guard over those bosom sins which 
open a door for his entrance, and also in submitting to 
the power of God's Spirit, and yielding to him the glory 
of lifting up the standard that is to destroy the power 
of the enemy, when he has come upon us. Grreat 
need is there at such times of the prayer of Hezekiah, 
** OLord, I am oppressed, undertake for me P 



^npuL] EVENTIDE. [Cbmtteib fibrnng 



CCXXXIIL 

Fear not, for I have redeemed thee ; I have called thee by thy name. 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee ; when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. Isaiah xliii. 1, 2. 

It is observed by Mr. Cecil, that ** there is a power 
of faith which is stronger than the fear of death, or there 
never would have been a martyr." This power of faith 
wrought in the soul by the Holy Ghost, though it leaves 
the agencies of evil men, and evil influences free to do 
their worst, still so annihilates the effects of their as- 
saults, that many have triumphed at the stake, and 
under the instruments of bodily torture, and thus have 
indeed "glorified the Lord in the fire." We are, in these 
times, happily exempted from any danger of being 
called to our last exigency through exercises of this 
severity. Still, there is somewhat in the fleshly part 
that quails at the idea of death in any shape; and 
hence the preciousness of such promises as this divine 
Scripture extends to us. 




^Mjittt.] EVENTroE. [ffatjrfj-fiwt «ft«Bjq. 



CCXXXIV. 

Through desire a man having separated himself, seeketh and inter- 
meddleth with all wisdom. Proverbs rviii. 1. 

There is a striking quotation in a work I lately met 
with, from the Koman Emperor Marcus Antoninus.* 
It is this : " Thou art composed of three parts, body, 
soul, and spirit. The two first belong to thee only in a 
certain degree ; the third is what properly belongs to 
thee, it is thyself. K thou, then, separate from this 
superior part or spirit, whatever others think or say, if 
thou forget what thou thyself hast said or done, and all 
that thou foreseest, or fearest, all the motions that pro- 
ceed from the body, all that is agitated and hurried 
along by the outward whirlpool of life, then, thy pure 
intelligence united to eternal order, and delivered from 
the yoke of passion, may live from within, forget the 
past, not think of the fiiture, and enjoy the present 
moment in solid peace, strict intercourse, and perfect 
union with God. He that lives thus, concurs with God 
to the same end, regulates all his wills by His, and is 
truly governed and supported by the Divine Spirit." 

The sum of the whole seems to be, that before we can 
** intermeddle " advantageously with wisdom, we must 
separate ourselves from the influences of the flesh, and 
fleshly mind. 

* Chevalier Eamsey's Philosophical Principles, vol. ii. page 454. 



^ngtut] EVENTIDE, l^bttdg-mmilt tbttms. 



ccxxxv. 

Ont of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength 
because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the 
avenger. Psalm yiii. 2. 

Strong temperaments are exceedingly liable to fierce 
assaults from the enemy, on the side of bitter and violent 
tempers. When these are allowed any ascendancy, a 
thousand flood-gates are lifted up for the rushing in of 
wicked spirits, and the poor hunted soul is presently 
like a whirling wheel of fire. No reasoning on the 
folly, or even the sin, of this condition, is of any avail ; 
for the victim of it knows better than any one else 
what a fearful and dangerous state it is. It is in the 
silence of reason, and of intellect, and all the workings 
of the soul that the true remedy for this disorder is to 
be sought. It is in ^* the meekness of wisdom," the in- 
nocence of the " babe and suckling," that God ordains 
the strength that stills and puts down the avenger. 
Only be quiet, and feel after humility, and peace, and 
silence ; and you will find that here is the true place of 
refuge in all trials. 



^njust.] EVENTIDE, [Cfaejrfj-t^ Ctonq. 



CCXXXVI. 

His watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant, th^ are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark, sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 

Yea, they are greedy dogs, which can never have enough ; and they 
are shepherds which cannot understand; they all look to thdr own 
way; every one his gain from his quarter. 

Come ye, say they, 1 will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with 
strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more 
abundant. Isaiah Ivi. 10, 11, 12. 

How vivid a picture have we here of the natural man 
with his love of ease and pleasure 1 How entirely does 
he look to his own way, and only that ! When does he 
ever have enough, or cease from the cry of **Give, 
give?" Yet, to what purpose is it to indulge this 
strength of fleshly appetite ? It is insatiable and ** grows 
by what it feeds on." 

It is the retiring, humble, patient seed of the divine 
nature, that is to be sought for, and brought forth from 
the horrible pit and miry clay, that it may live. Much, 
no doubt, must be passed through of conflict and difiS- 
culty in raising it from its grave; but no price is too 
great to pay for a sensible experience of its presence 
and power. 



^agnst.] EVENTIDE. [Stotds-fowt^ ^fitnhig. 



ccxxxvn. 

My soul is among lions, and I lie even among them that are set on 
fire; God shall send forth his mercy and his truth. Psalm lyii. 8, 4. 

What can I do ? This is the agitated query of the 
fiercely assaulted soul when hunted by those wild im- 
pulses of the will that would " swallow it up." The 
only answer is, " rest (be silent) in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for him." Do nothing, and, as much as pos- 
sible, think of nothing, whilst the storm is raging ; but 
keep the inward mouth "as it were with a bridle." 
What saith the Psalmist ? " Truly my soul waiteth (is 
silent) upon God." This silencing of inward words and 
motions is intensely difficult and painful ; but the pangs 
it enforces are full of life and healing. " Heaviness may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." 

It is only through suffering, and suffering that is 
patiently endured, that the dross of evil can be con- 
sumed. After ye have suffered awhile, " God will send 
forth his mercy and truth," and deHver you from the 
den of the lions, and make you all the stronger for the 
experience you have acquired in that terrible habitation. 
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ccxxxvnL 

The Lord ig my light, and my Balvatioii. PHdm xxviL 1. 

God's way of teaching and guiding the soul, is only 
to be learned by very quiet, very long, and very patient 
observation. ^^ My son, give me thine heart, and let 
thine eyes observe my ways.** This is one rule. Again ; 
** whoso is wise and will observe these things, even they 
shall understand the loving kindness of the Lord.*' 
What then are we called to observe ? It is the rapid, 
delicate gleams of liffht which here and there break 
forth upon the natural darkness of the heart. Tins is 
strikingly typified in Ezekiel's vision (1st chap.) : " And 
the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance 
of a flash of lightning.** And again in Zachariah vi . 10. 
These are the eyes of the Lord which run to and fro 
through the whole eariL** 

For ever, therefore, be reverently tender of the least 
gleam of the Lord's light, for salvation is in it ; and it 
is only by observing and obeying the celestial gleams 
and glances of eternal truth, that the soul can be turned 
away from the darkness of the flesh, and from the snares 
of the dark power that works there to its destruction. 



^ttgnst.] EVENTIDE. [Cforatg-sy^ Cfrmbq. 



CCXXXIX. 

We have a strong dty; galvation will God appoint for walls and 
bulwarks. Isaiah xxvi. 1. 

The Scriptures of the Old Testament are full of the 
most powerful imagery ; and, after the manner of Orien- 
tal diction, they present us with vivid representations 
in symbolic language of our interior world. This, of a 
city, in which salvation is appointed of God to be the 
walls and balwarks, strikingly illustrates the condition 
of the soul when built up by the Spirit of truth, into 
wisdom and stability. *'He that hath no rule over his 
own spirit, is like a city that is broken down and with- 
out walls.*' And this is the state of all who are des- 
titute of those walls and bulwarks which constitute 
the salvation of God. For, although there may be 
much power of self-control in concealing thoughts 
and emotions, and altogether an appearance of interior 
strength, there must always be in the heart whose sal- 
vation is not built in the wisdom of God, some defence- 
less side through which evil finds an entrance. The 
strong city is that only in which the Spirit of God rules. 
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CCXL. 

Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me. My father, thou art the 
guide of my youth? Jeremiah iii. 4. 

The soul is in a hopeful state when^ touched and 
melted by a sense of the nature of God as a Father who 
is full of compassion and loving kindness, it can readily 
respond with gratitude and joy to these words of Holy 
Writ. And who is there, at all within reach of such a 
tender appeal, and in the smallest degree sensible to 
the convictions of conscience, who in reviewing the 
times without number in which the Fatherly goodness 
of God has interposed to save him when he was bent 
upon ways and doings that must have detailed misery, 
if not absolute destruction upon himself; who is there, 
I would ask, that may not thankfully and contritely say, 
" Yes, mine Holy One, for ever and for ever I will cry 
unto thee, my Father?" Oh, seek earnestly, and pray 
that it may be given to you deeply to feel the profound 
tenderness of this divine appeal to your soul I And, 
however oppressed by sin or by the adversary, to 
remember these blessed words, **Wilt thou not cry 
unto me, my father, thou art the guide of my youth ?'* 



gwgusl.] EVENTIDE. [Cfetirfg-ngbt^^bnring. 



CCXLL 

Restore onto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy 
free spirit. Psalm lyii. 12. 

I feel as if I could never sufficiently impress upon 
my mind a distaste to that ignoble but too common 
view of religion which regards it chiefly as a means of 
security from punishment ; nor, as if I could too often, 
or too deeply engage in the refreshing contemplation of 
it as a source of holy joy, even that joy which the words 
of the Psalmist so frequently suggest. In those before 
us, how profound, how touching are the feelings they 
inspire I *^ Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation !" 
How fervent, how full of tender yearning is the sup- 
plication I How evidently the out-pouring of a soul that 
had lost its best and dearest treasure ! And thus should 
it be with us ; and thus it could not fail to be, if we 
held the same views of the nature of God's salvation as 
David did. For it was not to be saved from hell, not 
to know himself secure from punishment, that was the 
salvation he prayed for so earnestly ; but to feel the 
presence and power of the holy Spirit of God redeem- 
ing him from sin, and making him pure and lovely in 
the sight of God. 
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CCXLIL 

And now brethren, I commend yon to God, and the word of his grace 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them that are sanctified. Acts xx. 82. 

The wretchedness of the human bemg in his desokte, 
ignorant, and confused condition when left on his own 
hands, occasions him to be perpetually looking abroad 
for objects of interest and amusement. His mind pos- 
sesses nothing, consolidates nothing ; and though, as to 
outward form and semblance, he has passed from the 
state of a child, — ^yet the child's nature in the want of 
amusement remains unaltered in him. The only thing 
altered is the character of the toys he clamours for ; he 
wants them of another stamp — ^that is all. It is to take 
the human creature out of this pitiable state of poverty 
and misery, this shattered, homeless condition of in- 
terior desolation, that God in his mercy has interposed, 
and sent to the aid of mankind the ** word of his grace," 
or that portion of his own light "which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world." And, as this light is 
minded, it makes manifest all stumbling blocks, and 
takes them out of the way; and builds up the soul into 
a quiet habitation, and makes it rich with an inheritance 
of its own. 



;^gtwt.] EVENTIDE. [afeirtwlbiKhttijtg. 



CCXLIIL 

My Bonl followeth hard after thee ; thy right hand upholdeth me. 
Psalm Ixiii. 8. 

No spiritual exercise is so intense in its nature as that 
retiring inwardly to wait upon God ; but like all acts 
of labour^ it produces a return of profit. In fact, it is 
the only species of devotion that brings the soul to the 
knowledge of its actual state before the Lord ; for whilst 
waiting, it is in a state of observation, by means of which 
acquaintance is made with spiritual and invisible things. 
Two very striking circumstances may be briefly alluded 
to amongst the things to be observed in this act of wait- 
ing. The motions of our own mind, and the opposing 
motions of the Spirit of God ; which, by way of illus- 
tration, we may liken to the two forces that regulate 
the motions of the heavenly bodies. First, there is the 
out-rushing of the will ; and secondly, there is a check- 
ing of this vehement forthniarting energy, by the cen- 
tralizing power of the Spirit of Truth. It is in obeying 
this restraining inflence, that the words of the Psalmist 
will be well understood, — ^neither can they be under- 
stood without that obedience. 
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CCXLIV. 

For the fie eh Insteth against the Epiiit, and the Bpirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary the <Hie to the other; so that je cannot do 
the things that ye woold. Oalatians v. 17. 

Hard and contrary to the will and wishes of nature^ 
are the leadings and rebukes of the Spirit of God. 
Yet, what love and what mercy are enfolded in their 
cross and contrariety agsunst corruption! **The Spirit 
lusteth against the flesh;" its longings and desires are 
clean contrary to it^ and while these prevail, the animal 
nature is held down and cannot do the lliings that it 
would. 

What a token of mercy and favour is it, that the 
blind yet furious strength of the creature's will should 
find itself thus crossed and obstructed at every turn 1 
What salvation for it that it ^^cannot do the things that 
it would I" God has hedged up its way, and it miLst 
be still. But is it still and submissive ? Alas, is it 
uot rather too often while in this restricted state, like 
a "wild bull in a net?" Does it not .toss and tear in 
its rage, and by its own folly often draw upon itself 
the heaviest of judgments in that awful sentence, 
" Ephraim is joined to his idols; let him alone V^ Oh, 
for ever be obedient to the reproofs within; and say 
respecting them, " I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; 
for it was thy doing." 



Stflmba.'i EVENTIDE. [Jirst f bening. 



CCXLV. 

O thou, that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures ; 
thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness. Jeremiah li. 13. 

How active and insatiable are the workings of the 
heart after joy 1 Now it is this thing, now that, but 
never the thing that is near, and simple, and feasible, 
that is to produce the desired happiness. Abundant in 
treasures, and unlimited in covetousness, dwelling upon 
many unstable waves of impulse, in vain is every effort 
after satisfaction. 

** Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters," 
where thou canst cast no anchor, and find no resting- 
place ; and thus uncentred and tossed about, the end 
of thy vanities find thee ; and whose shall these things 
be, for which thou hast laboured as it were in the fire ? 

O, " take heed and beware of covetousness I" thy 
life consisteth not in the variety and abundance of thy 
resources, nor in anything that ministers to the gratifi- 
cation of thy senses; but in present peace, present 
obedience, present patience; and in fulfilling simply 
and humbly the little duty of the present little moment. 



Stfftmljtr.] EVENTIDE. CSoojA fifiacinj. 



CCXLVI. 

And we know that the Son f God is come ; and hath given ns an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true : and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life. 1 John v. 20. 

How deeply spiritual, how full of divine unction is 
this view of our relationship to Christ : ^* We know that 
the Son of God is come." Here is no future, no doubt, 
no remote hope of some acquaintance with him ; he is 
come, and we know it. Do you ask where is he come, 
and how he manifests his presence ? This is the answer : 
" God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ." It is to the heart of the believer that the Son 
of God comes ; and there he makes himself known as 
the source of divine light and truth ; so that the soul 
is in no doubt as to where it is to abide, or what it is 
to do ; but under the power which this holy Guide 
imparts, it acts or it is still, it suffers or it enjoys, and 
makes its dwelling in the bosom of its Beloved ; satisfied 
to know (not to have a notion only) that " it is in him 
that is true ;" and able to say from the depth of its 
divine joy and satisfaction, ^* this is the true God and 
eternal life I" 



Sjepimbtt.] EVENTIDE. [f^irb £bm«S' 



CCXLVIL 

Surely I have behaved andqnieted myself, as a child that is weaned 
of his mother ; my soul is even as a weaned child. Psalm cxxxi. 2. 

The very words drop like balm of Gilead on the 
fretting irritability of the fleshly mind^ and point with 
living light to the course it must pursue to be at peace. 
O troubled soul, stoop down beneath the billows and 
the " noise of the water spouts ;" and feel after the 
resting place, " where the flocks lie down at noon." 

Try and stay thyself on inward silence till this tyranny 
of nature be overpast. It will subside ; believe me, it 
will subside. Only behave, and quiet thyself with a 
humble look to the Father for blessed stillness, blessed 
patience, that thy weaning time may go on without 
hindrance ; and thou, cleansed and delivered from all 
thine idols, and all thine iniquities, may stand before 
the Lord well prepared to receive the new heart and 
the new spirit which he has promised to those who are 
thus purified, and made meet to receive it. 
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S^mbtrJ EVENTIDE. CJfonrffe fibtmnj. 



CCXLVIII. 

And the idols he shall utterly abolish. Isaiah li. 18. 

It is something more, and something deeper, than 
the outward act of idolatry to which these words of the 
prophet point. The idols of the heart, the vain thoughts, 
the monstrous, wild imaginations, and all those disorderly 
workings of the natural mind for self-pleasing, and for 
self-glorification, which are at the root of all iniquity, 
and the means by which the adversary of our souls 
gains entrance upon us — ^these are the idols which the 
hand of the Lord " will utterly abolish." It behoves 
us, then, to have as few of these false gods as possible, 
and to turn away from every delusive appearance which 
presents itself to our senses, till the light which makes 
things manifest in their true colours, reveals to us its 
nature. This it will never fail to do, if we are but 
faithful and patient in waiting upon it, and obedient in 
renouncing whatever it shows us to be evil. 

Sooner or later, every false thing will have to be 
taken from us ; far easier, then, as well as wiser, shall 
we have made our course, by doing our best to abolish 
the idols which the Lord is determined to remove. 



Stptemter.] EVENTIDE. [jpfife «tadng. 



CCXLIX. 

Mortify your members which are upon the earth ; fornication, on- 
cleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence and covetoosness, 
which is idolatry. 

Put on, as the elect of GKkI, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, long suffering. Colossians iii. 6, 12. 

" Covetousness, which is idolatry." Put away this, 
and the train of all the other sins connected with it in 
the above catalogue will also vanish. And with respect 
to that which you are commanded to " put on," only 
seek to be clothed with "humbleness of mind," and with 
this pure and modest garment, every other beautiful 
ornament of the Spirit will be found united. Do you 
want to be much occupied ? Would you be doing good ? 
Are you sometimes thinking that your powers are hid 
in the earth ? K so, observe the work here laid out for 
you. Only be endeavouring every day to do something 
for the mortification of the earthly mind, and the " put- 
ting on" of the heavenly one, and you will never need 
to ask for occupation. Only eradicate the weeds of 
covetoutness, pride, wrath, and evil thinking, and 
nourish the precious seeds of humility, kindness, and 
your task will be enough. 



Septonhtt.] EVENTTDE. ISOsOi «b«kg. 



CCL. 

These wait all upon thee, that thou mayest give them their meat in 
due season. 
That thou giyest them, they gather. Psalm dv. 27, 28. 

Nothing advances the soul in the knowledge of Truth, 
and effectually builds it up, but the act of waiting upon 
the Lord ; for this is the most real and the most profitable 
of all religious exercises. Never think that nothing is 
done by this process. The work of the moment is done, 
and that is all that can be done, or that needs to be 
done, and this only is the way in which it can be done. 
If every vain imagination is to be cast down, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and every stronghold of pride and vanity brought 
into captivity and made obedient to the Redeemer's 
voice, must there not be an earnest, silent, attentive 
watching as to what is passing within the soul ? And if 
we would be fed by the Spirit of God, and know the 
living bread of Truth handed to us, " in due season," 
must there not be the fixed eye to gather it as it is given? 
" Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily 
at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors," saith 
the Spirit of Wisdom. Proverbs viii. 34. 



Stptettbtt.] EVENTIDE. [Stbtnl^ ^bmini. 



CCLI. 

Becanse thousayest I am rich, and increased in goods, and hare need 
of nothing, and knowest not that thou art wretched and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked ; 

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich, and white raiment that thou mayest be clothed. 'Rev. iii. 17, 18. 

How intense and undying is the spirit of self-love 
and self-worship I and how insensible are we to the 
strength and subtlety of its workings. How the mind 
runs riot with phantasms of personal merit, and feeds 
upon the tributes which it either has, or which it con- 
ceives that it ought to have rendered to it for its high 
deserts I Ah, if we knew truth, and saw ourselves by 
its light, how entirely should we renounce as vile and 
loathsome all these " daubings with untempered mortar." 
How ashamed should we be, as a beggar is ashamed of 
his rags, when this celestial illimiinator revealed to us 
the odiousness of self-glory and self-homage. ^^ Unclean, 
unclean," would then, as it was with the Prophet, be the 
cry of our souls. 



Stjiierabtr.] EVENTIDE. [fiijiife «Wwg. 



CCLII. 

My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made i)erfect in 
weakness. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

That which wants to be brought down and subju- 
gated, is the domineering activity of the will which is 
continually intruding and exalting itself, and thus hin- 
dering and defiling the gentle, and gradual work of God 
in the soul. Sooner or later, the Lord with His sharp 
and strong sword will punish " this leviathan, and slay 
this dragon which is in the midst of that sea,"* the heart 
of man. For ever stand firm against it in silent patience 
and meek death ; and in this state of quiet resignation, 
the grace which is sufficient for you will appear, and 
find power and place to work your deliverance from the 
tyranny of self-hood. For the promise is, that ** the 
meek will he guide in judgment, and the meek will he 
teach his way." And never can we be taught God's 
way, till we are meek ttnd still, and have utterly ceased 
from our own. 

There is profound meaning in that word at Genesis 
xix. 22. " Haste thee, escape thither ; (to Zoar, the 
little city,) for I cannot do anything till thou be come 
thither." God Himself cannot help us, till we come 
into the meek and lowly dwelling place where His 
strength is perfected in our weakness. 

* Isaiah xsvii. 4. 



Stfittt&a.'] EVENXroE. Ciiirf^ Cteung. 



CCLIII. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy ; break up your 
fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain 
righteousness upon you. Hosea. z. 12. 

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my spirit shall distil as the dew ; 
as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the 
grass. Deut. xxzii. 2. 

There is a state of feeling, " Oh, how greatly to be 
watched against!" in which the firmament over the 
soul seems to be as brass, hard, harsh, unmerciful, and 
proud. In this most dangerous and evil state, be still 
and motionless as death. " Go not forth by the field, 
nor walk by the way, for the sword of the enemy and of 
fear is on every side."* Wait for the arising of the small 
and tender motions of the heavenly life, the life of the 
precious comforter, whose doctrine drops like refreshing 
rain upon every tender plant of the heavenly Father's 
planting. Ah, how reviving, how fructifying are these 
showers ; and how humbly, and how patiently should 
they be watched, and waited for ! 

* Jer. vi. 26. 



dS^tnnbtr-3 £V£NTID£. [Ccntg fbtmnj* 



CCLIV. 

They that wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength. Isaiah 
X.81. 

I am quite aware of the tautology of which I am 
guiltj^ in the endless repetitions I make respecting the 
dutj of waiting upon Grod. But it is one which, as it 
strikes me, is apt to be sadly neglected, and that, more 
from ignorance as to what it comprizes of benefit and 
blessings, than anything else. The presence of God is 
what the soul stands in need of tor its religion. In order 
to obtain a sense of this presence, we must come daily 
to that state of spirit which prepares for a perception of 
it ; and vain, not to say absurd, is the notion that there 
is any possibility of making this preparation but by in- 
terior silence. What is the language of the prophet ? 
" Prepare ye the way of the Lord." And how ? ''Make 
straight in the desert (of the heart) a high way for our 
God." * Make it plain, peaceful, silent. Take away 
the high hills of pride, vanity, and foolishness. Exalt 
the valleys of meekness and lowliness, and thus wait for 
the Lord ; and in the very act itself of wailing, you 
will not fail to find your strength renewed. 

* If the reader objects to my thus spiritiializing the passage, I would 
ask him to consider what he can make of it in a literal sense ! 




SqcUmte.] EVENTIDE. [€le6t«rffe ffowmg.. 



CCLV. 

He sati^fleth the longing soul, an^ filleth the hungry soul with 
goodness. Psalm cvii. 9. 

Desire always accomplishes its purpose, if it be within 
the reach of possibilities. Only let there be the vitality 
of the will present, and the work is done. If this seems 
to be contradicted by facts, I entreat the doubter of it 
to pause and consider, and I believe he will find that, 
supposing the prosecution of the case to be feasible, 
that nothing either can or will prevent its fulfilment, 
but, either its giving place to a stronger desire, or its 
losing its original hold upon the mind. A man, for 
instance, desires ardently to succeed in business, and to 
acquire wealth ; but perhaps a stronger desire for the 
pleasures of sense arises in him, and the weaker suc- 
cumbs to it and he fails of his end. Still, it is desire, 
though an unworthy one, that succeeds. And thus 
with spiritual things. It is desire only that makes 
them to possess life and power. God causes the longing 
soul to find what it seeks, be it good, or be it evil; and 
to be satisfied with goodness, there must first be a hunger 
for it. 
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JSqrUmbrO EVENTIDE. [Sfatlfi^ ftbtmn^. 



CCLVL 

Canst thou by searching find out Gk)d? Canst thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection? 

It is as high as Heaven, what canst thou do ? deeper than hell, what 
canst thou know ? Job xi. 7, 8. 

We must not be discouraged at perceiving, as every 
day of our lives we shall have occasion to perceive, the 
powerlessness of the mind to hold communion with 
Grod, It is necessary that we should be deeply sensible 
of this impotence on our part, that we may drop all 
striving, all working of the will and thoughts, and, as 
much as possible, sink into nothingness whenever we 
enter upon devotional duty. It is only as the mind is 
cleansed and emptied of itself, and loosed from the bonds 
and cords of its iniquities, that there is room made in it 
for the entrance of another and a higher nature than 
its own. It is the greatest of all mistakes to imagine 
that any thing of your own can act in producing what 
is better than yourself. You are to be made holy, and 
in a measure, divine, by being made partaker of a holy 
and divine nature, which it requires no argument to 
shew is another and a different nature to that which 
you call your own. 



StpteiAer.] EVENTIDE. [C^mtf^ Cbttdng. 



CCLVIL 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. Psalm 
xvil. 5. 

Well is this supplication understood by the earnest 
seeker after God! for too truly does such an one know, 
what constant aid from better strength than his own is 
necessary to keep his goings steadfast in the paths of 
the Lord^ and to hold the footsteps of the mind from 
slipping back to vain and chaffy thoughts. 

So overwhelming, indeed, are sometimes the incursions 
of these robbers and spoilers, that the poor hunted soul 
is ready to throw up its engagement'in despair. But 
this must not be. Have patience, and again have 
patience, and come once more to the beginning. After 
a strong and courageous conflict with every intrusive 
thought, some fixedness will be perceived; and as this 
strengthens, the least tendency to slipping will be in- 
stantly detected, and the mind held up in the right path. 
Be strong then, dear soul, and always abounding in 
this work of the Lord; "knowing that your labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord." 



S 
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SJtpttmbfr.] EVENTIDE^ [imirfemtif «fe«mg. 



CCLVIIL 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness. Psalm cxii. 4. 

How yain and false is eyerything that is extrinsic 
to the soul I It is only the transitory^ perishable, fleshly 
mind that can be satisfied with it. Yet, how importu- 
nate and restless is this mind in heaping up its sources 
and re-sources I And what then ? These are not the 
things in which there is any food or any nourishment 
for the souL These are the nutriment of the animal 
life. These are the E&m^tian quails and fledi which 

upon the life he loves. Learn to bear the famishing of 
the appetite which hungers afbr these things ; and en- 
dure the pangs which must accompany this famine of 
nature. In the midst of your anguish, gentle stirrings 
of comfort will be felt. In the midst of the blackest 
darkness, a light will arise if you will only do your 
part in being simple, and patient, and submissive, and 
willing that the Lord should do his wilL Be sure of 
this, that it is a will to bring you "by a right way 
(however strange and painful a one it may seem to you) 
to a city of habitation." 



jttptembnr.] EYENTIDE. CixfiaKt^ (E^mtq. 



CCLIX. 

For unto us a child is bom, unto us a Son is given ; and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder ; and his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, the mighty Qod, the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace. Isaiah ix. 6. 

** Great is the mystery of godliness;" and hence the 
prayer of the Apostle for his disciples^ **that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him." And again, speaking of " the mys- 
tery which had been hid from ages and from genera- 
tions," he tells us in concise but immistakable terms, 
what this mystery is ; " Christ in you the hope of glory. " 
Here then is the holy birth spoken of by the Prophet ; 
here is l3ie divine child upon whose shoulder the govern- 
ment of the believer's soul is to be laid. Here is the 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Gxiide, the Comforter, the 
Shepherd of the Soul 1 Divine, and all-consoling mys- 
tery 1 Doth Qt)d indeed dwell with men ? Yes : " if 
any man keep my words, my father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." 
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Stpttmbrt.H EVENTIDE. [Syetot^ «teai»j.. 



CCLX. 

Feeding themselves without fear. Jade zH. 

It is of vast importance to watch long and closely 
the nature of the provender with which the mind is 
supplied. The true food is wonderfdllj small and deli- 
cate^ and only nourishes as it is gathered in due season^ 
as God gives it> — ^which is firom moment to moment. 
Fallen nature devours^ it feeds without fear of conse- 
quences, and swallows the portions of to-day and to- 
morrow at once. '^ They are aU hot as an oven, and 
have devoured their judges;" (Hosea vii. 9.) which 
mystical language I read to signify that the tender 
seed of God which ought to feed, and judge, and nourish 
the soul, is devoured by the rampant, animal will of the 
flesh. Only watch and wait, and you will gradually 
learn to perceive how the right food comes to you, and 
at the right time. " The eyes of all (aU the good) wait 
upon Thee, O Lord, and Thou givest them their meat 
in due season. That Thou givest them they gather." 
And nothing nourishes but what is thus, given and 
gathered. The moment's food will only suit the par- 
ticular moment for which it is sent. 



S^bmter.] EVENTIDE. [Sft&ttttttnlfe (^fimKg. 



CCLXI. 

Thy word is very pure, therefore thy servant loveth it. Psalm cxix. 140, 

Ah, how precious is it only to taste of this word, only 
to have a savour for a moment, of its exceeding purity, 
delicacy, and sweetness 1 Then, how the soul wonders 
that it can ever be brought into the pit of corruption, 
and become the prey of bitter, dark, vain, foolish, un- 
holy passions. This Divine Word, this meek, pure, 
gentle Spirit, this it feels to be its refuge and Redeemer, 
medicine and clothing, rock and tower of strength ; 
mighty to help from its very innocence, and tenderness 
and love, for " love is strong as death." O, this is " the 
pearl of great price," the " one thing needful," the all for 
which breath and being were given to mankind ! O, my 
soul, *^ fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on this 
eternal life," and never let it go till it blesseth thee 
with some sweet influence from its presence ! This is 
the spouse and the bridegroom for whom thou art to 
make thyself ready ; and let all that is within thee say 
" even so, come Lord Jesus." 



jlqitembtr.] EVENTTOE. [Cij^lttn^f Cfaidii|. 



CCLXn. 

Gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the aid fyt 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the reyelatian of Jeans 
Christ. 1 Peter i. 13. 

In few things are greater mistakes made, and with 
more damage to the growth of the soul in truth, tlian 
in the views which are taken respecting the coming of 
Christ. Ahnost always, this is contemplated as a distant 
tiling, belonging to the Millenmum, and altogether as a 
matter with which at present, we are not directly con- 
cerned. But the coming of Christ pointed at by the 
writers of the New Testament, as in the passage before 
us for instance, is immediate. ^^ Gird up the loins of 
your mind and hope to the end," or, as in the margin, 
*^ perfectly ;" as if the Apostle had said, retire inwardly 
and deeply fix>m the surface-going, loose, ungirded 
condition of your fleshly mind; and be quietly, soberly 
receptive of the grace that is in GU)d's good time to be 
brought to you perhaps in the stream of sweet thoughts, 
the gleams of pure wisdom, or, it may be, in the mere 
patient exercise of silence, that will attend this act of 
duty. It is not for you to say in what mode the revela- 
tion of your Saviour's presence will be made. Suffice 
it that you put yourself in a podtion of mind to receive it. 



»qittmbjer.] EVENTIDE. [Sfmetettttji ftfrerang. 



ccLxin. 

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, and shall make him Of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord ; and he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears. 
Isaiah xi. 2, 8. 

Constantly feel after something in your spirit that 
judges righteous judgment5 and that is purer, and 
quicker than the judgment of reason. There is such 
a thing near you, and near to every one ; but it is a 
small and despised thing ; a stone which almost all the 
builders of religion refuse. Evermore however, it is the 
chief comer stone in God's holy building in the soul of 
man. Come to it daily. Love its meekness, under- 
stand the value of its lowliness, and be gathered into its 
root, and ** grow up into it in all things." 

This blessed thing is salvation ; and whilst united to 
it, you must be saved ; for whilst in unity with it, you 
must be a partaker of its nature of purity and Truth, 
and share in all the excellencies so graphically touched 
upon as its characteristics, in this word of the Prophet 
now before us. 



SStpttrabtr.] EVENTIDE. [afomtUt^ ftfawbtg. 



CCLXIV. 

Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, that hath made 
all the earth drunk; the nations have drunken of her wine, therefore 
the nations are mad. Jeremiah li. 7. 

The spirit and the flesh are strikingly exemplified in 
Scripture, by the symbolic language of Jerusalem and 
Babylon ; and need I ask if you know not too well 
what this description of the Prophet points at? Does 
not this wild Babylonish spirit make itself felt in you 
every day ? Does it not live and move in a hunger 
and thirst for something, no matter what, that may pro- 
duce excitement, and deliver you for a time from the 
burthen of your own being ? Does it not continually 
stir up wishes for change, though you may have nothing 
to get out of any change but loss ? Oh, that this hunger 
of the soul were but seen and understood for what it is. 
Then, would it be devoutly turned from, and resisted 
as that madness of which the Prophet here speaks. That 
which is true, and of the truth is always still, and meek, 
and contented ; and that which is of the flesh Is never 
still, but always restless, and always discontented. 



Stpttmbw.] • EVENTIDE. [C&mrtg-first €bmvi. 



CCLXV. 

The Lord is my strength and my shield ; my heart trusted in him 
and I am helped ; therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth ; and with my 
song will I praise him. Psalm xxviii. 7. 

The soul that knows nothing of an inward warfare 
between flesh and spu^t, can but imperfectly understand 
the Psalms of David; which may be shortly described as 
the related experience of one who had passed through 
every state of internal distress and conflict, and in evei^ 
exigency, ^^ looking unto God most High, unto God 
who performed all things for him," was brought through 
his trials victorious. 

It is remarkable how often this figurative view of 
God as the shield of the soul, presents itself to the mind 
of the Psalmist. Doubtless he felt that none other so 
appropriately pourtrayed the protecting power which 
the presence of an Almighty Spirit dispenses to the 
helpless creature. Happy is he who shares with David 
in this soul-sustaining conception of divine shelter and 
defence ! 



HtfUmlba.^ EVENTIDE. [Sten^-nxvnir ftiadng. 



CCLXVI. 

The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them. Rev. 
xvii. 7. 

Nothing but the nature of God can effectually feed 
the soul^ for nothing else can satisfy it. 

Hence the command to " desire the sincere milk of 
the word ;" or in other words, the living food where- 
with " the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed" his sincere followers. In vain are you looking 
to other supplies to satisfy the restless and needy con- 
dition in which you find yourself. Nothing earthly 
can satisfy that which is immortal. ^^ Commit your way 
unto the Lord." He alone can administer to your re- 
lief and rest ; and of this be assured, and for it be pre- 
pared, that he will only help you through the death of 
all that clamour of your natural will and desires, which 
is perpetually haunting you with suggestions J» run out 
after some object which deludes you with a promise of 
pleasure. Only ask Him to help you to bear the death 
of self and flesh, through which you must pass to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb ; that pure feast of which 
the master will say, " eat, O friends, — drink, yea drink 
abundantly, O beloved !" 




Hpjtmkx.'] EVENTIDE. [fJnmlg-tfeiA «fe»n«j|. 



CCLXVII. 

How predooB are thy thoughts unto me, O God ! how great is the 
Bum of them ! Psalm cxxziz. 17. 

This is the right testimony on the part of the creature, 
to the blessedness' of communion with the Creator, 
" How precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God !' 
How sweet is that nearness of access, which, though 
deeply reverent (for nothing is so lowly as love) yet 
permits, nay, encourages the out-pouring of the soul in 
expressions of tenderness towards its heavenly Father ! 
Oh, how beautiful, how refreshing, how entirely satis- 
fying, is this deep interior intercourse 1 What a stream 
of lovely emotions water the spirit at such seasons, and 
occasion it to say with the Psalmist, ^* whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth I desire 
in comparison with theel" This is the ** tasting that 
the Lord is gracious ;" this is the feeling that " he feeds 
his flock like a shepherd, and carries the helpless ones, 
like lambs in his arms, and lays them to rest in his 
bosom," 



Stjrterabier.] EVENTIDE. [Kfatjrfg-finatft (Ktodng. 



ccLxvni. 

We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, agidnst 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Ephesians yi. 12. 

Very sore and very frequent, are the assaults of the 
rulers of the darkness of this world against the soul 
that is escaping from their dominion. They have no 
need to trouble those who are securely fixed under 
their sway ; and in fact, they seldom or never do trouble 
them. But once be in earnest in trying to keep your 
Jieart with all diligence, once, set your face as a flint to 
** eschew evil and to do good," once say sincerely with 
the Psalmist, " T hate vain thoughts," and you will find 
these principalities and powers, and rulers of darkness, 
coming in upon you at every avenue that your fleshly 
nature leaves open to their approach. Be it so. You 
need not flinch. They may, and they will assault; 
but it remains with you to render their assaults power- 
less. You wrestle not with carnal weapons, but with 
those which are mighty, through God, who will not 
only put them into your hands, but instruct you how 
to use them. 




Sitftmim.'] EVENTIDE. [Cfemls-fifl^ fifterang. 



CCLXIX. 

I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; 
and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools. 

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not ; I will lead 
them in paths that they have not known ; I will make darkness light 
before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto 
them, and not forsake them. Isaiah xlii. 15, 16. 

The way of God with the soul that he mtends to 
purify, and render meet^ for its master's use, is a ter- 
rible way to flesh and blood. But it is a right way ; a 
way that is fiill of salvation and joy ; and the part of 
true wisdom is that of implicit obedience to it. It is 
through these overturnings of all that the natural heart 
loves and cleaves to, that ** wisdom and knowledge 
become the stability of our times, and strength of salva- 
tion." Isaiah xxxiii. 6. 

All our own views of things are mixed with the de- 
filement of our earthly wills and wishes. It is only in 
yielding ourselves wholly unto God, that we realize the. 
word which says *^ in thy light shall we see light." 
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Stptemter.] EVENTIDE. [Kfamtg-t&tjftffrmittg. 



CCLXX. 

Vain man would be wise, though man be bom like a wild ass's colt. 
Job zi. 12. 

How strikingly is our ignorance manifested by our 
unwillingness to rest contented with things as they are, 
and by the continual starting forth of the mind after 
change of condition and circumstances. We cannot 
even *^ let well alone ;" but unless restrained at every 
comer by the hand of God5 are making haste after 
novelty^ even when there is a secret consciousness in 
the mind that novelty, when found, can only bring 
comparisons with the lot we have despised and re- 
nounced, which would probably afford us ground for 
repentance. 

The state which the providence of God assigns us, 
may always be known as the one in which it is our 
duty to remain, when there is no opening made for our 
quitting it without some dereliction of duty, or some 
violation of order and propriety. When we are re- 
quired to make any alteration in our circumstances, it 
is generally indicated by the opening of our way to 
such movements as seem to be desirable. 



iJqrtiemte.] EVENTIDE. [Ktewtj-srfrmtlfe (Bitmnj. 



CCLXXI. 

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind. Ephesians iy. 28. 

John Foster says, *'most interesting idea that of reno- 
vated being ! I am not the person I was. The past is 
nothing to me ; the past I, is not the present I. I have 
transited into another person ;" and there is much to 
reflect on profitably in this remark ; for it is good to 
come daily into a " newness of life," and to ^' put off* the 
old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts." 

Let us observe the directness and simplicity of this 
command, ^^put offf^ have done with it, and cast away 
every reminiscence of this old nature. Let the past be 
nothing to you. And ^'put on^^ the new man; the 
fresh, wholesome, healthy life of truth ; and thus ^* be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind." 

Ah, what a divine process is this I What medicine 
for all diseases ! |Truly, indeed, is it ^^ life to them that 
find it, and health to all their fiesh." 

Come to these living springs, and bathe deeply in their 
invigorating waters ; and feel the power of the Spirit 

making all things new, and all things of God." 
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CCLXXn. 



He dut ga^end HaeA kad Baang of«r,a^ ke Alt giOered little 
kadnolaeiL: Aer gaAeredcyqy — arpnrdrag to Mb eating. 

And MoKs flBd, Id bo ■■■ knre of il tiD maaaag, Ezodns 

X1T.18,1&. 

Attend difigentlj to tbe beautifiil equality of all 
God's waT5 of infloendi^ tbe aool^ and the exactness 
with which the mppfies of light are fitted to the need. 
Ton will then peiceiTe that it » granted tor the im- 
mediate occasion, and^or xo a^er. In Tain would you 
be forecasting for the morrow, and laying np maxims 
for its guidance. Xothing ccxnes of it bnt corruption. 
TTatch to the moment that is before you. That is Grod's 
moment, his now ; and you will ncTer find him out of 
the immediate now. I am, — that is his name, and that 
is his nature. There is amazing power in thus con- 
centrating the attention on the present moment ; an J 
profound is the scriptural counsel which points at it in 
that passage of Proverbs iv. 25, ** Let thine eyes lock 
right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 
Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be 
established.'' 

"Turn not to the right hand nor to the left ; remove 
thy foot from eviL" 




September.] EVENTIDE. [Sfaetrfg-ittnt^ ibenkg. 



ccLxxin. 

When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their 
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel 
will not forsake them. 

I will open riyers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the 
valleys ; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land 
springs of water. Isaiah xli. 17, 18. 

There is a sense of desolation in being thrown entirely 
inward upon our own minds^ which is quite overpower- 
ing to nature, and which no doubt is designed to be so. 

It is necessary that we should be stripped of every- 
thing that is pleasing to the flesh, and brought into the 
wilderness. We are then in the condition of " the poor 
and needy" to whom God's favour is extended. All that 
seems needful to us is patience, blessed patience 1 But, 
unquestionably, there is, in this solitary and famishing 
state, a terror and failing of heart that is little less than 
appalling ; and which realizes the saying of some old 
divine, that "the way to heaven is by hell ;" and great 
need have we at such times to take firm hold of such a 
comforting Scripture as this before us. 



St^tnnba.] EVENTIDE. CC^nfot^ f ixtiiiq. 



CCLXXIV. 

The archers have sorel j grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him. 

But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made 

strong hy the hands of the mi^^ty God of Jacob. Genesis xlix. 23, 24. 

It is of the utmost importance never to give way to 
the tendency to despair, or to recklessness, which is al- 
most certain to appear after there has been any yielding 
to temptation. Be as much as possible on your guard 
against sin ; but if overtaken by it, let no confused and 
restless efforts to get from under the painAil convictions 
it occasions, induce you to throw the whole matter up, 
as impossible to be borne : a condition of mind which, in 
very sensitive persons may lead to awful conqjiusions, and 
in those of a more obtuse temperament, to very careless 
and unholy ones. 

We are all frail, all liable to fall ; and God, who knows 
our weakness, and the cruelty of those evil spirits who 
make use of the occasion of our frailty to grieve us, and 
shoot their arrows at us, is merciful, on our repentance, 
^^ to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness." 



•tfobr.] EVENTIDE. [^iisi €ima«f. 



CCLXXV. 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the 
street. Isaiah xliL 2. 

Watch vigilently against all sudden^ vehement, im- 
pnlsiye feelings ; but yield yourself undoubtingly to 
such as are tranquilizing, pure^ and of a restraining 
character. What jonfeel is reality to you ; and what 
you do not feel, is fiction. Feel, then, that which is 
small, cahn, and gentle, opposing, not with words, but 
by the firm, silent, standing of truth ; all violence, all 
rapid, eccentric motions of the will. Know the ruler 
who '^ does not lift up, or cause his voice to be heard," 
but who ^^ gently leads " his followers into the right 
way. Observe the difference between this spirit and 
the false spirit ; observe how that does lift up, how it 
intoxicates, how it confuses, how it shears the soul of 
its strength when once it has laid itself down on the 
lap of any Delilah. O, keep to the little, the lowly, the 
pure ; keep to that which will not mix or unite with any 
thing but that which is of its own nature ; keep to this, 
and you are near your helper, and are prepared for any- 
thing, and everything that may befal you. 
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CCLXXVI. 

Through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the day spring from 
on high hath visited us. Luke ii. 78. 

The Scriptures are blessed helps m revealing to us 
what we stand in need of for goodness, and for peace. 
In this before us, there are two heavenly truths exhi- 
bited for us to consider. First, the tender mercy of 
our God, not mercy alone — ^but tender mercy. My 
Creator feels tenderly for me. Secondly, the way in 
which this mercy shews itself; as ^* a day spring from 
on high." What is this day spring, and where am I to 
look for it ? 

" In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.'^ 
This day spring, therefore, is a light, an immediate ray 
from the life of God, and no other than the light that 
shines in my conscience. Its object is one of tender 
mercy, even to save from sin which ever brings suffer- 
ing. Its visitation is that of love, to guide me out of 
the darkness of the flesh and its shadow of death, unto 
the way of peace, the way of penitence, the way of holi- 
ness, and of eternal life. " Great peace have Hiey which 
love this blessed light, and nothing shall offend them..'' 
Psalm cxix. 165. 



•ttobtr.] EVENTIDE. [S^i f ijmbj. 



CCLXXVIL 

A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation. 
I the Lord will hasten it in his time. Isaiah Ix. 22. 
Which indeed is the least of all seeds. Matthew xiii. 32. 

Never can you too earnestly, or too frequently, re- 
member that God's ways are just the opposite to man's 
ways. Man is for carrying his point by storm, and con- 
ceives that might and power are the proper agents for 
accomplishing his will. God acts by means of grada- 
tion; and with a slowness and littleness of advance, 
which, to the boisterous vehemence of the fleshly mind, 
seems often to be contemptible. But this is what the 
Apostle calls " the foolishness of God, which is stronger 
than man." 

You cannot do better than seek diligently after a 
feeling sense of this holy littleness, this divine sim- 
plicity ; which is, " indeed, the least of all seeds," but 
which, in its very meekness, carries in it the strength 
of God, the Almighty power of that everlasting Truth, 
which, in the end, causes "the little one to have the 
strength of a thousand, and the small one to become a 
mighty nation-" 



•tlolrtrj EVENTIDE. LiaxcOg ftfaetdbtj. 



ccLxxvm. 

And he shewed me a pnre river of water of life, clear as crystal, |Mro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb. Bey. zxii. 1. 

There is a sense of divine truth typified in this Ian- 
guage whicb^ as matter of experience^ is tKe same in 
kind^ but various in degree, in the soul of every sincere 
believer. It is a consciousness of somewhat within that 
is pure, clear, refreshing ; and which, like a stream of 
water, cleanses away defilement, and renews with 
strength the spiritual life. To come to the enjoyment 
of this internal consciousness of the divine presence, is 
the end of all religious exercises. ^^ I will cause those 
who love me to inherit substance;" and this interior 
sense of holy communion unknown to the world, and 
which is a joy " that no man taketh away from us," is 
a possession most real and substantial ; a portion, and 
foretaste of the hope laid up for us in heaven, and a 
present inheritance " incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away." 




«rf0bu.] EVENTIDE. [Jifilj ®fonmg. 



CCLXXIX. 

Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst ; 
but thou saidest, There is no hope; no; for I have loved strangers, and 
after them will I go. Jeremiah ii. 25. 

What a profound truth Is wrapt up in this mystical 
language ! How close a figure is it of the wilful nature 
of the vain mind ; that mind which is always in trans- 
gression, always breaking bounds, and ^* hunting before 
the Lord ;" never waiting to know, and to follow his 
leadings. How strikingly does that verse in Job ex- 
emplify this state I " They are of those that rebel 
against the light; they know not the ways thereof, nor 
abide in the paths thereof." O my soul, abide, abide 
in the Truth. But what is Truth? That which is. And 
what is f The present little moment, and nothing else. 
Live then, in this little moment which is; and for which 
God ever sends the right provision : and be not wearied 
in the greatness and falseness of thine own way. " Wis- 
dom, remaining in herself y maketh all things new ; and 
in all ages, entering into holy souls, she maketh them 
friends of God, and prophets."* 

* Wisdom of Solomon vii. 27. 



tfdobtr.] EVENTIDE. [Sutfe fifawnjj. 



CCLXXX. 

Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey. 
I'salm Ixxvi. 4. 

How sweet is the sense of God, in the feeling of 
purity, peace, and love, which sometimes steals upon the 
soul with the gentleness of falling dew ! Then it is 
that this word of the Psalmist's opens up in the full 
comprehensiveness of its spiritual meaning. ^* Yes," 
the softened and sanctified spirit of the creature ex- 
claims, " thou art more glorious and excellent than the 
mountains of prey ; those mighty and aspiring passions 
of the flesh, those hungry, rampant energies which are 
ever seeking their prey." ^^In Judah is God known ; 
In Salem is his tabernacle ; there brake he the arrows 
of the mighty." Psalm Ixxvi. 1, 2, 3. 

In the still, meek purity of his own Spirit, he over- 
comes for the humble and obedient soul what no strength 
of its own can conquer. Here then, repair ; even to 
Salem, the tabernacle of peace within thee. There, it 
l)leaseth the Lord of peace to dwell. ^^ My soul wait 
thou still upon God, for my expectation is from him." 
And never expect happiness from any other source; for 
what can any other source supply ? 




•tfebn.] EVENTIDE. [Stbtnl^ Citmnj. 



CCLXXXI. 

Bat God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world. Galatians vi. 14. 

Dwell on the spiritual meaning of these remarkable 
words ; and try to experience deeply, and inwardly, 
their life-giving power. Know the cross which cru- 
cifies the will and the wishes which are one with the 
world. Feel it in that which limits and opposes the 
wild and wandering nature of self. Watch in all things 
for the presence of this cross to inclination; for life and 
salvation axe in its reproofs and checks, just as death to 
all goodness and truth are in the wide gate and broad 
path of self-indulgence. O, it is precious to feel the 
contrariety of the cross of Christ ; to be bounded by it 
at every turn ; to be called back at every wandering ; 
to be gathered, and girded, and strengthened, instead 
of running to waste, and evaporating in dreams and 
emptiness, consolidating nothing,* building nothing, but 
working a work of errors, and lying down in confusion 
and grief! 
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CCLXXXIL 

Man doth not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of Grod. Dent. vlii. 3. 

What is it that affords me a distinct sense and feeling 
that my soul is actually fed and nourished with some 
real goodness ? Is it not my being conscious of some 
true faith, some true yearning after God, and obedience 
to his holy will ? Is it not from my being convinced 
that it is a blessed will ? Is it not by my hungering and 
thirsting after that righteousness whereby I may be- 
come upright, patient, pure, meek, and, in all things, 
such as God may love and accept ? Surely it is. And 
whilst these holy desires are living and stirring in thee 
whoever thou art, thou wilt find that the Lord will 
make thee to know that Word of His which is the living 
bread that cometh down from heaven, and keepeth thy 
soul in life. He will " open unto thee His good trea- 
sure," and thou wilt be filled with blessings. Then 
wilt thou know the "feast of fat things full of marrow ;" 
of "wines on the lees, well refined :" the " clean proven- 
der which hath been winnowed with the shovel, and 
with the fan," and ^^ delight thyself in the Lord," and 
know what it is to live and grow by words that ^^ pro- 
ceed out of the mouth of God." 



^htr.] EVENTIDE. [|[mi^ «bemng. 



CCXXXIII. 

Your heart shall live, that seek God. Psalm box. 32* 

There is a heart which is dead in trespasses and sins^ 
and which can never be in any other state than death 
towards God, who is the Fountain of Truth ; because 
" it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." 

But we are not left to the dominion of this fleshly 
and sinful heart ; at least it is our own fault if we be. 
For God has given to every man a manifestation of 
his own spirit to profit withal ; and the first work of 
this holy Teacher is to draw the soul to this interior 
manifestation of light as the source, and only means of 
its redemption from sin and misery. 

It feels itself bowed down and imprisoned by an evil 
heart of unbelief, which, like a corpse bound to a living 
man, impedes, troubles, and disgusts him. Thus op- 
pressed, he seeks of him who alone can give it, deliver- 
ance from the bondage of corruption ; and then finds 
the promise true, that the heart does live that seeks God. 
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CCLXXXIV 

He is the living God, and steadfast for ever. Daniel vi. 26 

The unchangeableness of God is the rock upon which 
the wise man builds his house. And oh^ how safe and 
secure is it to dwell within the habitation thus firmly 
established 1 For, what is the condition of the human 
being without a knowledge of the nature of God, as 
being " steadfast for ever ?" Let him be as richly en- 
dowed as he may, with health, wealth, talents, or power 
of any kind, it is a condition of insecurity. Every 
thing that does not rest upon the permanence of Godj 
must be insecure. The laws that regulate the universe 
rest there ; but on what, or where does the soul of man 
rest ? Other things are stable and constant ; but what 
is man ? All things are better off than he is, except in 
so far as he is delivered from depending upon his own 
wild, eccentric will, and the fluctuations of his passions, 
and becomes acquainted with, and subject to, the stead- 
fastness of God. Seek then, before all other seeking, 
close unity with the divine and immutable will of God ; 
for it is the centralizing force which alone can keep you 
moving in the orbit of Truth. 



ddobtr.] EVENTIDE. [filebewt^ (Sfrwhtg. 



ccLxxxy. 

Is not this the fast that I have ohosen; to loose the bands of wicked- 
ness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and 
that ye break every yoke ? Isaiah IvUi. 6. 

All that proceeds merely from self-will, is defiled 
and profitless. Its religious services, equally with its 
worldly pleasures, are nothing worth ; because there is 
no reality, no subjugation of heart, and nothing in them 
but a mere putting over, and getting rid of an irksome 
task. It is the whole being and nature of the carnal 
mind that is to be denied and offered up. " Is not this 
the fast that I have chosen ?" saith the Lord. Is it not 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to take away from the 
midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, 
and the speaking vanity ?" Yes, this is to be the exer- 
cise of thy soul. To loose thyself from the bondage of 
the passions, aud let the oppressed seed of God in thee 
go free ; ^nd break every yoke that chains thee in cap- 
tivity to sin, and self, and Satan. 
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CCLXXXVL 

He transgreBseth by wine ; he is a proud man, neither keepeth at 
home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, an^ is as death, and cannot be 
satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all 
people; 

Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that 
shall vex thee? Habakkuk ii. 6, 7. 

How forcibly is the inordinate and ravening covetous- 
ness of the fallen nature of man set forth in these words ! 
The pride of the soul, as one intoxicated with wine — 
how vivid and true the description I Surely, in these 
times in which we live, we see this wide spreading am- 
bition clearly enough manifested, and clearly enough 
in many striking instances, meeting with the meed it 
merits, in the " rising up suddenly," of the regrets, the 
humiliations, and the disappointments, that bite and 
vex it. 

To " keep at home," to be concentrated within, to be 
ever watching and keeping guard over that loftiness of 
heart which enlargeth its desire as hell, and is as death, 
and cannot be satisfied, but which is ever making matter 
for sorrow and for repentance, this is the part of wis- 
dom. To seek our meat from God, and not to be fore- 
casting in providing for ourselves, is to be safe ; and no 
safety can be found in any other procedure. 



•dober.] EVENTIDE. [SbkUtalb «fembig. 



CCLXXXVIL 

Order my steps in thy word, and let not any iniquity have dominion 
ov^ me. Psalm cxix. 183. 

We lose much in reading the Scriptures, from not 
observing the graphic force with which great truths are 
enunciated in few words. Now this of " order my steps 
in thy word ;" what a mine of wealth it contains in the 
way of wisdom ! Let a savour and sense of the suppli- 
cation be ever present with you. Have a regard to 
your doings as steps ; as those continuous and small 
acts, by which your progress and growth in goodness is 
to be advanced. Let an eye to the presence of God 
be yours, as you go along in your appointed path ; and 
be careful not to deviate from his regular and orderly 
guidance. How soon is this the case when there is any 
looking off from Ihe rule, the word of Truth ! O Truth, 
how saving and precious art thou, in thy smallness and 
humility I and, O self, how dangerous and destructive 
art thou, in thy greatness and pride ! With thee there 
are no steps ; nothing but strides, and leaps, and waste- 
ful and irregular movements. Evermore then, know 
that which orders thy steps, and makes, and keeps them, 
the minute and momentary movements which fix thee 
in the everlasting I am. 



•dober.] EVENTIDE. [Jourfttntfe (Ebwfag* 



ccLxxxvin. 

To be carnally minded is death; bnt to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace. Bomans Tiii. 6. 

The world is rich in a variety of pleasures, and in an 
undiminishing fund of amusements, toys, games, sports, 
and contrivances to cheat care, and beguile the time ; 
and multitudes of both young and old persons go through 
this Vanity Fair, as foolish in heart, and looking about 
for their bauble with as much interest and eagerness, 
as if they were sent into life for no other purpose than 
to be entertained. They procure their toy, and are 
just as far from satisfaction as ever ; and can never be 
otherwise than far from it, whilst they are under the 
dominion of the carnal mind ; that being a mind which 
has nothing to do with peace. 

Peace, and rest, and satisfaction, belong to the mind 
which is bom of the Spirit of God. The whole work 
of the wise soul is, therefore, to drop the fleshly mind 
as an old garment ; to come away from its deluaons ; 
to disdain its empty pleasures ; to pierce through the 
veil, and rise from the contemplation of the things that 
are seen and which are temporal, to those that are not 
seen, and which are eternal. 




9dohttr\ EVENTIDE. [<|ifittnlfr Ctoiing. 



CCLXXXIX. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt reyvm me ; thou 
Shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy 
right hand shall sai^e me^ Psalm cxxxriii. 7. 

There are sharp exercise* to be borne, and severe 
anguish to be experienced, in the breaking down of the. 
stiff and stubborn nature of self. Amongst these, the 
most trying, and the most exceedingly painful, in fact 
almost overwhelming, are the vague, but strong feelings 
of fear and amazement, and apprehension of evil, which 
accompany the thought and prospect of death. 

We then assuredly " walk in the midst of trouble." 
But the resolution of the Psalmist must be ours also, 
" What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee." This is 
all we have to look to in every kind of suffering. And 
great is the benefit, most complete the cleansing, which 
a patient, quiet, sustained trust in God at such times 
brings with it. Assured may we be, that sharp and 
prolonged as our trials inay be, they will nevertheless 
be accompanied with sweet seasons, when the Lord 
will revive us, and his right hand shall save us from 
the wrath of all our foes. 
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ccxc. 

I will seek that which was lost, and I will bring again that which 
was driven away, and will bind np that which was broken, and will 
strengthen that which was sick. Ezekiel xxziv. 16. 

How lost, and driven away, how crushed and broken 
under the headstrong violence of the fleshly will and 
nature, is the delicate, lamb-like Spirit of God I We 
may say that the whole purpose of God in his dealings 
with us, is to seek this divine seed of his own life which 
is lost, and to bring it home to the creature which it is 
appointed to save. Oh dear soul, unite with thy hea- 
venly Father in the search after this ill-used, neglected, 
and oppressed one ! and when thou hast found him, 
" sit down under His shadow," and soon wilt thou find 
that " His fruit is sweet " to thy taste. " Feed thy 
kids" beside the tent of this good shepherd. Give 
Him the strength and fire of thy nature, in carrying 
all its fierceness as your fell disease to its physician, and 
he will sweetly heal it with his meekness and divine 
humility.- View him as bruised by thine iniquities; 
despised and rejected by thy inordinate pride and self- 
love, and asking admittance into thy heart, whilst thou 
art rushing forth after vanity, and trampling him under 
thy feet. Contemplate this, and be humbled in grief, 
" as one that is in bitterness for his first-bom." 
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CCXCI. 

In Judah is God known ; his name is great in Israel. 
In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. 
There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and 
the battle. Psalm Ixxvi. 1, 2, 3. 

In the toly, serene, humble seed of His own divine na- 
ture, God is to be sought and diligently waited for. In 
this secret tabernacle which is deep — very deep down 
in the inner sanctuary of the soul, is His dwelling place. 
Here it is, that he covers the believer's head "in tlie 
day of battle." Here it is, that he " breaks the arrows 
of the mighty," and vanquishes all those foes which no 
strength or will of man can detect in their "close places." 
Wait here then, in simplicity and patience. Know this 
Mount Zion which God loveth, where none of " the 
men of might," thy strong passions, and fierce will, and 
all the rough activities of corrupt nature, can "find their 
hands;" but where they are spoiled, and at the rebuke 
of the God of Jacob are cast into the sleep of death. 
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CCXCIL 



TlHm sbalt forget ihj ndaaj^ wad ■ ■■■*—!>*■' it as waters that pass 
awaj. Job xL 16. 

Musing just now npon a letter written more than fiftj 
years ago, to a person under deep trial and affliction^ I 
was led to consider what a transient thing sorrow is. 
What now are those troubles which exercised the in- 
dividual whom the writer of it addressed? Where are 
those griefs, and what do they now signify, except as 
they might have been the means of purifying that soul 
and preparing it for the presence of God ? Yet those 
troubles and trials were all very real, and veiry exercising 
to those who were called to endure them. Jfo doubt, 
they were, at the time. But the time itself passes away. 
Why, then, need you be anxious, or fret about any- 
thing? "Be careful for nothing," but just bear, as best 
you may, the immediate moment's grief. Make it small, 
by taking it only in the smallness of the present instant. 
"Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou 
shalt not eat." There is more in this command than 
meets the ear; and it is often a suggestion to my own 
mind, to know nothing but the moment's duty. Oh, 
this state of know-nothingness, this state of "the babe 
and suckling," how acceptable is it in the sight of God, 
and how safe and soothing for the creature I 
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CCXCIIL 

Thou sfaalt know that thy tabernacles shall be in peace ; and thou 
shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin (err, margin.) Job v. 24. 

Everything external to us is nothing but a shadow ; 
and whilst "walking in this vain shew" we do, indeed, 
disquiet ourselves in vain. We wander in the wilder- 
ness in a solitary way, and find no city to dwell in. 
We know no shelter in the storm, no refuge from the 
heat, no place of defence, when the assault of furious 
passions, " that blast of the terrible ones, is as a storm 
against the wall." 

But when the soul has well learned how to wait upon 
God in inward stillness, it has, at all times, a habitation 
to flee unto : a tabernacle to visit, whither the enemy 
and the avenger cannot come. It is Salem, the city of 
peace, where God is known. 

Make frequent visits to this tabernacle. Know it as 
the secret place of the Most High, where the shadow 
of liis wing will shelter thee; and oh, remember to 
abide there. Start not aside like a broken bow ; but 
visit it without sin ; that is, without error in missing 
the way. 
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CCXCIV. 

The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they that seek the 
Lord, shall not want any good thing. Psalm xxxiv. 10. 

Know that in your own nature which is appointed of 
God to suffer hunger, and to die. It is the fierce, wild, 
ravenous appetite of self-hood ; which, with its strong 
propensities like young lions, is always hunting and 
clamouring for prey. These are to " lack and suffer 
hunger ;" and the pain of their dying is to be borne 
quietly and patiently even when nature herself seems 
as though she were being slain with them. Only 
dwell in the silence, the stillness, which is ^^ the land 
of the living," though there appears to be a mighty 
famine in it. The famine is only to that which would 
kill thee, if it were not itself killed. Dwell in this l^nd, 
and " verily thou shalt be fed." Yea, fed with honey 
out of this strong rock of trial. God knoweth how to 
give meat unto his chosen; not such meat as man 
would choose ; not that which cherishes the false life ; 
but bread which cometh down from heaven, and which 
brings the nature of heaven into the soul that feeds 
upon it. 



©ftobtt.] EVENTIDE. [Cfatntj-fitst (gferaiitg. 



ccxcv. 

When Israel was a child, then I' loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt. 
I taught Ephraim also to go. Hosea xi. 1, 3. 

All that is of God, is exceedingly meek, simple, pure, 
and tender. His divine and loving Spirit, " feedeth 
among the lilies ;" and is ever found in company with 
whatever is holy, chaste, and beautiful. The humble, 
innocent state of the child, is especially dear to him. 
" He carries the lambs in his bosom," as the careful 
shepherd guards and carries the helpless ones of his 
flock. Ever is he found by the side of the poor tried 
creature, that desires, and earnestly looks to him for 
help. The cry of "Abba Father I" finds quick en- 
trance into his ears. Keep then, for ever keep near to the 
child's state, which the Lord loves ; and to the docile 
heart which he " teaches to go." Hear and obey every 
call he makes to thee in the circumstances of his Pro- 
vidence, to come out of Egypt ; out of the bondage in 
which you are kept to the flesh and to the world. 



i 



•dobtr.] EVENTIDE [fftenlB-sttonJr fiteiiraj. 



CCXCVI. 

My times are in thy hand. Psalm zxxi. 15. 

What time I am a&aid, I will trust in thee. Psalm Ivi. 3. 

Seeing that ^* times are not hid from the Ahnighty," 
the duty of the believer is always to trust in him. The 
great sustaining promise is, *^ as thy days, so shall thy 
strength be." Yet severe, unquestionably, must of 
necessity very often be the conflict ; since the passion 
of fear is so mighty and so natural in a sinful being like 
man. These bodies of ours are so capable of anguish, 
and our souls are so overwhelmed and confused under 
extreme pain, though bold enough when all things 
accord with our desire for enjoyment, that great indeed 
are the hindrances in our way to a secure and abiding 
confidence in Divine protection. 

But, in all our difficulties, doubts, and distresses, 
there is absolutely nothing for us in the way of strength 
and consolation, but an abiding conviction that our 
times, our momentSy as they come, are in the hands of 
God ; and therefore, that they come fiuught with indi- 
cations of his holy will concerning us. Be it then what 
it may that befalls thee, "it is the Lord ; let him do what 
seemeth to him good." " Thy times are in his hands." 



©tfokr.] EVENTIDE. [Jfoentg-lfeblr fibtnittg. 



CCXCVII. 

1 have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 
Philippians iv. 11. 

Oh, my soul, be strong, be steadfast, and learn with 
the Apostle this divine lesson ; and know well how and 
of whom, thou hast been taught it. What though the 
conflict be sharp and frequent, and the same dry and 
barren wilderness has again and again to be passed 
through, yet it is the right way, and the only way to the 
land of peace. Good is the Lord when he hedges up 
your way, so that if you would, you cannot find your 
paths, but are bounded on all sides from making ship- 
-wreck of yourself. 

It is a blessed state when we are constrained by the 
force of circumstances to sit still, and learn holy lessons 
in the school of Christ ; and above all, the lesson which 
is the crowning one of the rest, even that of learning 
to be content in whatever state it may please Divine 
Wisdom to place us. This is a lesson which God alone 
CSLU. teach ; and which the heart that his grace has sanc- 
tified alone can learn. 



October.] EVENTIDE, [ffaetrfg-fcmtfe fibtninj. 



CCXCVIIL 

Thy paths drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures of the wilder- 
ness, and the little hills rejoice on every side. Psalm Ixv. 11, 12. 

This beautiful imagery exhibits the entirely full and 
satisfying nature of the Divine Being, in all his ways 
of dealing with his creatures. Truly, they shall be satis- 
fied with the goodness of his house. We never draw 
near to him in earnest, and set ourselves in the direction 
of his paths, but we are made to feel with great clear- 
ness and power, that somewhat of a pure and strength- 
ening influence is imparted to our inner nature, and 
that in " the hidden part we are made to know wisdom ;" 
such wisdom as nourishes and satisfies, and forms stabi- 
lity and strength. How different is this from any 
strength and wisdom that we can learn from books! 
There, we only read words about it ; here we come to 
a sensible experience of the thing itself. There, the 
mind ravens and hunts, ever seeking, but seldom finding; 
ever eating, but seldom fed; seldom refreshed, or changed 
from strength to strength. Here is a testimony of 
what our reading does for us, and that from no ordinary 
thinker : — 

** One reads, and reads, and reads,— one seldom gets 
Right into the heart of things: — ^there's so much floss 
And fluff; — and few can tell what they do know." 

OtdUa, The Serf, p. 9. 



©rfobtr.] EVENTIDE, [ffotiitg-fifife fibtjtinj. 



CCXCIX. 

Thou hast thrnst sore at me that I might fall ; but the Lord helped 
me. Psalm cxviii. 13. 

With respect to our appointed trials, it is hard to say 
which are the most oppressive, those that afflict the 
body, or those that distress the soul. A disturbed and 
painful state of body, is perhaps, at the moment, the 
hardest to endure patiently, because of the impediment 
which is then thrown in the way of that perfect interior 
stillness which is in itself healing and consolation. 
Thousands of evil spirits seem to rush in when the body 
is distressed; and the language of the sufferer may 
then truly be that of David, " thou hast thrust sore at 
me tliat I might fall." Still, whether the trial be of 
soul or body, labour to be patient, and as much as may 
be, silent. It is only a false relief that the sufferer ob- 
tains by talking of his pain ; and the time which might 
be turned to account in inwardly resisting the tempta- 
tion to speak of it, is lost in profitless words. "The 
Lord sitteth above the waterfloods:" and he will as- 
suredly, in his own good time, put down those that 
thrust sore at thee, and will help thee. 



dttofcer.] EVENTIDE, [Ctoilji-sbrf^ «fetitms. 



ccc. 

The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways ; and a 
good man shall be satisfied fit>m himself. Proverbs xiT. 14. 

It is by suffering ourselves to slide back into old 
thoughts and habits of mind^ that we get so filled with 
our own ways, that there is no room in us for the en- 
trance of that pure word which giveth understanding to 
the simple. *^ The wisdom of the prudent is to under- 
stand his way ;" to know what he is doing, and what sort 
of building he is rising within his own inner world. " Ye 
are God's building/' saith the Apostle. Be it so then. 
Let God build you up. " Through wisdom is an house 

builded, and by understanding is it established, and by 

* 

knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious 
and pleasant riches." " I will fill their treasures," says 
this divine wisdom, and " I will cause those that love 
me to inherit substance." And truly, when the soul is 
thus furnished with "durable riches," and is stored 
with pleasant fruits, it finds that it is satisfied from itself. 
It is not filled with its own ways, but with those of that 
blessed Teacher, whose " ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all whose paths are peace." 



I^ttobtr.] EVENTIDE, [ifatotg-stfoitt^ ®6oung. 



CCCI. 

My soul cleaveth unto the dust ; quicken thou me according to thy 
word. Psalm cxix. 26. 

Who is there that sincerely desires to be " cleansed 
from secret faults," that does not well, — ^and too well feel 
the force of these words of the Psalmist ? " My soul 
cleaveth to the dust !" Lord, thou knowest my desire,, 
and my groaning is not hid from thee. Thou knowest 
that in the better part of me, I would fain cast away 
these idols of the fleshly mind to the moles and to the 
bats. But the inferior part is strong: and it clings to 
old memories, and old ties, and old joys, and thus 
" cleaveth to the dust." 

It may be so ; still thou must not despond. God has 
long patience with thee, and thou must have patience 
with thyself. It is something, yea, it is much, that thou 
art sensible of, and dost mourn over these frailties of 
nature. Resist them to the uttermost; stand fast in the 
faith ; and God will surely grant thee a clean deliver- 
ance from all thine enemies and his, and quicken thee 
to a new and holy life, ^^ according to his word." 



i 
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CCCII 

They waited not for his counsel ; but lusted exceedingly in the wil- 
derness ; 

And he gave them their request, but sent leanness into their soul. 
Psalm cvi. 13, etc. 

Always stand on your guard against that ruinous 
haste to act which is sure to beset the mind when any 
tempting object is presented to it. Most certain of suf- 
fering are you, when, in eagerness to he doing , you wait 
not for God's counsel. Remember, that it is when the 
cross offers itself, that it alone can be taken up. There 
is no act of self-denial, or self-subjugation, in reading 
excellent and wise things in praise thereof. The 
right path is a beautiful and pleasant path to look at, 
when temptation is absent ; but the aspect it presents 
is different, when on each side of it there are " pleasant 
pictures " which duty forbids you to gaze at. Never- 
theless, now is the time for you to prove and examine 
yourself whether you be in the faith, and in the reality 
of the life of God ; or whether it is only fluctuating 
notions of its beauty and desirableness that float in 
your head, without ruling in your heart. "Strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life ;" and 
you must feel its pinching pressure upon your will and 
wishes, or you will not pass through it honourably. 



^ 
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CCCIII. 

Forasmuch then as Christ hath Buffered for usjn the flesh, arm your^ 
selves likewise with the same mind ; for he that hath suffered in the 
flesh, hath ceased from sin. 1 Peter iv. 1. 

Everything desirable has its price; and it is well 
said by some author, that " the pleasures of virtue are 
paid for beforehand; and those of the world, after- 
wards." There must be suffering in the flesh before it 
will submit to be governed by the Spirit. " Arm thy- 
self," therefore. "Be strong, and very courageous." 
Be opposed continually to thy inferior, fleshly, animal 
mind and will. Thus, thou wilt gradually learn to 
cease from thine own works, thine own wisdom, and 
thine own way ; all of which, as thine own, can never 
be free from pollution, because they can never be 
free from that taint of sin and corruption which forms 
the falsekood of the natural life. This must die. Give 
it up then, willingly to the sword of the Spirit, and the 
suffering which its death involves will be greatly 
lessened. 



©dobtr. ] EVENTIDE. [ %j^t\ «frtmnj. 

CCCIV. 

Ofi^r the sacrifices of righteoosness, and put your trust in tbe Lord. 
Psalm iv. 5. 

In coming to wait upon God in silence, we ipust be 
prepared to offer the sacrifices of righteousness in the 
firm and constant slaughter of every wandering thought 
that presents itself to the mind. We read that the first 
covenant was made with blood, which Moses took and 
sprinkled upon the people ; " for without shedding of 
blood, there is no remission of sin ; and ulmost all things 
are purified by blood." It is a deep and diyine truth 
that is typified here ! The blood we are called ta shed 
in offering up the sacrifices of righteousness, is spiritual ; 
the blood shed by the soul in slaying its beasts, which 
are its corrupt desires, and vain thoughts. These are 
the righteous offerings with which the Lord is well 
pleased; and when he sees us sprinkled with their Wood, 
he accepts it as the ** blood of the new covenant," and 
he sends forth " his prisoners," our captive souls, " out 
of the pit wherein is no water." Zechariah ix. 11. ^* Ye 
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin," 
said the Apostle, in urging his brethren to greater en- 
durance and greater faith. Gird up then thy loins, 
and put on strength; even the strength of God who is 
thy Helper. 



•ttobr.] EVENTIDE. [K^irfg-fiisl fiirejOKj. 



cccv. 

Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel 
that they go forward. Exodus xiy. 15. 

This matter of ^* going forward" Is of immense value 
and importance. The adhesiveness of the will is like 
bird-lime; it sticks to everything that comes to it, 
whether it be joy or woe, and never knows how to let 
it go. But that is an inestimable art to learn of sitting 
loose to things, and letting them go. 

Always endeavour to be going forward ; and resist 
with firmness that propensity to stop^and linger over 
thoughts and feelings, which is death to all life and pro- 
gress in truth. The following counsel from Fenelon is 
very valuable; try and follow it: — ^^ An excellent means 
of keeping ourselves in quiet and freedom of spirit, is 
to finish all reflection about any particular action when 
we finish the action itself; because the views of self-love, 
either from vain joy or needless grief, constitute one 
of our greatest evils. Happy is the man who retains 
in his mind nothing but what is necessary ; and who 
only thinks of each thing just when it is the time to 

think of it r 



i 
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CCCVL 

The fire shall try erery man's work, of what sort it is. 1 Cor. iii. 13. 

We are told that " gold is tried in the fire, and 
acceptable men in the furnace of adversity ;'* and the 
experience of. every child of God abundantly confirms 
this truth. There miLst be times of trial ; times of pro- 
bation, to shew " what sort of work " we have been 
about, in that which we call our religion. For, we 
must ever remember, that it is one thing to have a reli- 
gion, and another to have a work that will stand the 
fire. Unquestionably, the passing through a furnace 
must be agonizing to the transitory life of nature ; but 
to the life which is supernatural, to the holy birth 
which is of the Spirit, it is the way, and the only way, 
to freedom and peace. " Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty." Liberty from the galling slavery of 
the will ; from the restless, disorderly workings of the 
passions ; liberty to attend to, and to enjoy the passing 
moment, without fruitless reminiscences of the past, or 
anxious desires for the friture ; and if it be suffering 
that the present moment calls us to, there is the dis- 
engaged mind which is best fitted to endure it with sim- 
plicity and faith. 




Ifa&mbr.] ■ ■ EVENTIDE. [Smtis (Bfeabtj. 



CCCVII. 

A divine sentence is in the lips of the king : his month transgresseth 
not in judgment. Proverbs xvi. 10. 

" God sitteth as a King* for ever." To believe this as 
an influential truth, is to possess a very powerful prin- 
ciple of conduct We profess to believe it every time 
we give utterance to the petition, " thy kingdom come." 
But the great matter is, to know where that kingdom 
is to be sought. " The kingdom of God is within you.** 
This decides that question. Aim, therefore, to know 
thy King exalted upon his throne in thy conscience, 
and there giving forth the divine sentence which never 
transgresseth in judgment; never calls evil good, or 
sweet bitter, but judges righteously. 

** The kingdom is the Lord's;" and great is the wis- 
dom of daily feeling a translation into this hoiy domain ; 
and of knowing that the King is sitting on his throne, 
and sending forth the law that converts the soul, and is 
ruling in the midst of his enemies, and separating be- 
tween the precious and the vile, and making the soul to 
^ rejoice in his strength, and be exceeding glad of his 
salvation." 



x2 
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cccvin. 

Pleasant words are as an honeycomb ; sweet to the sonl and health to 
the bones. Proverbs xvi. 24. 

It is grievous to think Wliat devastation is often 
made amongst the Lord's ^^ pleasant plants/' by inat- 
tention to the mode of speaking. The disease of fallen 
nature is violence^ bitterness^ and harshness. A scream- 
ing, fractious child exemplifies this very vividly as a 
truth. The remedy for this disease is another life and 
nature exactly Topposed to it; and which is found in 
the gift of God's holy Spirit. This in all its motions 
IB gentle, calm, and meek, and consequently well fitted 
to tranquilize the fire and force, that so often break 
out in rash deeds, and in words that are not pleasant. 
Feel after that which loves peace, and which prompts 
to the pursuit of it ; and which turns away from all 
evil speaking, and in every assault of bitter tempers 
points to peace and healing. 

Healing — ^remember that that is what our poor diseased 
souls continually stand in need of. For ever then, avoid 
to pour into the leprosy of sin, the sharp, fiery stream 
of bitter words. May God be ever near to the fierce 
tempered and passionate ones with His saving health, 
and with pleasant words of His tender loving Spirit, 
which are " sweet to the soul, and health to the bones !" 



Sofambwf.] EVENTIDE, Cdmat^ ffrtwing. 



CCCIX. 

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring 
to nothing the understanding of the prudent. ^ 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of 
this worid? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this worid ? 
1 Cor. xix. 20. 

** The wisdom of this world is foolisliness with God ;" 
let it then be as foolishness to us, when it usurps any 
authority in attempting to influence us in things that 
are spiritual. It has no knowledge, no light, no part 
nor portion in those things. 

And equally as we stand aloof from the wisdom of 
the world, let us keep clear from being entangled in any 
of » the reasonings of our own minds ; which sometimes 
present themselves with a great show of strength, and 
ask for consideration with much plausibility. But they 
are only empty beggars for notice ; and disturbers of 
things far better worth attending to, than any which they 
have to propose. It is quite curious to observe, when 
the mind is gathered inward to wait upon the Lord in 
stillness, how dense a cloud comes over, and covers it 
with confusion, the moment it admits anything like an 
argument about what is presented to it. 



jWttmbtr.] EVENTIDE. [iififf fifrming. 



CCCX. 

The meek shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. Isaiah xzix. 19. 

Nothing that has not the stamp of permanence upon 
it, can possibly satisfy the soul of man ; because what 
is transitory, can never suffice for that which is im- 
mortal. We have often, no doubt, proved this in the 
passing away of many beautiful things, which, before 
their arrival, had seemed to us of that exquisite kind 
which must have rendered them *^joys for ever." But 
"joy in the Lord," is the only joy of that kind. 
This indeed, never satiates, but alike ancient and new, 
it meets the want of the creature with its appropriate 
supply out of the infinite fulness of the Creator. All 
that is requisite to obtain a share in this fulness, is the 
prescribed character and disposition. And here it is 
laid down. The meek in heart, the poor, God's poor, 
which means not the poverty of the purse, which is no 
hindrance to pride of heart, but the poor in spirit ; these 
are they who shall ^^ increase their joy in the Lord, and 
rejoice in the Holy Oue of Israel" 



lijtenterj EVENTIDE. [Sirf^ €bra«g. 



CCCXL 

Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight be- 
fore thee. Proverbs iv. 26. 

There is a power in concentrativeness to spiritualize 
the mind^ which is totally inconceivable till it has been 
experimentally understood. The habit of fixing the atten- 
tion upon the matter in hand, in a worldly sense, is well 
enough understood; because persons of the utmost medi- 
ocrity of mind soon discover that this must be practised, 
in order to accomplish anything. But the necessity for 
pursuing this fixity in relation to soul concerns, is too 
much overlooked, even by persons who are sincerely 
desirous of finding out the way of truth and righteous- 
ness. So much more stress is usually laid upon outward, 
than inward devotional exercises, that the habit of ob- 
serving what is passing in the thoughts is but little re- 
membered. Yet, here the root of the matter lies, like all 
roots, deep out of sight ; and when we become " rooted 
and grounded" in the life of truth, we can understand the 
comprehensiveness of the few words which are now be- 
fore us; and perceive the value of acquiring the habit 
of looking right on. 



IWieinkr.] EVENTIDE. [Stimtfe fifctwng. 



CCCXII. 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesns ; who of Grod is made unto us wis- 
dom, and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption. 1 Cor. i. 30. 

Saint Paul speaks of *^ the righteousness which is of 
God by faith." Now, there must be a precise, well de- 
fined, well understood object of faith, before there can 
possibly be any influential belief in it. What is this 
righteousness of God then, which is made ours by an act 
of faith ? Surely, in the words of the text, we have a most 
lucid and divine description of it. Christ Jesus, by the 
power of His Spirit, works in us all the spiritual good- 
ness whereby we partake of a new birth unto righteous- 
ness. He turns us from the power of darkness unto light, 
from folly to wisdom, from unrighteousness to holiness, 
and from corruption to purity. He delivers us from a 
condition of slavery to sin and Satan, and redeems us 
from their house of bondage. 

He effects all these mercies and privileges for us, not 
in the way of a notion which imputes that to us of which 
we have no experience ; but by an inward, spiritual 
grace given unto us which we perceive and feel ; and 
which, as we are obedient to it, becomes " the power of 
God unto salvation," in redeeming us from all iniquity, 
and making us "vessels sanctified and meet for the 
master's use." 



Ifafember.] EVENTIDE. C®%M fii«nwj. 



CCCXIII. 

I lead in the way of righteousnestJ, in the midst of the paths of judg- 
ment; 

That I may caose those that love me to inherit substance, and I will 
fill their treasures. Proverbs viii. 20, 21. 

" Doth not wisdom cry, and understanding put forth 
her voice ?" Indeed they do ; but alas, too often in 
vain ! Yet, in the midst of the clamour and confusion 
that fill the world, the heart of man remains the same 
solitary, sinful, and suffering thing. And still within 
its silent depths, there dwells a little seed of everlasting 
life, a small portion of that divine nature which is 
capable not only of hearing, but of loving and of 
obeying the voice of wisdom. To this, " the least of all 
seeds," she addresses herself. Blessed are they who 
hearken to her words, and cherish as the apple of their 
eye the smallest yearnings they may feel for her in- 
structions. Be assured that they never fall to the 
ground valueless. Those who wait at the posts of her 
doors, soon learn that ^^ her revenues are better than 
gold," and that she does truly " cause those that love 
her to inherit substance." 



J 
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CCCXIV. 

Every wise woman bnildeth her house ; but the foolish plncketh it 
down with her hands. Proverbs xiv. 1. 

Under the figure of n female, it is not uncommon for 
the writers of the Old Testament to designate some 
spiritual condition or faculty. Thus, in Proverbs v. 3» 
speaking of the lips of the strange woman that " drop 
as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil,'' 
we may recognize the false sphrit of this world, always 
fluctuating, and always deceiving, and assailing us per- 
petually, on the impulsive and coveting side of our 
nature. Shifting, and unstable, *^lest thou shouldst 
ponder the path of life, her ways are always movable, 
so that thou canst not know them." This is the false 
nature which is to be denied. And here in the text 
the true spirit is alluded to, as the " wise woman that 
buildeth her house ;" that is to say, the sincere and ear- 
nest follower of God, who builds his inner man into a 
tabernacle for the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit, and 
thus comes to establishment and reality in the divine 
life. In contradistinction to this wise spirit, we have the 
vain earthly mind, which, as fast as it learns, plucks 
down, and scatters all that is given to it. 



9>kiiAir.] EYENTIDK HmX^ CmOi^ 



CCCXV. 

Bdiold the Lamb of God, which takeUi awij ih« tin of ih« W(\r)U \ 
John i. 29. 

I do behold thee with the eye of faith, luy IjOIhI, a)\() 
my God! It is the sustenance of my soul, my joy, my 
consolation^ my rock of support, my strong habitation 
whereunto I may alway resort, to behold thoo taking 
away mine iniquity by making it hateful t^) mo, and 
redeeming me from its loathsomenosB and penalty, ( ) 
grant me grace ever to delight in tliat cloannlng from 
guilt which thou, by an inward renewal unto lif<^ an<l 
holiness, dost bestow. O, enable my Hplrit to •• nyoi<u» 
in God my Saviour," with the joy which attondn upcui 
salvation from sin I And evermore, deliver »i(5 from all 
false joys, all fallacious notions that while nin ntuminnf 
it can be supposed to be taken away ; but iriak<5 irMt 
exceeding glad because the Lamb of (UhI dotk iukit 
SLWSLy my sin, and makes me like the KirigV <laMf(lit4;r 
" all glorious within," and c^jmely with i\us c/nuiMmm 
that he doth put upon me ! 



gWtembtr.] EVENTIDE. [filtttnt^ fiijttting. 



CCCXVI. 

Kemove far fix)m me vanity and lies. Proverbs zxx. 8. 

It is deeply instructive to observe, and to stay awhile 
upon the observation, how exactly the enlightened mind 
aims at the same point, pursues the same train of thought, 
and entertains the same views of things, at every period 
of time, and under every variety of external circum- 
stances. 

Some thousands of years ago, we find a man of wisdom 
and reflection giving utterance to this supplication ; and 
good as it was for that age, equally good is it for this 
in which we live. Any man of thought and reflection 
would just as earnestly offer it up now, as Agar did in 
his day. And why ? Because at all times and in all 
places, vanity and lies are the snares by which the 
adversary of our souls draws us into his net ; and by 
which misery, and sin, and shame overtake and over- 
whelm mankind. They do not present themselves to 
us as vanity and lies. Oh no, no I " Surely in vain 
is the net spread in the sight of any bird." It is because 
of their subtlety, because of our inability to detect and 
cope with their artifice, that our only safety is to be 
found in fervently beseeching the Lord to " remove far 
from us vanity and lies ;" which He does by enlightening 
the conscience to perceive their nature of falsehood. 
Always remember that the sight of sin is a command 
to forsake it. Keep the inward eye, therefore, single 
*IBud /sincere^ that it may be full of light. 



Ifaimkr.] EVENTIDE. [Kfatlfit ftittdng. 



CCCXVIL 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into 
it and is safe. Proverbs zviii. 10. 

The name of the Lord is a Scriptural expression of. 
very frequent occurrence ; and it behoves us clearly to 
understand what it signifies. Simply regarded as a 
namey it is mystical and obscure; but, contemplated 
as a nature, which no doubt is the right way of regard- 
ing it, it opens up to us a glorious field of thought. 
For what is the nature of God as revealed in Holy Writ? 
*^ God is Love." " He that loveth not, knoweth not 
God^ for God is Love." Again : ^^ God is Light." 
Lito this holy name and nature, in all his trials, " the 
righteous runneth and is safe." Is he fiercely assaulted 
with unholy desires, with evil tempers, or with any of 
the snares which the prince of this world may lay in 
his way? he hastens to his strong tower, he hides him- 
self in the meek, the jmre, the loving nature of his 
heavenly Father, and in the clear rectitude of the divine 
light he sees and shuns the snares of the adversary, and 
is saved from all evil, and all danger. 



jW«mIttr.3 EVENTIDE. [C^rtottji ftfemhij. 



cccxvin. 

To deliver thee from the strange woman, evenfrom the stranger which 
flattereth with her words. Proverbs ii. 16. 

It is a vast matter to be delivered from that insidious 
Babylonisli spirit, which deceiveth the whole world; 
"the strange woman which flattereth with her words.** 
Do you not know something of her blandishments ? Did 
you never hear her whispering words of flattery in your 
ear? Oh, it is a priceless possession to inherit truth, 
and to have that within us which, presenting all things 
according to their real nature, throws a shield between 
our souls and their numerous enemies. Amidst these, 
none are so dangerous, none so entirely to be dreaded, 
as those that come in the guise of admirers and flatterers* 
" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; which, according to His abundant mercy, hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope ;" and '^ to an in- 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away.'* We have a foretaste of this inheritance 
even here, in the possession of truth ; the highest, and 
the noblest of the gifts of God. Evermore prize it ac- 
cording to its value; and resort to it as your appointed 
deliverer from all the sorceries of the strange woman, the 
lying spirit that worketh in the children of disobedience 



liotanbr.] EVENTIDE. [^otnlttnil Cfrtnssg. 
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My belored is gone down into his garden, to the beds of splcee ; to 
feed in the gardens and to gather lilies. 

I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine ; he feedeth among the 
lilies. Canticles vi. 2, 3. 

There is only one tie that can link the soul of the 
creature to the Creator in a union of joy, and that is, 
love. God abstracted from His nature of love, can only 
be terrible to us from the awful Immensity of His being; 
but, regarded as the source of love, what is there of beauty 
and sweetness, that the thought of belonging to Him 
does not excite in the mind? So exquisite, indeed, is 
the rapture which this view of Him imparts, that the 
soul has then the witness in itself, that it appertains to 
the Lord; and in the ecstasy of this sweet consciousness 
can say, *^ I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine." 
And then the blessed bridegroom rejoices in his spouse, 
and goes down into the garden of* the sanctified heart, 
and gathers the lovely lilies of purified and sweet affec- 
tions, which His own grace has planted. 
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cccxx. 

The Lord God is a sun and shield ; the Lord will give grace and glory ; 
no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. Psalm 
xxxiT. 11, 12. 

A sun to enlighten, a slileld to protect, such is the 
Lord God with whom we have to do. " No good thing 
will He withhold from those that walk uprightly;" 
although in His wisdom and mercy He may see fit to 
withhold many things which the natural heart may love, 
and long for. He knows far better than we do what 
is good, and especially what is good for us individually. 
That may be a dangerous and bad thing for a person of 
a particular temperament, which would be even good 
for another who is differently organized. 

How blessed is it for us that we are not permitted to 
be our own choosers as to the gifts withheld or be- 
stowed ! Enough, that this is promised us : " no good 
thing," nothing that is really desirable for us will Grod 
withhold, whilst we walk before Him in uprightness of 
heart. Help us then, O God of our salvation, to the 
goodness of which we stand in need, to secure Thy 
favour and protection ! 



Stoirtmter.] EVENTIDE. [SKtmttfe (Bfwniwg. 



CCCXXI. 

Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and 
strength of salvation. Isaiah zzxiii. 6. 

It is for the most part but a low and obscure idea of 
salvation that persons entertain ; though, when rightly 
understood, it is a term which comprises the proper 
business of human life. For, there is no moment of 
our lives in which we do not stand in need of being 
saved from those ensnaring seductions of the senses 
which lie perpetually in our path. 

Continually, we require far higher wisdom than any 
we possess in ourselves, to reveal to us the profitless 
wanderings of fancy, and the various shadows which 
we take for substance, and which, in seeking to grasp, 
we scatter and lose our mental strength* "The grace of 
God which bringeth salvation," reveals to us our various 
dangers ; and as we obey the light thus acting in our 
behalf, we get acquainted with divine wisdom and 
knowledge, and can distinctly recognize the strength of 
our salvation. 



Ibbmbtr.] EVENTIDE. [JSefonttmi^ dbmua. 



cccxxn. 

Thou art beautifcQ, my love ! Canticles vi. 4. 

How exquisite is moral beauty I Indefinable, but 
soul-satisfying, how divine is it! God, who has made 
us to be satiated with joy, is himself the Fountain that 
is to fill us with delight. Never, O never, let any feel- 
ing but that of adoring love accompany the thought of 
Him ! He is not only beautiful, but beauty itself. O, 
fill thy soul with hope and happiness at the thought! 
What is thy life, what are thy faculties, what is anything 
thou canst delight in, worth, except as it ministers to 
thy joy in Hun who is the Fountain of aU perfection ? 

Very near to thee, though secret and inaccessible to 
the searching of ihy intellect, is the Father of Spirits ; 
and thou art to feel after him, if haply thou mayest find 
him; but, feel not with shrinking and fear, for feax hath 
torment : feel only with the tender heart that seeks its 
dearest, its best of friends. " Thou art beautiful,'* it 
says, " O meekest of Guides ! Let me hear thy voice, 
let me see thy countenance; for sweet is thy voice, and 
thy countenance is comely I" 



fobmhc] EVENTID& [«9ttttnt{| Ckntng.] 



CCXJXXHL 

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and rigbteoneneas to the plum- 
met; and the hail shall sweep away the r^iige of lies« and the waters 
shall cfvafLaw the hiding place. Isaiah xzriii. 17. 

There is a time when judgment is sure to overtake 
uSy and when all our '^ pleasant pictures, all our tem- 
poral and transitory resources, will present themselves 
to us as a mere refuge of lies," which the hail storm of 
affliction will sweep away. This must be meekly and 
patiently received, and submitted to. Happy are those 
whose habits of life have been such as to cause them 
to have but little to surrender to the stroke of the Lord's 
hand. A stroke, let us remember, which chastens in 
mercy and loving kindness. We never know our real 
standing in the life of truth, till we are put into the 
furnace of trial. God will have us to be made holy, as 
the first step to our being made happy; and holiness 
can only enter our nature through the slaying of all im- 
purity and sin; and we know that a work of death must 
be a work of pain. 
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CCCXXIV. 

The kingdom of Heavea is like to treasure hid in a field ; the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth, and selleth 
all that he hath, and buyeth that field. Matthew ziii. 

The " treasure hid in a field," which is the joy of the 
soul that finds it, is only overlooked because of its 
nearness, and because of what we, in our ignorance, 
are apt to consider its insignificance. But now, as ever, 
"this stone which the builders refuse, must be the 
head of the comer." It is set aside under the name 
and notion of mere natural conscience, the dictates of 
reason, and so on. But that which saves from sin, that 
^vhich directs the human being into a mode of conduct- 
ing himself the direct reverse of all that his natural 
will and wishes would point to, which subdues, instead 
of yielding to, and indulging his self-hood, thisy call it 
by what name you will, is no part of the man himself. 
It is " that least of all seeds " which is divine in its 
origin, and which is bestowed upon us as the means, 
and the only means, whereby we can be made partakers 
of the divine nature. 



IWremfcor.] EVENTmE. [ten&t^ €bmiq. 



cccxxv. 

Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved. 

But he that doeth truth cometh to the light ; that his deeds may be 
made manifest, that they are wrought in God. John iii. 20, 21. 

We have the means of genuine happiness in our own 
hands, if we choose to seek for them. They do not, 
indeed, lie upon the surface ; neither are they found 
without diligent search. But they are within the soul, 
as every thing is, be it good or bad, that makes up the 
living experience that forms our history. Truth or 
falsehood, pleasure or pain, with the presence of one or 
the other of these, our existence is conversant. And 
just as darkness or light prevails in the atmosphere of 
our minds, do good or evil feelings prevail in our affec- 
tions. Do you love the light? Do you bring your 
thoughts, words, and deeds to it ? If you do, you are 
honest in your dealing with God ; and so far you are 
happy, and cannot possibly be otherwise ; for you are 
in unity with Truth, which is always in unity with 
Him. 
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CCCXXVI. 

I said I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue ; 
I will keep my mouth with a bridle, whUe the wicked is before me. 
Psalm xxxix. 1. 

It is not from the bodily tongue tliat the chief danger 
of sin is to be feared^ but from that inward member 
which so often holds parley with the wicked in the deep 
recesses within the souL It is good to take heed to our 
ways here; and to establish a habit of watching the cur- 
rent of our thoughts. When we do this with earnest- 
ness and perseverance, we shall come to such a clear 
perception of our spiritual foes, and the snares by which 
they assail us, as will be found quite a new revelation 
of truth. For truth, as it concerns us to seek the pos- 
session of it. Is the knowledge of ourselves. It is a 
science therefore, which, beyond all others, it the most 
imports us to be skilled in. But the way to acquire 
this skill is difficult. The words of the text suggest a 
great help towards learning it, by pointing us to deep, 
interior stillness, while the wicked (and what wicked- 
ness so much to be dreaded as wicked thoughts?) is 
before us. 



ioimibtr.] EVENTIDE. [Sbtnis-atconi) €irnnng. 



cccxxvn. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew v. 8. 

Those who have ^^ tasted that the Lord is gracious," 
will be unanimous in testifying that it is poverty of 
spirit, which, more than any other grace, attracts the 
sweet visitations of his favour ; and which difiuses ^^ an 
unction from the holy one" over the soul, which it is 
quite beyond the power of any natural joy to bestow.* 

No quality is so totally in opposition to the vehemence, 
the pride, the eagerness, the entire nature of the unre- 
generate heart, as humility ; and hence, it is so hard a 
thing to bring that heart into the state of submission to 
which it must be brought, before the teachings of the 
Spirit of God can effectually renew it unto life and holi- 
ness. The strength of the will and of the intellectual 
powers^ have a service to perform ; but the nature of 
God, and the joy of his salvation, are revealed to the 
tenderness of the affections, and to these only as they 
are sanctified by meekness and humility. 

* It IS recorded of Thomas A^Kem^ thait over his tomb wm an 
inscriptioii in Latin, which is thns translated into Eng^irii bj one of 
his historians : 

^ Say where is Peace, for thoa its paths haat trod. " 
^In poverty, leliiement, and with God." 



gobmbtr.] EVENTIDE, [f fenrij-^bb ^temrg 



cccxxvni. 

We all, with open face, beholding as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

The subjects whicli engage the attention, and attract 
the affections of the human being, have a secret potency 
in stamping an image or reflection of themselves upon 
his nature. We grow into a resemblance of that with 
which our will strongly assimilates itself; for ^^as the 
man thinketh, so is he." It is therefore our strongest 
interest, as well as our highest privilege, to familiarize 
our minds with pure and divine contemplations ; since 
thus, " beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord," 
contemplating the sweetness, the beauty, the perfection 
of His nature, and earnestly breathing to His Spirit 
" the Lord and Giver of life," to open up within us 
"the new creature" that "hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness," we grow in the nature that is holy and 
divine; and, through the operation of our heavenly 
Father's grace, are changed into His image, and proceed 
" from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." 



Ifafttmhtr.] EVENTroE. gfamts-fiwrtt eteojig.] 



CCCXXIX. 

Blessed is' the man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried 
he shall receive the crown of life which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him. James i. 12. 

The wonderful labyrinth of evil in which we find our- 
selves, is, when rightly understood, but the dark back- 
ground to infinite good. It is indeed. 



(( 



A mighty maze, but not without a plan.'* 



The patient endurance of adversity, the recognition 
of a divine hand and a divine purpose in the infliction 
of it, and a steadfast resistance to the snares which in- 
bred corruption, outward temptation, and the cruel as- 
saults of evil spirits throw across our path, appear to 
present a condition which, however it may be divested 
of " form and comeliness" to the superficial observer, the 
testimony of Scripture, and that of the believer Himself, 
pronounce to be blessed. The witness within assures the 
individual thus tried, and thus established in faith, that 
not one of his offerings of will and wish shall be lost ; 
but that he shall assuredly find them again in the crown 
of life which the Lord has in store for him in another 
and a happier stage of existence. 



Sobtmlia.] EVENTIDE. [Cbtn^-eb fiktdnj. 
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Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 1 Cor. Tiii. 1. 

It is worthy of remark that the first temptation pre- 
sented to the human race^ came in the form of a promise 
of the gift of knowledge : ** Ye shall be as gods^ knowing 
good and eviL" ** That the soul be without knowledge 
is not good ;" and no one who wishes well to his feUow 
creatures would debar them from the acquisition of 
that kind and degree of it which is adapted to their 
circumstances. But the sort of knowledge which should 
supercede every other, is the knowledge of God, of his 
holy will concerning us, and of our duty in fulfilling 
it. When this is the groundwork of education, there 
is hope that the mind may profit by the other kinds of 
knowledge which may be presented to it. But till this 
basis of truth is established, the knowledge that ie ob- 
tained, is only too likely to " puff up " the individual 
with undue exaltation. We may reasonably believe 
that this kind of knowledge is too rife in these stirring 
times in which we live. Science indeed flourishes ; and 
so do suicides, bankruptcies, and skilful frauds. People 
have much knowledge ; but the love that edifi^eth, is 
greatly a stranger upon tiie earth. 
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CCCXXXI. 

Thus Bwth the Lord thy Redeemer, the Holy Oneof Israel ; I am the 
Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way that thou shouldest go. Isaiah zlviii. 17. 

The lessons of Instruction from our Bedeemer the 
Holy One of Israel, by which he ** teacheth us to 
profit," are to be observed as it respects us personally, 
very carefully in the circumstances of our lot, and the 
leadings of Providence by which it is directed. On 
few points are people so wilfully blind as on this. 
They wish things to take a particular turn ; and that 
it is very easy to fancy that they do turn, in the desired 
direction. But, very often, we have cause to believe, 
that in the ordering our way, the will of God is not 
found to be accordant with ours, in respect to our out- 
ward lot ; and that in ** leading us by the way that we 
should go," we shall find ourselves turned directly con*- 
trary to the wish and will of our minds. It is not to 
be said that this is so constantly the case, as to justify 
our making it into a rule of conduct ; but as a reason 
for great caution, and much patience before taking 
steps in life, we may certainly consider it. 
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A just weight and balance are the Lord's. Proverbs xvi. 11. 

It is remarkable that, while some degree of trouble 
in practising the rules of whatever art or science we de- 
sire to understand, is so essential as to be taken for 
granted, and never questioned, or disregarded as a pre- 
liminary ; yet with respect to learning what the Scrip- 
tures term **the way of the Lord," or His mind and 
will concerning us, nobody appears to suppose that any 
tiding is necessary but to be able to read, in order that we 
may study what is said about it in the Bible. This 
is necessary, no doubt; but we must read the state- 
ments of the Bible in our own hearts and consciences, 
much more constantly than in the book, or we shall be 

but little better for studying them. To know what they 
mean as it respects us is the great matter. Here we 

are told that ^* a just weight and balance are the Lord's;" 

by which we infer, that the Lord requires rectitude of 

heart in those who profess to serve Him. Nor is it 

merely the ^^ just weight and balance "in conmiercial 

dealings, that the Lord claims as His due ; but ** the" 

just weight" that keeps the soul duly balanced in the 

way of uprightness and integrity. 
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GCCXXXTTI. 

Strengthened with all might according to his glorious power, unto 
all patience, and long suffering with joyfulness. Coloa^na i. 11. 

The vast problem of the origin and prevalence of evil, 
it is not ours to solve, but to sustain. And when we place 
ourselves in the right position of mind, encountering it 
properly, we shall not fail at perceiving that strange and 
appalling as it is to our natural faculties, there is a gift 
of a supernatural kind in the soul of the tried believer, 
which enables him to discern that affliction when sancti- 
fied by the grace of God, is just the sublimest and most 
glorious thing in the world ; and whilst he is meekly 
endeavouring to submit to the will of God, he does most 
truly find himself " strengthened with all might, accord- 
ing to the glorious power " bestowed upon him by his 
Heavenly Helper : and that the ineffable sweetness which 
humility and patience shed over his spirit, renders his 
sufiEerings a source of solenmjoy,thatinits dqep serenity 
administers to him comfort and consolation of the most 
sustaining kind. 



9tkmki^J ETE511DS. [VoBdj^n^ Cfenf. 



cccxxxrr. 



O fnd Mll^]^^ nd 1^ traO, let OeM Ind w ; let OeM Wig 
me anto thy My MP, «ad to ^ lilii i mt li Ptebi^m.a. 



How precioos k h wlien Ae 80«d can dnoerdy bfestlie 
tins Hearenlj pnjer! andwliat need toliinder it of 
t\m h(Aj demre? The fledi, die canuJ mind widi its 
^ Ood'a msaj, and Lcvf manj/* tins is the hindrance; 
and a deadlj, and an insnnnoimtable one it is. O sool, 
diat ponderest upon this diYine prayer^ if th<m art held 
in bondage to this carnal mind which serves the law of 
Bin, and which from its very natore^ can never serve any 
thing else; ''shake thyself from the dost; loose the 
bands of thy neck '/* and send up these life-giving words 
with earnest desire to Him who '^ waits to be gracious,'^ 
and who yearns to grant thee a clean deliverance from 
the yoke that bows thee to the dust. Be it thy fervent 
supplication^ '' send out thy light and thy truth, let 
them lead me." Let me no longer be misled by my own 
blind passions nor by '' the rulers of the darkness of this 
world who work in them^ " but reveal to me thy light, 
O God of light, and thy Truth, Fountain of Truth I 
that thoy may guide me to thy dwelling-place in my 
soul. 
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How amiable are thy tabemacleB, O Lord of Hosts ! 
My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord ; my 
heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Psalm Izzziv. 1, 2. 

It is in the inner sanctuary of the believer's heart, 
that this amiable^ this lovely tabernacle which David 
panted after is to be found. Oh, how divinely serene 
is that ark of rest, in which God and the soul dwell 
sweetly together! Here is the pure Jerusalem that 
^^cometh down from Heaven as a bride adorned for her 
husband." Here are the green pastures and the still 
waters! Here is the feeding on the hidden manna; 
and here is the safe lying down, where none can make 
afraid, because no evil can come nigh this dwelling. 
Here are the courts of the Lord, of which the redeemed 
soul says, it " longeth, yea, even fainteth" for them. 
O, thus should it ever be I Thus it is that the loving 
Father of life would have His children to cry out in 
** heart and flesh, for Him the living God." He creates 
the want, that He may enjoy the blessedness of grant- 
ing the supply. 



Btmbr.] EVENTIDE. Zghcd §btmq. 
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. Sanctify item throng^ thy troth ; thy wordk truth. Johnvii. 17. 

The knowledge of tmth is llie very highest blessing 
that the human being can receive. But now^ as in the 
days of old^ and as in all time, the query has to be 
made, of *^ what is truth?" "Thy Word is trutL" 
Yes, but trAo^ word? *^ The written word/' is the 
usual reply with every sect of religionists except indeed 
the Quakers. They profess to understand by the 
Word of God, that ** which was from the beginning ; 
which was with God, and which was God ;" but their 
profession, in this respect, is not what it was. 

It is this holy, ever living, ever present Word in the 
heart i which is the Sanctifier and Redeemer of the souL 
" Thy Word," says David, " have I hid in inj heart, 
that I might not sin against Thee." It is through 
watching closely and continuously the leadings and 
restrainings of this interior Word, that the soul proceed 
from strength to strength, till it is so imbued with the 
hfe and power of truth, as to be delivered from becoming 
the victim of manifold deceits and that cunning crafti- 
ness of evil beings, whereby those who are out of the 
truth, are perpetually ensnared. 




Jletembtr.] EVENTIDE. ' [Sitamir fiimng. 
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If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new. 2 Cor. v. 17. 

If the work of religion were merely that which the 
greater part of persons seem to imagine it, that is to 
say, if it consisted only in a steady observance of certain 
rules and ceremonies, it would be a very easy matter 
indeed. 

But all the outwardness of religion is only its shell ; 
and too often its sepulchre. We must look within to 
know how it fares with us as to the reality of our faith ; 
and we must bring our interior condition to theT test 
wHch this statement of the apostle offers us. 

Am I in any distinct and perceptible form a new 
creature in Christ ? Do I recognise in my habits, and 
conduct, and modes of thought, the power of His trans- 
forming Spirit? Do I sensibly perceive the passing 
away of old things, old tempers, old sins ; and the sub- 
stitution of new and holy feelings and actions in their 
place? Such queries as these faithfully replied to^ 
would help us to much useful self-knowledge. 



fatmhtt.] EVENTIDE. C^^rb tibtm^. 
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I waited patiently f<»r the Lord, and He inclined onto me, and heard 
my cry. 

He brought me op also, out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, 
and set my feet upon a rock, and ordered my^goings. Fsalm xl. 1, 2. 

In these two verses of Scripture we are presented 
with a graphic picture of soul experience; and one 
which must be well understood, and deeply sympa- 
thized with, by all those whom the Lord has led to the 
knowledge of his truth through sharp and manifold 
exercises. " I waited patiently for the Lord." I was 
inwardly still and silent, and patiently breathing to him 
for help ; and he inclined unto me, and as the mother 
hears the wailing of her helpless * child, he heard my 
cry, and brought me up out of the horrible pit, or, as 
it reads in the margin, " a pit of noise ;" even that dark 
and noisy dungeon of the carnal mind, where I was 
imprisoned, as it were, in miry clay; in the stiff 
adhesiveness, and stunned with the clamour, of earthly 
and evil thoughts and feelings. I sank down, away 
from these, into patient longing and sighing for the 
Lord, and he brought me forth into light, and liberty, 
and life. Amen! 



gmrnbtr.] EVENTIDE. Limi^ ffening. 
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And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water 
of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a comer any 
more ; but thine eyes shall see thy teachers ; 

And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, This is the 
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn 
to the left. Isaiah zxx. 20, 21. 

The bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, 
are God's medicines ; and happy are those who receive 
them as such from the hand of the only physician of 
value. It is through the discipline which these admin- 
ister, that the soul comes to know its teachers, and to 
understand the language which they use. To the un- 
gpdly and the worldly-minded, there are no teachers 
and no teaching, and no knowledge that they care to 
hear, or that, in a spiritual sense, benefits them. They 
may be made crafty and cautious as to their worldly 
interests, by the experience which their various mis- 
doings may have supplied them with ; but they are 
never enlightened by the lessons of the Almighty ; and 
never skilful in discerning what these teachers say 
to them. 
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That was the tnie light which lighteth every man that oometh into 
the world. John i. 9. 

In every human being that Is at iall raised by civiliza- 
tion above savage life, there Is something to be perceived 
in his mind which is higher in its nature than his animal 
self-hood; and which often meets him in his doings, with 
wonderful power of rebidce and warning. More espe- 
dally in that reaction which succeeds to the indulgence 
of the passions, is the " still small voice ^ of this interior 
companion distinctly to be heard ; and In his Hght, which 
'^mak^th manifest," are clearly to be perceived many 
things which had hitherto been concealed. Strange and 
profitless queries are sometimes raised as to the nature 
and office of this light which shines in the conscience ; 
all of which might be spared, if we would be content to 
receive this simple definition of it. It is a true light; 
that is its nature ; and its office is to enlighten and in- 
form the dark and ignorant soul of man ; which would 
be incomplete indeed in Its appointments, if in the midst 
of so much misery and mystery as that in which it finds 
itself, it had not something bestowed upon it that was 
wiser and better than itself. 
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CCCXLI. 

O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth? Thou hast stricken 
them, but they have not grieved ; thou hast consumed them, but they 
have refused to receive correction ; they have made their faces harder 
than a rock ; they have refused to return. 

Therefore I said, surely these are poor ; they are foolish, for they 
know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their Gk>d. 
Jeremiah v. 3, 4. 

" Whom the Lord loves, He chastens ;" and there is 
no loss so totally grievous, as losing the benefit which 
He designs us in the visitation of affliction. " Thou hast 
stricken them, but they have not grieved." No ; the 
proud mind resists all succumbing to sorrow. But what 
saith the spirit of the Lord of such as these ? Surely 
they are poor ; they are foolish ; for they know not the 
way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God 1 O, 
for ever observe the way of the Lord in His corrections. 
Se sure that there is some secret sin that it comes to 
reprove : and in this certainty, lie down in deep humi- 
lity beneath the stroke. 
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CCCXLIL 

The peace of Grod which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians v. 7. 

We lose much of the power and beauty of this divine 
Scripture, from our being so familiar with it as the 
form of dismissal at the close of the church service. 
But when we can divest our minds of the customary 
associations with which it is connected, and meditate 
upon its comprehensiveness, with respect to all we can 
desire of benefit and blessing, there is great profit to be 
derived from this study of it. 

" The peace of God !" how different a peace is this 
from any of the peace which flows from our own endea- 
vours after rest and contentment. It is a peace which 
grants us a foretaste of " the powers of the world to 
come, " the kingdom of peace. It is a peace which It 
passes the power of the natural faculties of man to 
understand. It is a peace which is in the ' possession 
only of the believer ; and being his, it keeps his heart 
and mind in their right state, calm, equable, holy, 
and happy, garrisoned, as it were, in immovable tran- 
quillity. 
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CCCXLIIL 

How are they brought into desolation as in a moment ! they are 
utterly consumed with terrors. Psalm Ixxiii. 19. 

No desolation is so terrible as that of being without 
any knowledge of God. Yet, alas I this is the condition 
of the greater part of the human race. For a time, per- 
haps during a life extended to three score years and ten, 
this fearful loneliness of soul is undetected. 

The society, the amusements, the occupations of the 
world, keep all reflection at bay, and nothing is so little 
known, or so little cared for by the individual, as the 
state of his own soul in relation to God. But some 
stroke of adversity, it may be the loss of health, or loss 
of friends and fortune, drives him inward for counsel or 
for comfort ; but all is found to be in confusion and a 
chaos of misery there. He discovers that he has lost 
his time in serving hhnself ; and that he has now that 
bad and insufficient master upon his hands. Much does 
it behove us therefore "to-day, while it is called to-day ,** 
to seek the friend who mever suffers the soul that trusts 
in him to be desolate. 
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CCCXLIV. 

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil ; he that keepeth 
his way, preserveth his soul. Proverbs xvii. 17. 

We are placed between good and evil, between life 
and death, flesh and spirit; and one or the other of these 
has the dominion over us. Every life has a leader, or pre- 
dominating influence that governs it. The mere instincts 
and appetites of their nature Combine to influence and 
lead the life of the brute creation. Is it much better 
with many who are to be classed with rational beings ? 
If it be, it is only as they understand, and keep them- 
selves in the highway of the upright, by departing from 
evil. Deeply consider what is comprehended in that 
saying, " he that keepeth his way preserveth his souL" 
^^Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 
Even by taking heed thereto, according to thy word." 

We are always proceeding on the path of life in some 
way, good or bad. Is it in the highway of the upright ? 
Is it watchfully, carefully, and with an earnest endeavour 
when evil is detected, to avoid it, to pass not near it, but 
to keep our souls from all contact with it ? 
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CCCXLV. 

And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure 
dwellings, and in qniet resting-places. Isaiah xxxii. 18 . 

There is a deep response in every reflecting mind to 
the entire satisfaction which these words promise to the 
servant of the Lord. 

Such an one feels it to be the highest gratification of 
which his nature is capable, to have God for his friend; 
God, as the orderer of his lot, the provider of his happi- 
ness. He has, in the testimony of his own spirit, an 
assurance that he shall dwell in a peaceable habitation 
and lie down in a quiet resting-place, where none of the 
storms of the passions, no assaults from evil spirits, and 
none of the snares and temptations of the world can 
break in to disturb and scatter him. Yes ; the enlight- 
ened soul is taught to know with holy joy and grati- 
tude, that in this precious promise is enfolded all that 
he needs for solace and for encouragement here, and as 
an object of hope hereafter. 



i 



fmmbttj EVENTIDE. [€Itte4 ^^tniwg- 



CCCXLVL 

O Lord, by these things men live ; and in all these things is the life 
of my spirit. Isaiah xxxviii. 16. 

What were these things in which Hezekiah found 
the life of his spirit ? Were they not just those things 
which are the destruction of the flesh, the soul's greatest 
enemy ? It was of sickness, of sorrow, of distress so 
overwhelming, that he said of his condition, *^ mine 
eyes fail with looking upward, O Lord, I am oppressed, 
undertake for me." It was of trial the deepest that 
could overtake him, that he was yet able to testify, 
" O Lord, by these things men live." 

And true was his testimony! It is out of these 
things that human beings take their holiest lessons. 
It is through the wounding and slaymg of their low 
animal joys and comforts, that room is made in the soul 
for the growth of the new heart and the new spirit to 
which the favour of the Lord is extended. This is the 
heart and spirit which understands and blesses the 
purpose of God in sending it affliction; and which 
recognizes such a divine virtue in adversity, that it 
meekly rejoices as it takes the cup of sorrow, and says 
of it, ^* Lord, by these things men live I" 
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That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word. Eph. v. 26. 

The Word of God inwardly cleansing the soul " from 
all Its filthiness, and from all its idols," is just the whole 
life and power of that which we call our religion. 
Remedy, is that which it provides for the ravages which 
sin has occasioned in our moral nature. Everywhere 
It is supposed to denote a healing, a redeeming, and a 
saving process, in behalf of somewhat that is weak, un- 
sound, unhealthy, and in danger of enemies. We know 
that this is the soul of man ; which, till the grace of 
God has renewed it to life and health. Is broken, 
diseased, and feeble, in what ought to be its highest and 
noblest capabilities; even the power of loving and 
serving God. It is weak in conscience, weak in its 
love of truth and holiness, weak in, its hatred of evil, 
and only strong in " the corrupt and deceitful lusts," 
which enlist it in the service of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. 
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Whosoerer drinketh of the water that I shall giye him, shall.never 
thirst ; bat the water that I shall ^ve him, shall be in him a well of 
water springing np nnto everlasting life. John iy. 14. 

The soul which has been favoured to kdow the blessed- 
ness of ^^ a time of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord," can understai^d these words, for such an one 
has experienced the entire satiation of joy, such as ^^eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive," which the drinking 
of tMs water of life bestows upon the recipient of it. 
What, to such an one, are the doubts, the scoffs, and 
the questionings of his condition which the worldling 
may put forth? ^^ He^ forsooth, ^^ knows of no such 
visitation from on high !" It would be strange if he 
did. God does not cast his pearls before swine. There 
must be "a preparation of heart which is of the Lord," 
before it is made meet for the reception of such favours, 
a preparation of trial and discipline which worldlings 
disown and detest, and piit as far away from them as 
possible. Yet, they consider themselves quite compe- 
tent to decide on such things as the divine communica- 
tions of God's holy Spirit ! 
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CCCXLIX. 

We know that all things work together for good, to them that love 
Qod, Romans yiii. 28. 

On this blessed word, the soul, in every trial, should 
calmly lay itself down to rest ; and on it, if it be indeed 
taught of God, it cannot but rest. Quite impossible is 
it for any one, whose measure of experience enables 
him to look back through the lengthened vista of many 
years, not to see that ^^ all the paths of the Lord have 
been mercy and truth to him ;" and that in every pas- 
sage of his life he has seen things working together for 
his good. O, how sacred and sublime are those times, 
when, retired from the noise and tumult of earthly hopes 
and fears, the aged, and the deeply exercised servant 
of the Lord, reviews the occasions in which the cir- 
cumstances of his lot have been all made to work to- 
gether for his good 1 How the heart, at such seasons, 
goes forth in praise and adoration of Him who "leadeth 
Joseph like a flock I" Truly, such have " a song as in 
the night, when a holy solemnity is kept I" 
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CCCL. 

Study to be quiet. 1 Thess. iv. 11. 

This is an inestimable lesson to learn ; and one that 
we can never study too long, or too deeply. 

But O, the intense opposition that it meets with in 
the strength and restlessness of the will 1 

Thou beholdest me, my Creator, mine Holy One, 
thou seest me bewildered in the mysterious depllis of 
my own disordered nature : thou knowest the strife, the 
clamour, the confusion, which my intense sensibility to 
pain and grief produce within me : yet in the midst of 
the tempest, thou commandest me to " be stilV^ O my 
Father, thou wouldst not command impossibilities. *^ I 
know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right ; and that 
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." It is with me 
that the hindrance lies. It is in this restless, this 
puerile, but most imperious will tliat struggles to escape 
the yoke, the wise restraining yoke of sorrow which 
thou seest fit to put upon it. But thou canst subdue its 
violence. I lay it low before thee, beseeching thee to 
chastise and keep it in the dust, whilst I study to be 
quiet according to thy will. 
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Commit thy works unto the Lord ; and thy thoughts shall be estab- 
lished. Proverbs xvi. 3. 

Whoever sets himself for the space of a quarter of 
an hour, to the task of observing the motions of his 
own mind, will comprehend the necessity of resorting 
to better strength than his own, to regulate and control 
them. Few persons consider this matter with the atten- 
tion it requires. The immense importance of the nature 
of the thoughts which occupy the mind, seems even 
with religious people to be overlooked. ^^ 1 hate vain 
thoughts," says David ; " but thy law do I love." Now, 
it is in observing the current in which the thoughts^ 
habitually run, that we advance in the spiritual or the 
fleshly life. The^ apostle Faul perceived "a law in his 
members, warring against the law of his mind." It is 
of vital importance to our growth in the life of truth, 
that we should clearly perceive what law rules in our 
interior nature. 
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CCCLH. 

When thon prayest, enter into thy closet ; and when thon hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret ; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. Matthew vi. 6. 

It Is cowardly to shrink from testifying that we are on 
the Lord's side when occasions distinctly call upon us for 
the manifestations of our religious principles ; but great 
care should be taken that nothing of ostentation, none of 
the Pharisee's " desire to be seen of men," is permitted 
to rise up and mar the purity of our zeal. There is in 
all pure and genuine feeling, an innate delicacy which 
shrinks from display, and which, by a holy instinct, seeks 
the covert of secrecy. It is hardly to be conceived the 
mischief that is done to yoimg and sensitive minds on 
the subject of religion, by the obtrusive, coarse, and per- 
haps, we may almost say, disgusting efforts on the part 
of rough-minded persons to recommend it to their notice. 
It is a beautiful thought in one of the poems of Keats: 

^* Heard melodies are sweet. 
But unheard melodies are sweeter.** 

And unobtrusive acts of devotion performed in secret 
are, probably, the purest and the best. 



% 



Jtoinbtt.] EVENTIDE. [fiig^ntjf fiitning. 
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Then shalt thou say in thine heart, who hath begotten me these, 
seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate; a captive and re** 
moving to and fi*o ? And who hath brought up these ? Behold I was 
left alone; these, where had they been? Isaiah zlix. 21. 

It has been credibly related in more than one instance, 
that persons who have been rescued from drowning, have 
said that the last sensibility they were conscious of, pre- 
sented them with a sight of the past events and circum- 
stances of their whole lives, and that in the glance of a 
moment. 

It seems far from improbable, that thus beholding at 
one view as in a picture, the reality of what we have 
been doing, and its value or worthlessness, may consti- 
tute a part of the bliss or woe that will seal our transit 
to another state of being. " Hell is truth seen too late,' 
is the remark of an old divine; and Heaven may be 
truth seen in due season. What can we conceive of 
greater joy than to find restored to us every act of good- 
ness, long forgotten it may be by us, but treasured for 
us by the love and goodness of God in His heavenly 
gamer? Then may the grateful wonder arise, "who hath 
begotten me these? Behold, I was left alone; these, 
where had they been?" They had been with God, dear 
soul, their owner. 
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CCCLIV. ♦ 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; a broken and a contrite 
heart, God, thou wilt not despise. Psalm li. 17. 

While there is any tenderness left in the heart, there 
is something in the worst of sinners for the nature of 
God to unite with. The only entirely hopeless case 
is, when pride hardens the heart, and it resists, instead 
of yielding to, the goodness that would lead it to 
repentance. 

It is certain that many persons not only settle down 
upon this fearful obduracy, but actually plume them- 
selves on possessing it. ^^ They are no whimperers,'' 
they say ; " they put their shoulder to the wheel, and 
work themselves out of their diflSculties." The work- 
ing, instead of lamenting, nobody ought to find fault 
with : but unhappily, this diligence in doing is too often 
substituted as something better and wiser than feeling. 

The earthly nature must be broken by repentance, 
before it can work according to the will of God ; and 
then perhaps it wil Ueam that the duty of what it calls 
^^ whimperings^ or in more decent language, weeping for 
sin, is the first work that God calls for at its hands. 
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Stand in awe, and sin not ; commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be still. Psalm iv. 4. 

It is quite essential to happiness that we should be 
sensible of a stand-point within our minds ; a home, a 
dwelling place, for the spirit Hero are some concise, 
but comprehensive counsels, well fitted to guide us 
into the ark of refuge we need. " Stand in awe, and 
sin not." Be deeply reverent, and most reverent in 
solitude, of the presence of the Spirit of God ; which 
is ^^ about your path, and about your bed, and spieth 
out all your ways." " Commune with your own heart, 
upon your bed, and be still." Keep hold of that which 
is so prone to wander, and to be taken captive by 
wicked and disorderly spirits. ** Commune " with it ; 
make diligent search into its desires and purposes ; and 
silence, with the authority of conscience, all that it pre- 
sentetoyonofTanityandsin. These are the sacrifices 
of righteousness ; which, having sincerely offered up, 
'* be stall, and put your trust in the Lord" 
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Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, for thou art the God oT my 
salvation, on thee do I wait all the day. Psalm xxv. 10. 

To wait upon the Lord is a very different thing from 
what many persons take it to be. It is not, as is com- 
monly supposed, an expression significant of any external 
religious exercise. It means a specific act; the act of 
waiting, which is quite another act from that of speak- 
ing, or reading, or praying with the lips. It is an act 
of silent attention to what passes in the recesses of the 
mind, and as such it demands observation of whatever 
arises there. It requires a hushed stillness, a cessation 
of all the motions, thoughts, and desires of the natural 
man; and a hearkening, that is, a discernment of what 
rises up that is not of nature, but of grace. It may be 
that you have tried it in a weak and superficial way, 
and consequently have not even got the good of patience 
in the exercise; but you can never have steadily perse- 
vered in this act of duty for any length of time, without 
discovering the potency it possesses in assisting to reveal 
Truth. 
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This God is our God, for ever and ever ; he shall be our Guide even 
unto death. Psalm xlviii. 14. 

No creature is so truly helpless as man^ though stand- 
ing at the head of the visible creation. It is his power, 
his actual superiority to the animals he governs, which 
occasions the poverty and desolation of his lot. For, 
could he aspire no higher than they do, or could he rea- 
sonably suppose that God and his own conscience made 
no other claims upon him than upon them, he might 
close his anxieties about the future, and think only of 
enjoying the present. "Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we die," might then justifiably be his motto. 
But however in his inferior nature, he may wish to do 
80, he cannot rest on this ignoble basis of belief. He 
feels, by a holy instinct, that he belongs to God : and, 
in so far as his nature is renewed to possess faith in this 
divine being, he rejoices in the resolution of the Psalmist, 
and says with him, " this God is my God, for ever and 
ever ; he shall be my Guide even unto deatL" 
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I am feeble and sore broken : I have roared by reason of the dis- 
qnietnde of mj heart. Lord, all my desire is before thee ; and my 
groaning is not hid from thee. Psalm xxzviii. 8, 9. 

K the veil could be lifted which hides the sorrows 
under which many human hearts are imisuspectedly 
suffering, we should be overpowered with a view of the 
mournful condition of the world. People cheat one 
another, and cheat themselves, with things that amuse 
the senses, and beguile the time ; but, in the midst of 
it all, some bosom grief mocks at the futile attempts 
they make to escape from its grasp, and in the secret of 
their souls, how many thousands that seem to ^be happy 
are ^^ feeble and sore broken!" It is good to recognize, 
and to submit to this state of, bruising and reproving, 
whenever the Lord visits us with his stripes. It is a 
sign that the medicine is acting for eternal benefit, 
when, in these suffering times, the soul can truly say, 
^^ all my desire is before thee ;" for never is this truly 
and penitentially said, but some gleam of hope and 
comfort will visit the heart that gives utterance to it. 
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Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men. Psalm evil. 8. 

Want of faith, a heart wedded to the world, a hard, 
proud disdain of being considered superstitious or fana- 
tical, these, and such as these, are the hindrance to the 
realization of the many precious promises with which 
the Scriptures abound. Well might the Psalmist again 
and again exclaim, " Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men !" 

Alas that it should only be said in vain ! In a vague 
and general way indeed, men will praise the Lord for 
his goodness, when things fall out according to their 
desires. But the right testimony is given (and blessed 
be God that there are some who can, and who do give 
it) when the soul from actual knowledge and experience 
of the goodness of God in all his dealings with it, and 
** most in the severe," can truly call upon itself, and 
every one of the human race, to " praise the Lord." 
But there must be a large and divine acquaintance 
with the nature of God, before we are in a condition 
to use appropriately the language of thanksgiving. 
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Be not deceived ; GU)d is not mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he reap. 

For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing. Galatiansvi. 7^ 8. 

It is a striking testimony to the carnal mind as being 
*^ enmity against God," that, whilst every species of 
knowledge, more particularly that which relates to 
science and the arts, is at the present day sought with 
avidity, the knowledge of divine truth remains just 
where it always was, hidden, despised, and rejected. 
There is, unquestionably, much more of head-know- 
ledge with respect to religious doctrine, than there was 
fifty years ago ; but this is a different thing from the 
knowledge of God, and of his truth. 

This is as little known as ever ; yea, what if I should 
say, that it is less known than ever ? People will en- 
dure, they will even like, a certain kind and quantity 
of truth ; but not such truth as that embodied in these 
Scriptures. Nevertheless, this is the truth of God, 
that, " whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap.' 
Yes, this is an axiom as sure in morals as any of the 
truths of mathematics. 
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CCCLXI. 

Deliver my soul ftom the sword ; my darling from the power of the 
dog. Psalm xxii. 20. 

When, by obedience and faith, the believer has made 
some progress in the divine life, he experiences a sen- 
sibility to its sweetness and value, which is a feeling 
bestowed by God himself for its preservation. This 
sentiment inspires him with a holy horror of sin. He 
has an assured confidence that not only is he the guar- 
dian of something precious to himself, but precious also 
in the sight of God. Hence, at the least approach of 
his spiritual foes, he starts up alarmed, and calls upon 
his true Helper to aid him in the rescue of a life so 
choice and sacred as that which the grace of God has 
given to him. Nothing would be so terrible to him, as 
to lose the sweet and tender visitations of the Most 
High, through unwatchfulness, or by giving place for 
a moment, to the wild beasts of the animal nature. 
Like one of old, he would say, ^* my soul is among lions, 
and I lie even among them that are set on fire. Save 
me, O my God, from their destructions ; deliver my 
darling from the power of the dog." 
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The waj of the Lord is strength to the upright. Proverbs z. 29. 

The way of the Lord is to be perceived in that inte- 
rior sense of truth which enlightens the conscience; 
and which it is the utmost perversion of reason to 
slight or reject, under the notion of its being merely 
a natural light. 

Be it natural or supernatural, it is that without which 
we should be wholly incapable of understanding truth, 
or of receiving any spiritual instruction ; for, in that 
case, spiritual instruction might as well be addressed to 
the beasts of the field as to man. 

The pure and holy way of the Lord, crosses and cor- 
rects the impure and unholy way of the human being, 
by smiting him with a secret consciousness of shame 
when he transgresses. And it is this Reprover of evil 
which, when obeyed, gives moral strength, and builds 
up the soul in a rectitude of principle that, like a for- 
tress, keeps it safe from all its foes. 

Turn in then, thou that wouldst understand and par- 
take of the security it bestows, turn in to the secret 
chambers of thine own heart, and there watch how the 
Lord's way checks and regulates all the disorders and 
confusion of thine own way, and gives thee strength in 
giving thee uprightness of heart. 
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Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and 
crown, 80 stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. Philippians iv. 1. 

What gushing tenderness of heart is here! How 
the deep earnestness of a love which is of God breaks 
forth in every word ! 

This is an appeal, this is an exhortation, which comes 
forth warm and living from the speaker's soul, and goes 
straight, with life-giving power, to quicken the souls to 
which it addresses itself. 

"Dearly beloved and longed fori my joy and 
crown 1" What love, indeed, can be compared to that 
which knits the hearts of God's children into unity 
with Him, and through Him with one another I 

O Father, our heavenly Father, help thine own to 
love Thee I and in loving Thee, to love each other also. 
Help them to " stand fast " in Thee, the Rock of ages ; 
so that each one of them in their place and condition, 
though they be unknown face to face, may feel that 
unity in each other, and in thee, in the stream of that 
blessed life which makes glad thy city, and thy habita- 
tion in their souls ! Amen. 
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CCCLXIT. 



FdV Oe Loi4takcA |i1imwh ia kv people; ke wfll beratifr tiie 
whk fftlTttioB. cdix. i. 



This 15 the riew of religion which cheers and refreshes, 
and which gives an impetus to die life of God in the sool 
of man. ^'The Lord taketh pleasure in ffis people." 
No principle is so potent in operation with a mind that 
is in its right state, as that of being a source of delight 
to a beloved object. Can any stimulus to good conduct 
be so noble and 80 pure, as the thought that the Liord 
diould '^take pleasure" in me? And he li pleased with 
the soul which makes it a pleasure to do what is accept- 
able in his sight. He ^'remembers all its offerings, and 
accepts its burnt sacrifices;" and that when the soul 
that rendered them has forgotten them. 

It only remains that we strive to be ^^meek and lowly 
in heart," that we may be beautified with salvation, and 
become a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of our God; not a grain of 
his gold can be lost, nor one of his precious stones missing* 

** As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe 
thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them 
on thee as a bride doth." 
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CCCLXV. 

Lore wai^edi no into bis nd^bonr; therefore love is the folflUing 
cf tbe l&w. Bomans Tjii, 10. 

Wherever there is love, there Is truth. True beauty, 
true joy, true peace, true patience, true forbearance, and 
compassion, and forgiveness, are all emanations of the love 
of God. And oh, what blessed, what real, whatend uring 
things are these ! How sweet is their nature, and how 
sweet they make every other nature that submits to their 
influence ! How they draw the mind away from all evil 
surmisings, all little, low, vexatious quarrels with a fel- 
low creature's infirmities. With what innocent joy and 
rest they compose the soul, and cause it to "delight it- 
self in the abundance of peace 1" Love can work no 
ill to its neighbour, for it knows not the indulgence of 
an evil thought. It "rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
joiceth in the truth." O, bathe tliy spirit in this flowing 
river of peace, this water of life which cleanaoth away 
all defilement, and wherein though "Uiy Am have been 
as scarlet, they shall be made as white M wool." 
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CCCLXVL 

We will bless the Lord, from this time forth, and for evermore. 
Praise the Lord ! Psalm cxiv. 18. 

For ever be it so I Thanksgiving is the noblest exer- 
cise of the souL To adore, and to praise the Creator, 
is the fulfihnent of the purpose of the creature's exist- 
ence. Who shall bring us into this exalted state of 
being ? Even that Spirit which prompts the desire to 
experience it. 

Love alone is strong ; for love alone is life everlast- 
ing. Nothing but Love can be immortal ; for nothing 
but Love is perfect ; and all that is imperfect must die. 
Go on then unto perfection. Go on, till perfect love is 
bom in thy spirit, the true child, the everlasting heir 
of God. Go on, till thy summons arrives, thy welcome 
summons, "come up hither 1" and then may it be 
thine to 

<* Struggle through thy latest passion, 
To thy dear Bedeemcr's breast ; 
Taste his uttermost saLration, 
Feel his everlasting rest." 

Amen! 
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